Interviewer (0:00): Thank you so much for doing this. f > # B2 —%2 %17 T 7E S > T, AYiZ
HONRESTINET,

Edwin (0:02): You’re welcome. & 9 W72 L E L C,

Interviewer (0:03): I really appreciate it. Um, I was hoping, uh, just as a way to start out that you could
tell us a little bit about where you grew up? & L CWE9, 22 &, FTIFEAL LT, o7
GANZOWTH LEA TWEZT £ 2

Edwin (0:10): Sure, okay. So, my name is Edwin, um, and I grew up in the Netherlands, um. Actually, I
moved around quite a bit when I was younger, and so I, um, I started out in a city. [ was born in the city,
and then I moved to the countryside. And let's say that most of my life I've been living in very tiny
places, like, like what you would call the inaka here in Japan. & HAATT, 22 &, TR 1 &
EVWET, AT X TELE L, EEHEOEHITFEES L ZB5loLE LT, RITHE =
MOIREST2ATT, HTEENT, ZNNLHEDF BV E Lz, NMEDIZEALIE, H
ATV LZALOMEDL D72, ETHNESRETHBILTELLEZAD0bLAEREA
1o

Interviewer (0:33): Oh, okay. 72 5% &,

Edwin (0:35): Uh, and so I grew up in, in beautiful places with a lot of nature and, um, uh, pretty much
close to the city. So, if you would compare it to an area here, I, you could say that, um, I actually ended
up—I live in Nishiharamura—so I ended up in a similar place to where I've lived for most of my life. H
RENTELWEGFITELE LI, HIZHDLY LiENWE ZATT, 266 OHMIRIZHIZ 572
5. AFWEEMIEATW DO TR, FiR. NEOR¥Z@ I L TE G LBz X 5 iR
BIZEBE N LW IE T T,

Interviewer (0:57): Oh, okay. % 9 72 A T4,
Edwin (0:58): Yeah. X %,

Interviewer (0:58): So, you would identify yourself more as, as a, as a country person than a city
mouse? TiX, BUBHDZ LiX HEOXRAI | LWo 0L, Ebonbtnzid THE&ED
AN EEELRTWETN?

Edwin (1:02): Yeah, well, I can do both. I mean, I, I also lived in New York City, for example, and I
lived in Tokyo here in Japan. So, I mean, I can live in big cities, but I do feel more at ease or more
comfortable in, um, some, some place like the one that I'm living in in here in Nishiharamura. So, like, I
would probably more be a country person than a city person. . .. £dH., EHHLTHWITET L,
Za—IF—JICHEATHELLEL, BAROKREICHOWE LD, KT TELTZEHT
TETH, SOUENO X RIGIHTOHN, X0V Ty 7 ATETRLHAWN LT £T,
DT, BEOLLHARIRE WD IV ITHAEIRRATL X 51,

Interviewer (1:22): Oh, okay. And, uh, you know, growing up in the Netherlands, uh, I can't imagine
what, what that's like, but what was it, uh, sort of a peaceful, tranquil childhood? 72 2 1Z &, 47 &
TOEEL WD OB EALR S DG OO T A UL PR TR 2 F LR 72
STEOTLE IN?

Edwin (1:31): Uh, yeah. So, actually, um, the Netherlands is really safe. Uh, like, um, I have never
experienced crime or stuff like that. And, um, uh, there's not, not much vandalism or, like, it's a very safe
place. And so, um, since I moved out of the city when I was, I don't know, two and a half years old or



so, uh, I lived, as long as I can remember, I've lived in a place where you could just play soccer outside
in front of your house. And that's basically what we would be doing most of the time. So, every day after
school or if there was no school, then we would just go straight away from bed outdoors and then every
one of the entire neighborhood would come out and we would play soccer together. And we would, um,
or we would go into the forest and build huts and— % 2, FEIIA T L X > TT I LL72ATT,
WIS LWILSRICH# 722 b EHAL, WEToRELDRIT, ETHEML A
TF, 28k BV OBICHAZEENL T LI, I HIRY Fo b K0T HITH v 7
—NTEDL LD RGATCEATHE LTz, KK O EARZ &% L CTlEATHWE Lo,
BT BBIRAD B, BEZOT IR PH LT, EFTOAARDBEE > T—FHEITH
=% L0, HDWE, FROFT T TUNEBEESTZD LTI L TWE LT,

Interviewer (2:23): Oh, wow. D&, T2\ T3 4a,

Edwin (2:23): —uh, we would ride our bicycles. Um, sometimes [ would play tennis, uh, but there were
a lot of sports and, um, uh, we played outside a lot of the time. And basically, um, the way our, the
houses were situated in the street that I grew up in, it was sort of in a, in a circle. So, all the houses
would sort of be looking at each other and, um, most of the, the families who lived there, they all had
kids and, uh, younger kids. So, um, I, I was friends with all of them and, uh, we, we were all getting
along very well. And so we would end up, um, though there was this like grass or I don't know, this field
in front of our houses. So, it was, it was not really like, like living around a soccer field, but that's the
way it felt to us because, uh, we would actually draw lines on that, on that field of grass and, and we
would, uh, we would build our own, uh, goal posts and, uh, because everyone was so into to playing
soccer. So, that's what we did. ...... HEZHEZRVEI L2V, 2FICT=A&2 L0, LT A
R—V%7 SALT, FEAEDRE AN TEATHI UE Lz, A, ERF-i#
DOFRITMZHI X I ATHS TWEATT, b, TRTOERPRBAENWE REDED
EXIHOREUT, FIIFEATWEFHEOIFEALEIL, LRI VO THERE - E/NS T
WRNE LT, EDHRARERZET, TIKMHREP2TATYT, ZORNIITZEL WD )
IR > T, By W=DV ITEATND EW D DI TIERN ST A TN, E-bid
FARBUZECUONE LT, WO Db, RARY vy I —IZERIE57-DT, ZHRICESTED
THESIWT, BRTEHTI—ARA ME{Eo THEATWZATYT, TAREH TLA,

Interviewer (3:31): Sounds like a fantastic childhood. & 5 LW\ fiEEHTd 42,

Edwin (3:33): It was, it was pretty good, actually. Yeah. I have nothing to complain there. X 2., A4
IZHRE T LTz, XHODFEINH D £H A,

Interviewer (3:39): Wow, great. Uh, so you've already mentioned New York and Tokyo. &, U\
TTHh, 3T, LlEFL=a—a—HEROELHE LR,

Edwin (3:43): Yeah. X %,
Interviewer (3:44): So, uh, after finishing high school... i1 C, @R EZFFELT-H%IT. ...

Edwin (3:46): I actually have to go, uh, step back because, um, when I went to junior high school as
they call it here—we don't call it junior high school in the Netherlands, but secondary school—I actually
had the opportunity to study abroad and I went to Milano in Italy for one year. S£1X% DRIIZH 9/ L
WOoTEFHELRELWITRWVWATER, HRTE D L ZADHFR—F T X TIIHPFK &
R T X — R — L EENETN (2@ > TWzhs, BT MR H - T A
ZUTDOIT7 I 1FEEAT-T2ATT,

Interviewer (4:06): Wow... Okay. &, & 972 A TT 43,



Edwin (4:06): And after that I could go to another place for a year and I ended up going to Cork—or
actually, Carrigaline is the place, but it's a very tiny place also, similar to Nishiharamura, in Ireland. And
so I, I lived in Ireland for a year as well. And so I had the opportunity to, sort of, experience home stays
in different countries and also going to school in different countries, and learning something about the
culture in different countries as well as the language. = D2, F72BIOLFT~ 1T T BT
%T\%%74w§yF@:~&——Eﬁ’i%v)ﬁ?%ykwﬁx@Eﬁ’&t&f%m
SIRGATIR A TT WAITEE LT, BARDITTTANT  RIZH 1 ERE Lz, R
E) ETHR—=LAT A R L, FIAE, ST TR ZDOEDO LI HON T H SR
IZEENTZATT,

Interviewer (4:37): So it was a full year in Milan and a full year in Ireland? X 7 / TE 5 14, 7 A
NT U RTED TETTN?

Edwin (4:40): Exactly, yeah. Z D@ Y T,

Interviewer (4:41): Wow. So most of your high school was spent outside of the Netherlands? 1> &, T
X, BRRAERDIFE AL E AT U A OATRIT SNTZATTN?

Edwin (4:44): It was... Um, well, no, not, not most of it. Let's say half of it because the school system
or the, the educational system is completely different. So, after eight years of primary school or
elementary school, um, you actually go to something that we would call secondary school and that,
depending on your level, uh, it splits up into basically three levels. The lowest level students, uh, would
do, I don't know, something like four years, I believe. And then there's a sort of a middle, uh, level and
those students would probably do five years or so. And then the level that I went to was six years of
secondary school. So, um, well, out of the six years, I spent two years abroad. So two... £&......

RV NFEAE LV I DT TIERNTT I, o< HWTL X 9D, kb\5®%»-%%Mﬂﬂ9ﬁ>
BEVAT LARRIREI AVTT, SFEROT T4~ —27 —)L (UNER) Bikbsr e, &0
YEV =R =N bDOIZEL D TR, LIV Ko THEAMIZ 3 > a— (2
DHINET, —/EFOI—RE L, WM 4E B, HATOT -2 L SIES DL, FERNE
Slea—XLX6FERITLEE, b, TO6FEDI HLO 2L THI LIz L) Z &I27%
DEJ,

Interviewer (5:31): So, in other words, uh, basically before you go to university, you've had so eight
and six would be 14 years of education? £\ 9 Z &%, DF V| KFIAT ETIZ, 8L 64T
GRFAFEROBEEZ T L LN ZLTTM?

Edwin (5:45): Correct, yeah. = D3 ) T,

Interviewer (5:46): Oh, wow. It seems like the education standards are extremely high. &, Z(H K
ERHDOT T EE D TT A,

Edwin (5:48): Um, yeah. Well, I, I guess it depends on what you compare it with. Um, so in the
Netherlands we always compare the Netherlands to a standard like Finland's because, uh, as of now, uh,
currently Finland seems to have the best education in the world. X 2., £ &H. {J & T 502X 5
TLEDTE, ATUHTIE, WObLT 4TV REEREZLTHRTOATT, LWnHD
b, ADEZAT 4T PR TREOHABTZIToTNDEEDLATVETNDS

Interviewer (6:04): Right, right, right. = 9 T972a, NI,

Edwin (6:05): And so if you compare to Finland, our standards have to be higher. 72726, 7 4 > 7
YRERET S0, BT boKEL L EEm LARTNERLR2NWEBZET,

Interviewer (6:09): Interesting. BLEETZEV N TF %3,



Edwin (6:10): And so that's, that's the way we look at it. Uh, we don't, we don't say that we are the best
or that we have very high standards. If there are countries that are actually higher in standards than that,
we, um, put the standards ourselves. So, if there's a bar that is set higher than our standards, we feel that
we have to match that bar first before we can say that the standards are high. But... T 3MEZH D5
RITBRATT, BRlbhmmiZe i, KERTIKEHWRATEVEY A, BHZH LD K
EOEWEND L6, T ICEELZEZET, B HOKELD HUHN— RABRHIVUL,
EFTZEDON— FUVZRE L 2T, KEREWEITERARWVWEELDLATT, Th. ...

Interviewer (6:33): That's really interesting. A4 (21 H N T9 43,

Edwin (6:35): Um, yeah, comparing it to for example... I, I don't want to talk bad about any other
country, depending on what you compare it with, I would say there are definitely within Europe, too,
countries, uh, that I've visited, uh, and that I went to school at, uh, and, and I think, well, if you compare
to those countries maybe the standard for education is quite high in the Netherlands. But, um, like
Germany has very good education and like most of the Nordic countries are very good, um, so... Yeah.
2R, BIZIE.... . MOEOEDITEWNTZL RN TTN, X SRIZ L - TE, ENFINEL &
RICHE-72 L7cad—r v "OELZOHRTH, 7 U FOHEEKEINRY ENHLEEF A5
PbLvEEA, Th, FAYBIFEFICRVWAFELZ L THET L, KEEEOIFE AL R
HBLWTT X, 72, Z Ro

Interviewer (7:11): Well, it just seems to me that it, it's so important to have a yardstick to compare
yourself with, you know. So in Canada we only have America, and I think, uh, you know, judging by
what you say, that might actually be a negative for us in some ways because, uh, you know, in America
there are lots of very good schools but also, you know, the general level in some ways is a little bit
lower. So it would be nice if actually we were next to a country that, you know, had a superior
educational system. B3 Z i3 57200 [, 0X L) #FHOZ &id, RYlICKYRZ Lok
X ET, BFTHOGE. WEBHZRRT AV I LR T, HRICOBHENLGTLE, £
LB LEWR T A T AN LVET A, T AY DITIFEFEEFES LWERE 72 S0 T
B, BRI LTS TRV b H Y £T006, b LATHDOERIZ, KVENTHBY A
T L ROEPH ST ORI, EEWET L,

Edwin (7:37): Yeah, i, [ mean, yeah. Where, where does your playground end? Uh, like, I mean, we,
we, we like to—or let me talk about myself—but I like to see myself as a globalist. X X.. % 9 T

R, BHOEEHFHAAZ & Z TR LT LR, Febid—=e 0O DEEADE X TTH—
CHOYHEOZ BT a— Y R NPT WVWATY,

Interviewer (7:50): Sure. 72 5 1% &,

Edwin (7:50): Um, I don't see myself even though I grew up in the Netherlands, uh, I don't see myself
as someone who is Dutch. I think I'm just a world citizen. And so I think, um, there is no such thing as a
perfect country and, um, there's also not so something as like a terrible country. Every, every country
has something good to offer and every, every country has something that we can learn from or that, that
we might be able to improve. And so if you want to, like, make the world a better place, I think you have
to be able to look at everything and say, "Okay, this is something that they actually do way better in that
country. Let's learn from that. And this is something that we might be doing better. Um, maybe we
should bring that to the other countries and, uh, maybe we can learn from each other." 47 > % CTHH
FLIERN, Bo%x 702N EEiTEsTnERA, 220 THIERMR) 72E B> TnE
T, EELELRATHFELRZNL, MIZOETEDZELWI DL RNE- I ATT, EDEIC
bERWEZATHDL, DI LRUWHETEDLI LDV ET, bLERZLIVRI LW
Bo, TRTERT, bbb, ZOMPTHOEDOTNT LI EIRLoTND, FIEH] &
e TZZFERTEBDHNR I ER-2TND0E LRV, ZAEMOEIZ L] LW
IEUZ, BEWZFREADL LT RLNEIZLEE S ATT,



Interviewer (8:35): Well, this is a wonderful globalist manifesto. Yeah, I think this is a, an interesting
way of thinking, to be sure. Uh, so getting back to, uh, to, to your childhood a little bit. Yeah. So you
had all these experiences, uh, overseas before you, you finished high school. Then after high school you,
uh, you went on to university? ZiF H LW B — U X NEF T9 42, MEIC, & THEREND
FERFTEERNET, TR FHEFROFECD LR L X O, @REZEET DRI, T7TIZ
AT ZIEEL L ORBRZ SN TWebIiT TTR, BREERIIRATEENT-DOTT A ?

Edwin (8:54): 1 did, actually. I... And, um, I don't want to brag about myself, uh, but in the Netherlands
we have a system where you can skip classes or skip like a year if you, uh, ace everything. 13\, 7
Fliz, BELEZVWDIT LR ROATTN, 47 0 FI2id, BEN T T (=—2R) 72
5. MOEE LIZD 1FEAFT Y 7 L0 TEHHIERSH DA TT,

Interviewer (9:06): Okay. 72 5 1L &,

Edwin (9:06): And so I, I ended up, um, graduating a little bit younger from, uh, from secondary school
than, than some of my fellow students. £t C, i/, MORBKELZLID D LRI ZY
— AT = NVERETDHI LR E LK,

Interviewer (9:17): Uh, so the first year courses, all the introductory courses, you get, you get to skip?

T, 1FEHOa—AREARBITTXTATF y S TELLATIN?

Edwin (9:21): Ah, well, no, sorry. Um, let me be more specific. So in, uh, throughout your entire
education you can do that. So in, uh, primary school you can do that, in secondary school you can do
that. Um, I, I've never heard of people doing that in university. So... H&H., WV, THAEHA, H I
DUEBEMIICEVWE TR, HERRORKZBELTEIWVWI ZENTELATT, 7I7A4~Y
— AT —=NATh, ¥HHY—=RA7 =L THARETYT, TH, RETENLERN L&V AT
W22 & H 0 FEAR, b

Interviewer (9:37): Uh, neither have I, actually. FA & BV 722 E23H 0 /A3,

Edwin (9:40): Um, so I don't know whether that actually exists. I don't think so. But, um, I, I, I went
pretty, pretty fast through, um, um, through my, my education as a whole. FZEEIZ % A 72l EEDN 8 5 D
ME DI FRHADR, e ENET, 7277 BHERESERE DR Y O R B — R THRT
HWiFE L,

Interviewer (9:52): Your program? »727-D 7w 7' Z L&, T3,

Edwin (9:54): Yeah, I, I ended up a little younger, uh, when I graduated from secondary school. So I,
because of that, I... And I, also because of the, the fact that I had no idea what I wanted to become, um,
I, I was like, "Yeah, what is next?" And, um, I, I truly liked studying languages at school and maybe also
because of that international experience that I had going to Italy, and, and to, um, Ireland. In Italy,
obviously, I studied, uh, Italian. And in Ireland, they actually spoke Gaelic at that school where, where 1
went, so I really studied that as well. And these days I, I don't believe that more than eight percent of
the, the Irish population speaks Gaelic, so it's like really a dying language. But I, I was very fascinated
by studying languages and I liked everything too much, so I, I had like—and I still do—I have a very
broad interest in stuff. So I was like, "What am I supposed to do now?" because I have to make a choice
and I, I seriously didn't know. So, I asked my sister, "What do you think I should do?" And she was like,
uh, "Um, yeah, I know that you're good at languages." And so I was like, "Yeah, I, I love German, I love
English. Uh, which do you think I should pick, right?" And she told me, "Well, in that case go for
English because everyone hates German teachers." X X, B W ¥ U —R 7 — /L& ¥ LRI
LEDPSTZATT, ZUT, BOBEERINZR 0 IO b iRholed T, [T,
KITEIL LD ?) LWIHKLETLEE, PR TERBEFSOPARYIZHETLEZL, 4207
RTANT v RIATo EEHEMRRBR OB L T erb LivEtA, A2V T TELHAL
AZVTEEEFOE L, TANLT Y RTENBES TR TR —VEEEZFE L WD T, £



N — R LE LT, BT, TALT ROANOAD 8%LL LN — VEEAFER 5 &
TR Z72WEE, RYICHEHZPL EFEROTTN, TH, SBERSEZILICT I TEINT
WELZL, MITHLHEICRVTIECLEI EVHID—ALEH TTR e 70 2 LR
JNK BLERDSH oT2ATY, 206, BERIRLZDWIT 20T E, — 2T hinnAazZs

92 &, BRNIMATWE Lz, ZRTHIC TME, M2 Lzb0nnEES 2] EREWES,
[Zo8, bRTITEFENEE LRl EE5bh T, [TRAYVELHFEEL, 3ELEFE AT
FE, EobZBAFT N2 EEWEE, X TZENROEFEIZLRIV, RAYEED
TN DG EE272ATY,

Interviewer (11:15): German teachers? KA Y 5ED AN ?

Edwin (11:17): Yeah, yeah, yeah. Because, I mean, at that point I had no idea what, even after studying
the language, what I was supposed to do with that language. And she sort of thought that [ was going to
end up as a English teacher or a German teacher. She was like, "No, okay. In that case choose English."
AR, TORATY, ZTORRTIR, SHBE2FARRICEOZELLE > TTEZT 50 7RATAE
KEAXATWEREATLENG, WIFENHER, RKEE» A VEEOKEITRDTEAS ) LE-TH
ZHTNT, TLe®HEFHEITLRI] &,

Interviewer (11:31): I'see. [see. 7251 E, £\ H Z & TT D,

Edwin (11:33): [ was like, "Yeah, okay, fair enough." So I, uh, I went to my first college degree, which
was in order to become an English teacher, indeed. 4% [H &, 72513 L, ool EE- T,
AN DRFDFNZ D ITATE E Lz, NS, REEDLEAIZR DD DMIRT LIz,

Interviewer (11:45): Oh, interesting. Okay. ~X_, [ HT943,

Edwin (11:46): So I did the, the teachers training program and, um, at the same time I decided to study
Spanish. So I did two things at the same time. I was not very successful at Spanish, but, uh, I did go to
university to study Spanish as well. And then when I finished my English degree, I went on to study in
New York. I, I moved to Albany and I went to the State University of New York where I studied
sociolinguistics. And after that I realized that I actually had to come up with a plan for my life because I
still had no, no idea what I wanted to do. ZAEFK 7' 17 7 T L&\ T, FAERIRFICAA 58
bR DI LICLELL, ZoDZ L Z2ARITPo TWEATYT, AN, VEEDTHTIEHEY
EFCOWEEEATLEDR, RETARS VEEBHHLE L, EFEOFAMEZR-T2%IT==
—I— I ~NBELT, A= AR ER, =a—T— I WERFTHESEREZFOE LT,
Th, TORIZE IR, AMEDTHBZILTRERLWIT RN ERSWIZATY, EEMALE
WD INEIRGT I TR T2 DT,

Interviewer (12:26): Sociolinguistics is a job (sarcasm). [FEEEFFEFE] LW OEFERIH D U7
WTT 0 (RRAZIADT) .

Edwin (12:27): Yeah, okay. But that was actually not something that I was really interested in, uh,
pursuing. X .. £d, TH., EEIZITENZAFICLEL D LITE<E-sTHWEEATLE,

Interviewer (12:32): I see. 72 51T &,

Edwin (12:33): And so I was like, "Okay, maybe I should make a list of things that—if money and time

and, and, uh, those kind of things did not matter—what did I actually wanted to become?" Z 41T,
TEL, b LBE&LKHL, £Vl —t2Rholc b L b, KEIIMIZR D WAL

592) LWVWIVRNEESTHDLZEIZLIZATT,

Interviewer (12:43): Okay. \ M\ T3,



Edwin (12:44): And so I, I drew up that list and to my surprise I, um, well number one, to be honest,
was being a professional musician. Uh, but soon I realized that that's actually not really what I wanted to
go for because there are a lot of, well, downsides or disadvantages to being a professional musician, [
thought. But on my number two position was becoming a producer or a sound engineer. And I thought,
"Oh, hey, maybe that's something that I could actually do." And until that point I never looked at what
you needed in order to become a sound engineer or producer, but I found out that they have, uh,
university courses for thatas well. ZD U X 2 EWTHAZ L, B THEWZATT N, EEIZ
EoL UL FedDIa—Tv v Tl, Th, 7D 22—V ¥y IR D T LTI
TAV Y PRRROTELLSAH D LT TIZRAONT, ZRIEFIAKTHIELTZWZ & TlEARWn2R
EBoTATY, TH, 2D [TFaTFa—Y—] 2 [y R P=7] Tlk, £i
T, T, INRLGEBIITE b LW EB-TATY, ThETIE, yvr Fxor
V=T HOWET T 2 — =R DT DITMPUEN R AT Z &b ol ATT
N, KEFBIZZEDEDDI—ANHDHZ L E2mM0 £ LI,

Interviewer (13:26): Right, right. = 9 T34, HV 314,

Edwin (13:27): And so I ended up going to a third university in, back in the Netherlands again, in
Amsterdam, and I studied, uh, music and sound engineering. And, um, that's how I got head-hunted by
Universal Music and I got a position in, uh, in the music industry. Uh, and that's why, why I decided to
not finish that course. That's the only course that I didn't finish because I, I was given the chance, "Do
you want to work here for Universal Music or do you want to finish your, your degree?" I was like,
"Well, if I finish my degree I want to end up in, in Universal, yeah, anyway, so, um, why would I Just go
now?" TN THER, 1A TV HICRESTT LAT AL LIH D 3 OHADOKRFICAD, FHL
PO R =7 ) 7R NE L, T2 Ta=N—H I 2=y I by RAVT
AT ENT, BEERMIBEBRZATT, 1D, ZOa—AIET LRV IR EL
oo TNNRENME—BPTOOTa—ATY, 22— I2—-Ty 7 TP, THE
LFNERDD EWOTF ¥ R Z bk, P xlio7c & LT, fRiTa=/3—
PITEZTZNATENG, AT ITHRVEBIERWEAS S | LBo72ATT,

Interviewer (14:06): Just cut to the chase. FoH Y F.< | KBEIZA-7=blF TH 4,

Edwin (14:10): Exactly. And learn the rest of the trade there. =D Y TT, H L& DIEFEOLD FHi
B THIED &,

Interviewer (14:12): Oh, okay. 72 5 1% £,
Edwin (14:13): So that’s what I did. And, um... 9 L L7, 4 7T......

Interviewer (14:14): So, was that a normal thing for students to be head-hunted in the middle of their
degree? FENFMDBRF T~y RN T 4 0 7 E3NDHENIDE, X< HDHZERATT
> ?

Edwin (14:20): Well, okay. Let me first start because otherwise it sounds as if I'm only, uh, acing
everything, which is not, not the case. Uh, let me take one step back and go back to, um, uh, to
secondary school. Because, uh, I also want this to be a lesson for, for your students. Um, I was actually
very bad at science in secondary school. Like, I was very good at languages, but math and science—
those were my, my worst nightmares. I, I was very bad at do, those kind of subjects. = 9 T34,
EoTREBEILVDIE, £ LWV ERENMTHREIZZ R LTV DOHIZWIZH Z A bR E
FTFE RLTEARZEFRVWATY, PLEEZRLT, ¥V 2 Y =27 = LRROFEE
SHTLEIY, FAEISALLADZEFHNC LD LB DT, EiT, BV H IV —A7—1T
FHAB AN T IKEFLE 2 TLATY, BRIIHETLER., BHFEORFRIIEICE > TRED
BETLE, ZHOVIOBRERARYICF AT ATT L,



Interviewer (14:52): I can relate to that. Z3LIx L < 73000 £797,

Edwin (14:53): And, um, uh, so basically sound engineering is, well, let's say 80 percent science. And,
uh, there's a lot of, uh, math, math involved as well. And the other stuff is just maybe the sort of alpha-
related stuff like, like you have to feel the music and whatever. But there's a lot of science. So I thought,
"Wow, this is not for me. I cannot do that," because, um, we don't have a system of A and B and
whatever, but, um, we work from zero to ten. Ten being an A, and zero is whatever. Is that a F or what is
the lowest score that you can get? T, y U R P=T U 7 L) Old, EARIZIE
80% B F 72 AT, BFELTLS SAMENET, HEDOEV N THEEZELDL] Lnolodk)
. WhW LRSS TT R, LI BIFENRER N L, Z0nb [5bdh, ZiuiA
NIRRT, XA EREWE L, AT UFTIEA LB EDWV I EFETIEAR L, 0
510 F TOHMECTRHMBEL £9, 1025 A T, 0235KK, FICHYT 00750, —FEWVEEKT
R

Interviewer (15:28): Yeah, i guess it would be, it would be,be an F. 2 2. B8Z 5H< FTL X 912,

Edwin (15:35): Okay, so for science in secondary school, that was something that I was not acing at all.
I was like—I was probably getting fours or threes maybe. ¥ 7 > &%V — 2 7 — )L ORI TIL, i
RIGAVTETHERT, 2504803 A BV LRI TWERATL,

Interviewer (15:47): So one would be a pass? 1 J372 LG T ?

Edwin (15:49): Uh, no. A pass would be a six. So I was actually failing most of my classes in secondary
school for science. But then, um, after I graduated and when I realized what I wanted to become and that
that was my, my goal in life, my dream. So I, I had set this... Well, I had set this goal for myself. I want
to become a sound engineer slash producer, and I knew that I had to go to school for that. Um, so
knowing that, I, I became very interested in science because now it had a purpose and I, I had to, like, I
had to not fail these classes. And so, uh, I don't know why, but all of a sudden in university, uh, all of the
science classes I did actually pass with As only. W\ 2, 41X 6 i TT, 2, B XU —
A7 —=VTEBFOREDITLEALLEEE L L TWE L, Th, £¥ELT, BHORV 20D
D, NEDRE, ZRIE-> 0 Lk o R Y=7 7 u T a——thkhd) &
WO HEEZ BT TT, TOLEDITITFRIATIRELWITRWNEShs THWELL, £9
fefs Uizigdin, BHRICT I<KCHEBENBENTEATYT, HINTEnD, bIYBMER T
DIFIZITW D2, £ L7eb, 280 FEANR, RFETORFOREITTXTAL
FCRIBTEATT,

Interviewer (16:40): Oh, okay. % 9 72 A, T9 43,

Edwin (16:41): So for every single test, and that was the hardest subject in, in those classes, so for every
single test I, I did get an A or A plus, even. And I, I ended up being the best of my class and so... & D7
ZRThH, —BHELWBELE ST DOT, T RXTANATTABRNE L, #

. 77 AT —F/EDOBRIC/R>T ...

Interviewer (16:53): Interesting. [ [\ CJ 42,

Edwin (16:54): Maybe that was the reason why they head hunting—head hunted me. But some of my
fellow students from that time also ended up in the music industry and, uh, they're still working with,
like, the best musicians that you and I have both heard of, uh, for sure. So, uh, in the end most of my
fellow students also ended up very nicely. But, uh, that's probably the reason why I got head-hunted
there, because I was the best of my class. % H < ZTNDB Ny RN T 4 7 SHIHEBTL X 9
R, YEREDORRAETD BIMANERERITEA T, BELELMoTNDL LI RO I 2 —
Vix bl —HEIEE L TWET L, b, AARKRERIZEFES Wl ATI R, £
By RANCT 4 T SNDIE, TS0 7 TAT Ry T Eslenb L BnET,



Interviewer (17:23): Interesting. Okay. So turning, turning a weakness into a strength. 72 513 &, 55
FrH RN 2 T2 DT T,

Edwin (17:26): Yeah, yeah. So, yeah, maybe because of that I also believe that anyone can do that. I
mean, if I can do that, then you can certainly do that. Imean... 2 X, & 9 T9 4, b %, i
ICTHTEDLFELTVET, FICTEREAEND, BlebllbiikficcE ET X,

Interviewer (17:36): Preach! Okay. I love it. Well, uh, so, so Universal. I mean, it, it's, it's a name that
everybody knows. So, uh, going right from the middle of a degree program into this job, uh, where did
that take you? £ D18 ) T2 | FEIFSH LV, =—H LW E GEL B> TWHARTT
T, RFOBPFTEOHFIIRPIAAT, ZINHEI RTINSO TTN?

Edwin (17:49): All right. So, yeah. I, I had to start all the way, um, like on the first—not even the first
step of the ladder—um, like probably before they set up the ladder. Uh, so I, I was working as a coffee
boy. And that meant that I had to, uh, to give coffee or tea or whatever the clients who were recording at
the time, uh, were into. I had to serve them with the proper drinks. And that seems like a very boring
job, but actually I learned a lot from that because, as a, as a sound engineer maybe not so much, but
definitely as a producer, most of the very valuable skills that you need to have are people skills. And so
that is something that I learned from that job as a coffee boy. And so, um, I, I, well, ran from being
inside of the studio where they were recording people like Elton John and stuff like that, to going outside
of the studio to the canteen where they had the coffee maker. It was this really nice Italian coffee maker,
and just the smell of that coffee made me want to drink as well. So, I ended up... Well, these were long,
long days anyway. So you, you started at 9:30 in the morning and then the day went on until five in the
morning. = 9 T34, AYIZTBenbDAX— N TLE, IZILIZOFHE-HEZ A0, IZILIN
BT BNDRIOE I Z AL, BN la—b—FR—1 ] LLTEHHTWELE, La—
TAYTHOBEISAC, a—b—fK, oA boazH L THLHTY, —RoF
SRVHEEDOLIICEAFIN, RILI06E 2% VPELL, PV Pz Pv=7LLT
FZUEETHRVWTT R, YrT7a—P—L LTUL &LMEDH D AF L DIE A
AXN] AT, ThEa—b—R—A ODEETERE L, TV b VaRiphib
=T 4T LTWVDHREZTFIOHE | a—t—RX ==’k 28 O5E)E DM % £V B> Ty
EFL, A2V THROFTI VN a—b— A= —T, ZOFY ZRIIZT THD BRATL
Robe I ATY, LIZP<EHBIRLS T, HlO IR E > T, &5 DITEHIO 5K
ATZELHYELL,

Interviewer (19:05): Oh, wow. . T,

Edwin (19:05): So, uh, yeah. I, I sometimes ended up actually sleeping over in the studio on the couch
of the studio because I didn't have time to, to go back and forth between my house anymore, because it
wouldn't take me an hour to commute back and forth to my house. And finishing your day at five and
then having to come back... X X, £ T, KA AZTFDOY 77 TRNEVTHZLHHV F
L7ce HETHEE 1R D DT, IFDRFHIN b > 7207 < T #I SRS > T, £
CRAOTIRERWITRNERD L,

Interviewer (19:21): Back at 9:30. 9 B 21 E 5 DT T4,

Edwin (19:22): Yeah, sometimes I just crashed on the couch. But... But, uh, so that was another reason
why I really was, um, sticking to the coffee. But they had this really nice coffee machine. And running
back and forth between the studio and that, that coffee maker, um, I actually sort of got a coffee
addiction. I, I, I ended up drinking 15 coffees a day. Um, and, um, but I got to meet all these, like,
people that you usually only see on TV and in magazines. And I, um, I started off serving them coffee
and then at a certain day one of the, uh, the assistant engineers, uh, he fell ill. And, uh, yeah, someone
had to fill his job. X 2. Y 7 7 TEINVAD LI ICELZZ ¢ bHV E L, Ehba—b—RF
BP0 DEH Y ETR, HO FEha—bv—<I L DFITEAZDF L OMTIT
STV REZVLTWNDEIBIZ, Tonha—b—HEIRS>TLEST, 1 HIZISHBEA



TWELLEL, N=A BT TERIIT VESPHRET LA LNARWE ) R ANTZBIZ &
2R FELZ, BiZa—e—%2 T 7EITLER, DA, TVAX L FZ o P=TO—A
PIRECRIILT, #EDDBEDRDY 2 LT TR 6 Rolo AT,

Interviewer (20:18): Okay. 72 5% &,

Edwin (20:19): I was like, "Okay, I'm here." And so they set me on the chair next to the, the engineer
and I was setting up the microphones and I was, uh, yeah, doing a large part of the job. And then, um, in
the after hour... So, the, the studio—well, depending on the recording day and what kind of recording
sessions we would have because sometimes we were working with, um, films and overdubbing the
sound for that, sometimes we were doing rock or pop records, other times we were doing like these—I
don't know what... Do you know what trailers are? But these... 1% [T\, #ERSD ET) 5o
T, T V=T OBORFIELETHEOW, v(7&ky FLIEY, EFORHDEZESN
HEICRVE L, ZNDEBRRIMC..... AZ VA TITHIZ L > THREOKREREZ %2 L
0. By IRy AV A—=FT 4 7% LD HHWNE TFb—F—] o THNY ET

Interviewer (20:39): Movie trailers? WRE] D T 4557 T3 70> 2

Edwin (20:40): Exactly. Movie trailers. So that, the commercials that you see to, like, appeal a movie to
an audience, we will make those kind of things. So depending on the day, like, if we would do, uh,
commercials, we would be finished quite early. But if we would record a rock band or so, that, that
would usually go over until five o'clock in the morning or so. Z Dl Y T3, ME D) 2 {nx D7z
DHDOFTEHECM TTRA, 290 bDEESTWE LR, HIZE-> T, CMEfERBDLY &7
SHDDAUTTN, my 7N N ROV a—7 407l L RIEFHOSHES HWETHNY E
B

Interviewer (21:02): So in other words, it's not a nine to five job. 2 F ¥ | ERF T SH L 9 ettH
IS ESA AR

Edwin (21:03): Definitely not. it (Z3E N F 9742,
Interviewer (21:03): It finishes when it finishes. #4155 & T 5720,

Edwin (21:05): No. Yeah, exactly. And that also meant that most of the time I would just be working
seven days a week, uh, and I really was a workaholic because that was my dream job. And I, I didn't
want to do anything else because if [ would be going home my hobby was music and I would be
probably doing the same thing. Only there I would get paid. So I mean, yeah, it was, it was the best job
in the world. And, um, so sometimes after these, these days in which we did, uh, commercials, the rest
of the staff or the crew or the, my co-workers, they would go home and the studio would just be
available for, for smaller projects or for amateur bands or for whatever we wanted to bring in. And we
had a chance to use the studio free of charge. x X, D@V T, 7Z0blEL A LM 7 BT
WE L2 L, RYIfEFERHETLER, MLAZOMEFETLLEND, E o THBRBE T ESS
EoledT, #RFALZLEZLTHWEET T, AZ VAW NIERE&R S b A2 D1T T
5, A THRmOMFETLILL, ZHUS, CMAIER ETRIEDSTZRIZ, oA Z v 70
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ISFEONZ W AD T2 D IZHER TH RIS DLETHE B A CATT,

Interviewer (21:52): Wow, which is no small thing. ©> 3. ZiUIE K& 72T 4,

Edwin (21:54): No, exactly. And so I got a chance to, to just use it as my playground with my, my, my
fellow students from the university, or with other friends. Do you still have time on it (time remaining



on the camera memory)? X 2., AKYIZ, 7200 RFEOFRRESCMOKANTZL E—FEIZ, 2%
FEOLGOEIEPETEOWVWE L, WATDAEY | FERLKTTN?

Interviewer (22:06): Oh, yeah. We might, we might have to go to part two. 2. 2., €A% 5 [/X— |
2] AT RBERH Y £ 5 T,

Edwin (22:08): Okay. Okay. Sure. Let me know when that happens. 737220 & L7=, ZODOKHIZ X T
<TEEvy,

Interviewer (22:10): Sure. Sure. & H A5 A T,

Edwin (22:11): So, um, I actually brought in some bands and, um, then if you would relate this to the
Japanese system, uh, I would have this senpai, if you like, who was my mentor and, uh, he was, uh, the
head engineer in that studio. And, um, at a certain point, he actually, he booked a band that he was going
to record, but then he just didn't feel like doing it anymore or for some other reason he, he wanted to go
home—I can't remember the reason—but he was like, "Yeah, I'm not going to make, I'm not going to be
able to make it. Uh, can you record this band?" And so he left me all alone by myself in the studio with
this band and that was my first job recording and sort of producing a band. =41 C, {2 K%
FEATL A= 4 7 LTWEATTR, HRDYV AT LATED EZAHD lsenpail . OFEDY
FEORA L H— (FFEHE) TOLHT— T V=T NN ATY, HHRE, Enra—7 47
TOTEL ST FOTRIBAS TWEATTR, HRES LTHERIRDBEERNoT-0
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IHEHIZE, BN DN Rafgo TINRWN? | EEVWHLIZATY, £95 LT, HIFHEEY
ABZDHICN REZANEDIZL TR 2> TLEVWE LT, ZENDBEDORYIOL a—T
YT THY, T a— AT ST AT,

Interviewer (22:57): Okay. 72 51E &,

Edwin (22:58): And that band ended up in the... Well, if you compare that to Japan, uh, in the Oricon
charts here in Japan—we don't have Oricon charts in the Netherlands, but the Top 40. So I got lucky
there. And after that job they asked me to do some stuff and also because I had composing skills and
music writing skills, I ended up doing some, some stuff for TV programs and whatever. And, um, I got
rewarded with some, some awards for that music that I did as well. And that all helped sort of
positioning myself within the company. So... ZD/ /X K23, HRATEH> L ZADAFV arFy—
F—F T ZFA) 2 ZH 0 FEAN, Py T 40— ASTZATY, ERRN-T
ATTHR, TOMFEOR, tax LKENIKD LD 12h-> T, fBiDAXF AL b H-ToDOT, T
EEALDEZIR AN TFHRIT LR E LT, ZOEHETHIONEBWEENT, £9
Wo e ZERTRT, [HOPTOEDORY Y a U EEL DITELHE LT,

Interviewer (23:39): I imagine. = 9 TL & 9 42,

Edwin (23:40): Yeah. At a certain point [ was, I was stepping up that ladder and I became a producer
rather than a sound engineer. X X, HHFFRTAT v 77 v 7 LT, Py P v=7L1H
IiF7rera——ice L,

Interviewer (23:48): So, how, how common would it be for somebody in that position to, to produce a
Top 40 song? Is that something that, that happened with some regularity or was it a real outlier? % M7
TVa DA, Py T AICADL IO T e T 2= 2T 501, EN H0nE<H
DT EMRATTN? EFMICEZ 2 Z L0, TR e bARYICHR T —ATE572DTL &
IIN?

Edwin (24:00): Yeah, I was sort of living in a bubble because, uh, um, being or working at Universal
Music, that actually did happen quite a lot, um, because we were, we were very blessed with the, the, the



kind of people that we worked with. Uh, so like I already mentioned, I, I work with people like Elton
John, but also, uh, maybe some people who are into EDM music. Um, uh, I, I worked personally with,
uh, Armin van Buuren, uh, and like with the, the biggest DJs in the world. And I, I did some... I actually
even worked with Snoop Dogg. %= 9 T4, HLHEWK (70 (Fehlzettfl) | oFicnizAarle
EHEWET, 22NN I 22—V I THNTWNDEE, FOWVH ZEIFEITISBYEL
oo —HEICHFEETDHATELIC, ETHLEENTWELEND, SoXFokk otz b
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Interviewer (24:38): Oh, really? X >, A4 TT /) ?

Edwin (24:39): So like, the, the people who came to our studio, those were like pretty big. X x., A X
DN D NI HIE AT, REIZE Y TR N2 HIEND Tl

Interviewer (24:44): Right, right, right. 72 51X, % 5 T7 12,

Edwin (24:45): And so for, for the world that I was living in, it was quite common to score, like, Top 40
hits. However, um, usually I would experience that as a sound engineer or assisting sound engineer and
this was my first band as a producer. So, ... That's why I feel that I got lucky because I, I did not have
any skills or prior experience, um, um, producing a band. So for me that felt as if [ was really getting
lucky there. 72 BEN WA TIE, by 740 AD ey NEHTOIE, DY LEEDZ L
PolzATE, 1272, @I 7y R D=7 7 v AZ U e LTENICED D O TY
B, TaTa—Ht—L L THYLEZDIZZDNRY RBPIOHTT L, EDENEN- T L
CHATY, TNETA P27 0T 2a—RAFT 5 AF LRG> Teblf TTnb, AY
T X —TE ot/ L BnET,

Interviewer (25:12): Well, I mean, you positioned yourself to be in the right place at the right time. Uh,
you know, that that is, uh, something you hear a lot in, in, in stories. T% . Y] 72 R E B 22 5 7TIC
WHNDH E DT, B TEWTWDIT T L, Pk TE<EBEHTT L,

Edwin (25:21): Yeah, but yeah, that's also maybe something that I want your, your students to realize
and then maybe other people as well. Um, I, I do believe that you create your own luck. So if you, if you
really feel that, uh, there's something that you want to do and you believe in that and you, you have to
strongly not only believe it but feel it, really, and, and feel that on a daily basis. But if you, if you're
convinced yourself that you're going to make something or that you're going to reach a goal, you are
going to reach that goal. I'm really convinced of that because I've seen that time and time again in my
own life. And I've also heard that from other successful people that if you really truly believe in it and
you've envisioned it, you are going to be able to get there. If you think of people like Steve Jobs and
people like that, um, if they can make it—Ilike, they are also human beings—so, what makes them
different from the way we live our lives? X 2, TH ZIULFAE I ARCMOE S LIZH HI-> THBWN
TIELWZ ERATTR, EEWIDIFHTTEIHET L OLLEIFECTHET, LAY
2RV TN DD T, TNEELTWDL R, IEELLET TR, Bxtive ik
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Interviewer (26:21): Right, right. = 9 T34, 8- L2 5@EY T,

Edwin (26:22): Um, it's all determination and going for it, I think. And if you do that then even though
it feels like luck, you create that luck, I think. T~ _XCTIFIRE & ZUTH N> TREERZ LZL



BnEd, 2o, 2B 2 IC/hx2TH, BIXEHHS TEOEEZEVHL TWBLAT
W ET,

Interviewer (26:30): Well, certainly, knowing what you want and, and focusing on it 24/7 the way you
were doing, uh, yeah, it's not surprising that that led to something bigger. fE2MZ, H 2323 & K& T
WEDEMYD . BTN LTV X DI 24 BFFEPER TEICER L THIUE, ik
SIRFERICORBLOIIES 2L THEH Y THAA,

Edwin (26:40): Well, yeah, I'd like to think so. X X.. Z 9 TH Y 72\ TT 1,

Interviewer (26:41): Let's move on to Japan and, uh, and, and, uh, the reasons why you ended up
moving here. TIL, WITAARDFE BV EL L5, REARIIBET L &I >7T200, £
DOEHIZOWTHEE T ZE VY,

Interviewer (26:47): Okay, so, um, like, like I said before, I was working for Universal Music and, uh,
in 2004, if I remember correctly, um, uh, there were a lot of issues with people downloading music
illegally. And because of that, even though the, the big economic recession didn't hit until 2008, in the
music industry we already felt it in 2004. 2720 £ L7=, £ T, LAEIREEL L7z X 912, =
=PRI 2=V 7 TN THZO TR, RLEAIE LTS 2004 4, FREEES
vra— RTHMBENERE L TWE Lz, ZO®FNT, 2008 FICKE RRFERN () —~ >
vavZ) BEILLVAENT, FHEERTITTTIZ 2004 FORF R T LT ORELZE L Tz
<

Interviewer (27:11): Oh, okay. 72 5% £,

Edwin (27:12): And so even the biggest companies like Universal Music and, and who have you, uh,
they all had to cut down on their expenses and, uh, they had to either let go of people or people had to
work, uh, without getting paid. And, um, I was, I was still working there but, um, and I, since I had been
successful up until that point, I just bought a house in the Netherlands and I had to pay my mortgage
every month. But then when this happened, I, uh, I reached a position in my life where I did not get paid
anymore. And I, I saw myself working for Universal for six months without any paycheck. == =/X—1
NDE IR REFETI A2, BREZHBLRTNIERY $EAT L, ABEHZ T, G
TE K D EWV ORI TT, RITEEZZTHOTWE LR, ENETIIERZ 72D T, b
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F., THbERZ S Il £ L7,

Interviewer (27:51): Oh my goodness. 72 AT Z & 72,

Edwin (27:52): And so at that point I started to, uh, um, yeah, go over my options. And I was like,
"Maybe it's a better, like, a better option now to opt out and to choose a completely different lifestyle."
Uh, and, um, all of the recording studios in the Netherlands at that point had already closed. So we were
sort of the last ones standing. Z41C, HODOEFEABZET L ORIV E L, [HOFD
T, BEITA TAZANEREOPNNA LSRN - T, Y, A7 XL a—7
AT AGZHNEITTICEZ B L TWT, RIEZLBRREZEETES TND L5 KRB o7
ATT,

Interviewer (28:16): Right. = 5 72> 72 A CT9 43,

Edwin (28:17): And, uh, so I knew that I didn't have any option of going to a different recording studio
because they already closed their doors. And so for me it was very obvious at that point that there was
no—well, there was no continuation in the audio field job. And, uh, well, given the fact that I also had
two other, uh, education (degrees) under my belt, I was like, "Okay, I can either do something with the



sociolinguistic side—I could be writing books, I could be, like, doing research, I could do, like,
whatever." I didn't really want to do that. And the other option that I had was becoming a, an English
teacher. LD A 2 U AT D & W ) @EIRILIT W E o TWE LT, EZLAE > T
O, 20D, =T 4 AERTHELZFEIT HEITRVZ ENRHBETLE, TV, fllicd =20
FANEFF S TWDT, FHEFEFPOEICER), REFENWZOMEL LD ... ] EBZ
FLIED, TEHEVIDPELEEATLE, b O — 2O, FEEOLEAEICRDLZ &
TLT,

Interviewer (28:51): Ah, okay. H&. 72 51F L,

Edwin (28:52): In the Netherlands that's not really a fun job either because... Well, that's one of the
things that I love here about Japan: uh, most students are really, really wonderfully behaved and, like,
one of the things that I, I said early on when I just came to Japan is that all students here are angels. Not
to say that everyone in Netherlands is, like, really badly behaved, but if you compare, like, how people
are respectful towards teachers here in Japan versus in the Netherlands, I think that teachers here still
earn way more respect from their students. 47 ' # TliX, AELENWIHEFELHF VR LNLDT
FTHDEHEA, BRORIFEREZAD—DROTTR, THLDFAETARYIITT A BEN
ATT, BRIZSRIZEND OE, T2 ZOFREIIHAABRREL] LEoIFETT, 704
DFENBNVRFEATDENDIT TIEH Y FHAN, BRES T X2 D L BROKEAD
TISFENST o LB ENTND LKL ET,

Interviewer (29:29): Sure, garner more respect. Yeah. 2 .. L VAEZHEDH TV ET 4,

Edwin (29:29): And so in the Netherlands, I didn't see myself, like, becoming a teacher and doing that
for the rest of my working life. And so I was like, "Okay, I don't want to become a teacher, I cannot do
any other job in the audio industry, I don't want to become a researcher or so, what am I going to do?"
And at that point I met a, a school friend of—or like, um, someone who I went to secondary school
with—and he just came back from Japan because he studied Japanese in university. And he just got back
from half a year, uh, living in and doing, I don't know what, in Japan. And, um, he was like, "Wow,
man, you really have to go and try Japan because I think that's really going to be a very good experience
for you too, and I think you will love Japan." And this guy was actually a guy that, um, I used to go to,
um, a sports club with before because we were both into, uh, martial arts. And, uh, even though
Taekwondo is not a Japanese sport, we did Tackwondo together and I ended up going to, uh, Karate and
Kempo and Aikido and Jiu-jitsu and freestyle kickboxing. I, I loved martial arts. And so when we were
way younger—maybe around the age of nine or so—we saw this movie, The Karate Kid. 47 > % C—
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WIRBRIZZR D L, 2o L HARZRUIAD LIS ] LELTATY, HEITE—MICAR—Y
F7WZH S TWT, ZAE BERIRICET T L., 73y F—IZAARDAR =Y TiEdH Y £
IR, —IEICR o TWE L7z L, BIZZDREFORE, G5, i, 7V =22 1%y
IR T HR0 E Lic, MBI DARIGFEZTE->72ATY, T, 9k HWDOEHIZZAT
[_A K -Fy R] EWHBREL R7-ATYT X,

Interviewer (30:59): Oh yeah, yeah. H &, [T\ MEW>,

Edwin (31:00): In Japanese, I believe it's called Best Kid. HATIX [“XA k « v R LI T
WET XL,

Interviewer (31:02): Best Kid. Yeah. & 9 T912,



Edwin (31:03): Yes, and I saw myself once in the future being that, that guy who, who moved to Japan
to take lessons from Mr. Miyagi. And that was sort of my childhood dream, and I never did anything
with that dream anymore until, uh, my, my friend from school confronted me with the fact that I had

nothing else to do in my life at that point. X %, W23k, HARICEBEL TCI PXIAICKE L%
DFTHELIHDOVED L IR, LES>THWELE, AN TFHROEDOE 2720 T
T, FOKNZ [5OFIITMITRLNE Z LM RN E RN EREDITOND F
T, ZOFOZ LN THEL,

Interviewer (31:23): Sure, sure. flE2ZE 9 T 12,

Edwin (31:24): And i was sort of weighing my options and he was like, "Yeah, you should go to Japan."
And of course that's very easily said, but if I would go to Japan, what were I going to do in Japan? I had
no idea. So, um, yeah, I actually—that's exactly what I asked him, "What do you think I should be doing
in Japan? Because like, with my education... I, I don't speak the language, I know nothing about Japan,
what am I going to do there?" And he's like, "Well, I happen to know that they have this position, uh,
opening at the, um, the embassy in Tokyo, the Dutch embassy. Um, maybe you can give that a shot."
And so I was like, "Sure, I don't think that I qualify for that, but I'll give that a try." R [z 2 KFFIZ />
FTWEID, i TEARIIT R E50nE L, ATESDOEFBHETTA, HARIZIT-T
MazdTo0PREbOEEHEATLEL, ENbBICEHN-ATY, THRTHZLAS>TWV)
AIZ? FEBEENRNWL, BROZ L MBI BRNDIZ] 2T 75 &8 THRRDOAZ
VHERBEETCRADH TCWDLDETEETEFH->TWDH L, ZITTHAREL?] EEWVWELE,
T TERRHD LITRILNTE, RoTHL L] EEFEXELL,

Interviewer (32:07): So like a, an office position? FHHFED L 972 D TT 2
Edwin (32:08): Exactly. = D@ T3,
Interviewer (32:09): Oh, wow, okay. & . 9 Z\\T94a,

Edwin (32:11): And so, um, I, I felt very under-qualified for that position and I, I had no faith at all in
me pulling that off. But, um, I entered the, uh, the application process anyways. And so, um, I think that
if I had known at that point that there were about 200 other people who were applying for that one
position, right, I would have probably already... H /7 IZIFZ A0 G WRART T g 2L E T TWE
L7zl EF< WA TEE o’Cb\itL/u’C L7z, Th, &K E Tt AR E
Lo b LHODOK, —DDORIZ 200 NG DISHEE B ND ERSTWNIZE, Tehh. .

Interviewer (32:35): Sure. = 9 TL X 913,

Edwin (32:35): ...given up. But I didn't know that. So at the time I sort of had the feeling, "Okay, I'm the
only one knowing about this position. I'm just going to go for it." And it did happen to be a position
where they were looking for someone who could also do something with the cultural exchange and so
on. So it was a cultural-related position, and that sort of gave me an edge over some of the other
candidates, I think. # O TW/=TL X 9, THHOLRD>TCATT, YT TZDRAEFH->T
WDHDIIRIZTTIZ, Ko TRAHI ] LWV IHIXRGTL, EERZ LT, T ORI LA 72
k@ﬁ%ﬁ%ék%*@f“thfﬁoim%$®ﬁ$t0t®f\%ﬂﬁm®@ﬁﬁuﬁb
THRNZB N = ATE L BnE S,

Interviewer (32:59): Sure, given your, your background. &727- D /N> 7 775 0 L R &35 2 FUiX,
<9 TR,

Edwin (33:01): Exactly. Yeah, yeah. Because like, um, while I was waiting at the, um, uh, at the office
in the Netherlands where I had the interviews, um, I saw other people coming in and everyone, every
single one of them, they spoke the language—they, they already spoke Japanese, I mean—and they, they
all studied about the history and the culture. And I was the only one sitting there who didn't know



anything about the country, I didn't know anything about the, the culture, I didn't know anything about
the language. I was just going in there for an interview. = DY T3, 47 X OHBEHT CHEitE %
FEo TWADIH, MOBEME - HZ2 AT E LA, HEHITRE AARGENFEE T, ARDELS
AL BB L TWE LT, HAROZ EHIUEBFE MBI S RUREETHE > TWzoid, £
— AT T U, EEEEZTITRIZIZS, LW &ET,

Interviewer (33:31): So you know, you obviously knew something about Japanese martial arts, but
you're saying that you're sort of your cultural image was basically The Karate Kid, a Hollywood movie‘?

FEBIEAZ DWW TEH > TWZTL & 25, HARISH T 2 YU A A =V & 02T, A
NY Ty RBREO [NA R« Fy R] Zofcl ) 2 ETTN?

Edwin (33:43): Um, well, I mean, of course martial arts is just one tiny, tiny thing about the culture here
in Japan, but I, I never assumed that that would be, like... I don't think that martial arts equals the
Japanese culture. X X, FRIERATARDOIMLO T —HICBEEEA L, [FEEEA 72—

WHARIA) 27 TESTHWERATLT,
Interviewer (33:59): No. = 9 T9 43,

Edwin (34:00): So I, I'm, I'm more sort of meant like, I don't have a grasp of the full picture. =KD A
A=TUREHED TV o To, LWV ) BRTT,

Interviewer (34:04): Sure. You weren't a Japanophile like those other applicants. 72 51 &', {55
BHOL S THAME] TIARPoTZE,

Edwin (34:06): Exactly. I never watched anime, I never, like... I'm not a video, uh, um, or video game
nerd or—well... ZDEY TT, T2 AR EDRRMnoT- L., ETAHF—LDFHX I TH 7
Mhol=lL...... £H...... o

Interviewer (): No, no, no, no, no. That's, that's important. \ 2\ 2, ZAUTEBERAFA > FTT
o

Edwin (): So I never read manga or stuff like that. I was not into that kind of stuff. ¥ [ 72 /7> FE A
EZENRBVEEATLE, 290D bOITITEEN RN >T2ATT,

Interviewer (34:21): I see. Okay. 72 513 &, OV £ L7,

Edwin (34:23): I was very much into martial arts, but I had no affiliation with, like, the other stuff that a
lot of foreigner friends of mine here have when they come to Japan. So I, [ was basically unaware of
what was going on in this country. But I, I did the interview and the whole process. It was actually a
half-year-long application process with a lot of letters that you had to write and stuff like that. And I was
like, "Yeah, this is not going to happen." So I was sort of already applying for a completely different job
in, uh, I believe Aruba or Curacao or something, something there about. And um, I sort of had already
given up in my mind that I was actually going to make this. Um, but then some, someday around five
o'clock in the afternoon or so, I got this phone call and they were like, "Yeah, they want you." &R (Z
EODHVIANTWE LA, AARITK D% OIMEADRFF- TWD X9 o BEFE L DBER Y

—UHY FHEATLE, ZOETHREETWHDOM, BRI MTH MG RhoT2 AT
T, CHbmEAZT, AT ntRE IR LE L, PERDY OEE T, (@D FHREENW
DLT, EIF TEh, BHEASAS R LHESTWELE, ED, ERTANENF2T Y —
BHe 0 ORI HIOEFIZHIEHE L TWeATT, LOFTIEL IFHOTWELL, £24A
B, o5 HOFH SIFEIZEGE R - TE T, [FBikEoc k) EEbhiATT,

Interviewer (35:15): So you were the one? & 72 7= 8RN A TTH?



Edwin (35:17): I was the one, yeah. And I was like, "Okay, that has to be fate then. If they pick me, I
have to go." And so I, I only had like two weeks or so to prepare for my leaving. As I told you earlier, I,
I already owned a house in the Netherlands, so now all of a sudden I had to find some, some people who
would be willing to rent my house and, and I had to set up, uh, the whole move and whatnot. So, uh, two
weeks was really not long enough to prepare myself, but somehow I was able to do it. And so I moved
from, uh, Nijmegen, which is actually a city where I did live in the Netherlands. Uh, I moved to a way
bigger city in Japan—I moved to Tokyo. And so I lived there for one year because the, uh, the embassy
work was just a project for one year, only a contract for one year. And but they were very kind to me,
very good to me, and I, um, I was able to learn Japanese through them. Uh, I had some private classes
and stuff and so, uh, because of that I was able to, well sort of speak—not really, not fluently... X X,
ST AT, TZHUTEMITEWRY, BIEIENTZOIE3 T Er) EEVWELE, H
FETORFEMRIZ2HEMIE L2HY FHATLE, GELICEBY, 7 FIZHZ EZFR>TW
7eOT, BNTELHITHFZEL, slo@iLOFEZ LRTAERY FEATLE, 28[H
TIEHEER Y FHEATLER, RALPRVRETELL, ZLTAHTVFDF A A=~ &
5 %T# 5, BADT o & RE2ME, HE~5lo L% Lic, RMEREOMHFIT 1EMOTrY =
VR T=DT, ZTIC THEESRE Uiz, RIEREOANTZHITE THHEIT, #5650
:Fai) 7“( HAGEZ S ZLNTEELL, 774 XN— b Ly RAURELRITSETHEL LT,
ZDENTT...... £b, MG TEARVTETN, PUTEEL L IR L,

Interviewer (36:29): Sure, one year's not a lot of time, butits... X 2. 14FIXENTT N, N T

Edwin (36:31): No, exactly. But, but I was able to have, like, small talk and, and easy conversations in
Japanese, and I started to make friends. And I realized that one year was not enough for me to, to
understand the language, to learn the language, to become fluent—uh, definitely not enough to learn
more about the culture. And, but Japan had touched my heart and I wanted to stay here. And I was like,
"Okay, I can do two things: the, uh, the contract with the embassy is over now, so either I have to go
back to the Netherlands or I have to go to a different country and start working there for the embassy, or
I have to stay here in Japan on my own and find a new job." =D Y T3, TH., H ZIKE THEFATES
CHELARENRTELL IR, KELTEMHOELL, 1FTIE, FEZER2CEHMBLT
TEHGZ IR DT D 22 Ly i%%%okﬂéﬁ%é%ﬁ@@WkﬁdethoT%\E
ARIFFEOLITAIL, FEIXZ ZIZEV W ERWE Lz, TREfEORR KD 24, EIT
D, AT T LI MOEORMEEE~T D HDHWITE I TRARICE > T LM%
Il EBXE L,

Interviewer (37:10): Okay, okay. 72 5 1% &,

Edwin (37:11): And I chose to do the latter because I, I was not finished, in my mind, studying the
language and the culture, and I wanted to know more. And so I found out that if I wanted to stay in
Japan, I could get a job for the, uh, the JET program. 13 FH Z & VE L7z, B DOH TEFESLKL
{EDOFIRD & D> TV ol L, bo EH0 oz b T, £L T, ARIZES D
JET 7027 ACEEMGOND 2 L2 £ LT,

Interviewer (37:26): Oh, okay. H&. & 9 72 A TI 4,

Edwin (37:28): And so I applied for a job at CLAIR (The Council of Local Authorities for International
Relations; — 75 A B IBIRERRL /), 1 believe it was called, and they, they offered me a job.
And I, I on the application form, I had to choose between living in the city or in the inaka. And I was
like, "Well, I've already experienced living in Japan for one year now in the city." 41 C, CLAIR ([
BEREBRHS) 6L T, S E L, BHIAET 1) 2> linaka (HE) | Hik
TR o, KT ME0AET TERRLErGR) ERVWELE,

Interviewer (37:49): In the city, yeah. = 9, #&=TL 7243,



Edwin (37:50): And especially in Tokyo, when you get here in Tokyo as a foreigner, in Tokyo there are
quite, quite a few people who do actually speak English. And you don't necessarily have to speak

Japanese in order to get by. FFIZHIL/Z & SAEIAE L TORTHRGEZFE D ARV E T,
AIET LT L BAGELRLE LN ) DI TIEH Y £ A,

Interviewer (38:00): No. No. = 9 T9 4, £ 9 T9413,

Edwin (38:01): So I was like, "Okay, I do actually want to study the language more, I want to get better
at the language, and I want to really dive into the culture. So maybe I'm better served going to the inaka,
and maybe I can also help the people there better, because those are the people who need me, or English
teachers, more than other people in the city." So I, I checked that box for the inaka, and, uh, that made
me travel from Tokyo to Yamato-cho here in Kumamoto. 727225, [ o L FHEEMB L 72 L,
AT E S S VRN T2, TR OHEI T FBNNEAS S, ZHIZ, HOATZH XD
HEED L) RFEFERM A LI L LTWAHDITHED ANTZBEE Ll EBZXE LT, i
T [HE&) OMICT = v 7 ZAd, HEND 2 ZRRARDOIIFIT~K 2D Z L2/ o7 A TT,

Interviewer (38:29): Right. 72 51F &,

Interviewer (38:33): The do-inaka. T K& ~,

Edwin (38:34): Exactly. That was a very big step, um, but I loved it. Uh, one of the things that I had
most trouble with was the, uh, the centipedes and the snakes and those kind of bugs—Iike even cicadas.
Like, where I grew up, we don't have bugs like that, and I was really scared by everything, like... Yeah,
[ still am, actually. But, um... Z®D Y TY, KREBR—HBTLEN, TINPREGXITRY E LT,
ele, —B/EETG LIEDIZL D TRONE, ZHRICEIDOX IR ETLE, ERE TG
EHARBIT N2 TeD T, FNTHM< T A THEEIMONATTIT &1,

Interviewer (39:01): That many snakes? = A 72 IZ~E N W2 A TT 0?2

Edwin (39:02): Well, not, not only snakes, but centipedes. ~E 7217 U7, AT b,
Interviewer (39:06): Yeah, the centipedes are pretty wild. X 2. A0 T [3EHE T IV T L,
Edwin (39:08): And cicadas, and like these big hornets. And I'm, just in general, I'm not really
comfortable around, um, any creepy crawlers. X & 972 L, KRERAZXANFE, L2,
EWED X9 RAEZWITRRIINTEFRATT,

Interviewer (39:15): Oh, okay. & 9 72 A Cd 43,

Edwin (39:17): Stuff like that. = 9 \» 9 <D 5 T,

Interviewer (39:18): Yeah. And then that, that's what, uh, that's what Yamato-cho is full of. [LIZH] %
ZIONIDONRTL SAVETNH,

Edwin (39:23): Exactly, yeah. And I did not experience that in, in Tokyo, so that was all new to me. <
DAY TT, FRTITRER L2222 72D T, EIZ L o TUTT N THHE (THEER) TLT

Interviewer (39:26): Oh, okay. So, uh, certainly there's a shock going from the big city to the
countryside. What about when, when, you know, you first came to Japan? Uh, what was your initial
impression? Obviously, you know, you came to the country expecting, you know, it to be a certain way.



Uh, what was your, your impression after, after coming? 72 5 1% &, #E0 6 HE~DOERIIH - 7=
TLXID, BRHUNICHARIZKIZFEOHIRIZIE S TLEN? b BEALHLBRED THEEREF- T
ko EBNETR, FRISETATE IR LE LEEN?

Edwin (39:50): Um, it's... I hope I'm not gonna offend anyone with, uh, with my answer, but, um... So
having that image from The Karate Kid movie, I thought that that was all going to be more like a, some
kind of tropical paradise-kind of setting. 9 —Au...... BXMHEPZRNPFIZ S FERNENNDTT
Beviiooo [RABF Xy Rl OAA=URHST2DT, ok H, MEOHRED L S 25T
7ZEBSTWEATT,

Interviewer (40:03): Okay. 72 5% &,

Edwin (40:04): And obviously it was not, because I ended up in the city. And the only image that I have
from Tokyo as a city, or from Japan maybe as a whole... I think a lot of people in the Netherlands have
this image of Japan that everything is very high tech. TH EFFITEWE L7z, HRTHE WD T
Tb, TT7FDESDADBFFSTWDLAERDA A—=F, [FXTHENAMT ] Lo b
DTT,

Interviewer (40:17): Sure. = 9 TJ 43,

Edwin (40:18): And that everyone in Japan is really smart when it comes to technology and that
everything is way more advanced and modern. And I felt that it was actually not modern at all and that,
um, sort of people were living 50 years behind the Netherlands. So I... Where I do think that a great
number of inventions come from Japan, I also do think that a lot of Japanese people don't have the
money to actually use those inventions, and that it takes a bit of time before they actually get introduced
into Japanese households. H R N A AT 7 /o V—|Z3E L T, X THENR L TWTESY
YIEENIA A=Y, THEBEICEIRECEL U TIEIRWERLCEL, LA, FT7UF KDY
50BN TS KO BRHIREAZTTEATY, REDL LWIERARIZS SARKRNGAEETRT
WD DIFTHENTT D, < DHARNIENZME S RBDROD)N, —RFEIZE M T D FETIZ
FEI 2320725 D TIE g & vk Lz,

Interviewer (40:51): Okay. 72 5% &,

Edwin (40:52): Whereas, uh, coming from a pretty rich country as the Netherlands myself, we are
probably, um, using most of the Japanese inventions before Japanese people do. 47 > % D X 9 7327
ROBERENSERD L AANDIERMLEZ AANL Y SEBITELZBRES TWD X9 2Rl
h T,

Interviewer (41:07): Interesting. BLERZ LA TF 43,

Edwin (41:09): And so, uh, I think in terms of... Well, I'll give you one example. In the Netherlands, uh,
when I was still in school—and uh, this is like more than 40 years ago now—um, we were already
working with smart boards, like, uh, the size of, like, really big blackboards. Uh, I still have (yet) to see
those in schools here. I don't—I've never seen them in, in Japanese schools even to this day. il 2 |{X—>
BIEFTELL D, T X TIHENFAEE >TZEH—B 9 40 FLL ERTTTA—F TITK
ERBRIA ADAY—FR—REflioTWE L, TH, WELRIZARDERTENLEZ R
ZEWHYEFA, SRICEDLIETEDL,

Interviewer (41:31): Mostly blackboards and whiteboards. KX B NA Y A4 FAR— K TT 4,

Edwin (41:33): Yeah, uh, and if you do see smart boards, they are like television-sized smart boards
here in Japan. But I've never seen, like, technology that advanced. And, uh, the smart boards that my
teachers used in the Netherlands were like, like, well, like I said, the size of a normal blackboard, but



also you could watch TV on them, you can—you could show videos, you could use them as, as like old-
fashioned blackboards if you wanted to. Uh, you could do basically anything that you, you can envision,
uh, you can do that with those kind of, uh, smart boards. And this is just one thing, but, uh, technology
as a whole was like, really in my mind old-fashioned to what, where I came from. X X, HA TR T
HAZ—FR=REITLELS BLWVWOREITT LR, A7 U FTRENRLES TWDITE#ED
BV A AT, TLEBROLND L, ETABIHEDL L, HFHORKE LTHER D, u@“(
XHZLIFMTHETELLORBLOTLE, ZHFFlCBmIETAN, 77 /8y —2KIC
BWT, ENRFoLBRBEICHAD EARYICTHERE LA TT,

Interviewer (42:15): Yeah. Certainly a lot of people, you know, in universities remarked that, you
know, students don't have laptop computers, they just use their phones. = 9 C9°43, KFETH, F4E
)= MY arEREPICAYRET THEEE TV D Z LIZES ANEZZNTT,

Edwin (42:24): Yeah. Exactly, yeah. And, um, and also, uh, the fact that when you, when you lived here
in Japan there was a closing time—and there still is, I believe, uh—for, for ATMs. That blew my mind.
And, um, so I can still remember that the first weekend that I intended to go out, um, I thought, "Okay,
I’ll, I’1l..." because in the Netherlands I never ever, uh, had cash on me. D@ Y T, FiILn b,

H A JHE/VT%LT ATM I =R A2 E—A4THE D F 3 h—IZIiTEE S50
LELE, YIOBERICHNMT LD ELEROZ L EZRATWET, 7 X TIEBHEEZED
B EEN B RPSTZDT,

Interviewer (42:51): Right, right. X 2. & 9 T2,

Edwin (42:52): I was always paying by debit card or, or credit card, but never ever with cash. So I went

out into the city and I was like, "Okay, let's have a party." And then I, I realized that I couldn't get any

money out of the system because all the ATMs were closed, and they didn't take credit cards, they didn't

take debit cards. So I was basically out of money. 7 £ b — K7 L b B— REAWT, Bl

BIRNTHES T2 e oTe, TNTH~SROVHLT TEHRLL 5 LE-72h, ATM
EFHE-STWHLH L, A= Fbfixny, —CHELRETT XL,

Interviewer (43:13): And this is before the, the convenience stores had ATMs? =2 > B =|Z ATM /3 T
EHHIDFETT N ?

Edwin (43:16): Exactly, exactly. Yeah, yeah, yeah. So I mean, for me those kind of experiences were
like, "Yeah, wow, I don't know, I don't understand why everyone always has this image of Japan being
so technically advanced because it's not at all." And, and I was really sort of getting homesick because of
that, because I, I was missing a lot of... Well, I, I think I was just experiencing culture shock, but I was
like missing a lot of the, uh, um, conveniences of back home, I guess. = 9 T3, £D@EY TJ, 72
INOZAREREZ LT, [IRATHABRBRENAT VLB TWDOATES D | BRE AR
ZLERVDIZ) &, ENTHOLEA—L Yy 7270 £ L7k, ULERE (vLrFy—2>9 >
2) ol A2 BNETN, BIROMER SRR L TEED FHEATLE

Interviewer (43:48): Right, right. Yeah, I, I can, I can relate to a lot of that. Yeah. Um, so, uh, getting
back to, to your career. Uh, you've, you've worked at the embassy, uh, you, you've, uh, uh, worked in the
in the, um, in the JET program, but now you've gone on to do a lot of really interesting things. Can you

talk about some of those things? 27220 £9, HWHTZ LB TSAHV ET, ST, ¥
U7 OFEICREY EL D, KMEETHE, JET 7 r 7 7 AR ENE L, S bk
HWEE#IZ7-< SASNTWET LR, ZHUTONWTHEPETWEZT £ 2

Edwin (44:07): Yeah, so, um, first of all, um, I, I think... I'm not sure what, what nowadays what the,
uh, the rules or regulations are, but I had to actually go back home after serving, um, the JET program
for four years or so. And so, I had to go back to the Netherlands once. Uh, but by the time I, I had
already met my wife—or it (she) was not my wife yet, but we were starting dating—and I, as sort of
because of that, I really wanted to go back to Japan. And also, right before I moved back to the



Netherlands, uh, that was in 2011 when you had the big earthquake. And I saw how wonderfully
Japanese people were helping everyone and each other, and I was like, "Yeah, i want to be a part of
that." And so for me that really gave me a strong feeling of, "I want to go back to Japan." But I also, at
the same time, I did not want to be a teacher necessarily anymore. X 2., E 7 ......5 D/L—/LT45H
DEEAN, BEHIIET 7077 L% 4FIEEHO %, —EIRELRTERY FEATL
e TNT—EAT U HICRATZDOTE N, TORTTIZAOELHEZ>TWT (HEHIEL
FFEBVIRDTIEND TLIEDR) | BEOHFELH > THARIZRED e B-oTHnEL
Too Fio, WEERDO 2011 FIZHORELDHY . ARABRBENIZIT G O FHES LWNE
ZRT, THOBZO—ATHY V] EBUKLCTLATY, TH, FFCLT LHEEITH
DRI THH Y FHATLT

Interviewer (45:06): No, I can relate to that. Z L3000 7,

Edwin (45:07): Even though I, I mean, I love teaching, so don't get me wrong, but there was more to life
for me than just teaching. And so I had some time to think about what I wanted to do when I moved
back home. And some of my friends had finished business school, and I had to find a part-time job in the
Netherlands to, to make money there. And so I started working for a internet company, and they were
getting a lot of stuff that they imported from China and they sold them online in the Netherlands. And I
saw how successful that was. I was like, "This is something that I could probably see myself doing as
well. This is not too difficult," I thought. And so, uh, that sort of gave me the idea with my friends in the
Netherlands, uh, who went to business school, to set up a, um, a company in which we were either going
to import stuff from Japan into the Netherlands or vice versa. And some of the friends that [ made here
while I was living in Japan... I actually took some karate classes here and I ended up having friends, um,
in that karate club who are CEOs of, uh, of bigger online companies here in Japan. #x % = & |3 K4
TN, NEZEFEALZELSMCb b o LARENEN S D LB o7z A T, IRER. a2 L
OB Z DN H Y F Lz, BEVRARI —VEHEENTEZLEWELIZL, B b4
BB Tewllry FEEORMETT VS Fatho i Lc, £ 2 TIEPEDSHEA L2
AT DRy PTHRSTHNT, TRBRED LT LOE2RAT, [ZHRbEDIZHTE
LD, TNEEH LS REZES7E] LBSTZATY, ENTEYRARZ — VRO N & —Ff
2. BRNSF T Z HDLWIZEDH ORI AZIT OB END BT 57 A7 7 20
DEFE L, HARIMEATWZEHICHE > TW 2Tl OMEIC, AKRDORFA LT A ¥
D CEO7=HANZZ &b, RIFLICARY £ LI

Interviewer (46:24): Oh, okay. 72 5 1% £,

Edwin (46:25): So I thought that was actually an easy match, and, and we could do that. And so we
set—we set up this, uh, this system, this, um, trading company. And that was sort of one foot in the door
for my new life. And at the same time, [ knew that I had to have some kind of a more steady job here in
Japan because otherwise I would not get the visa, uh, in order to get back to... 2472 5 EF< < &
B, BESHEH ETE L, ZRBH LWAE~OFE —HTLZ, FKRIC, BARIZED
D EFEZMIFT HI121%, ARTLE LRI BERH D Z & baho TnE L,

Interviewer (46:48): Right, right. Good point. X X, BHE QAR A > K TH i3,

Edwin (46:49): So, um, I did get an offer from, uh, the, uh, from the, the board of education in, uh,
Minamioguni. And they offered me a job to start working for, for them as a, as a teacher, but also as a,
um, as just a international relations-kind of guy who would do, uh, research as to, um, how to get more
tourism into their, their town, and to set up projects and to do a lot of communication and, um, well stuff
like that. So it was, it was more than just teaching and that, that appealed to me. And I told them, "Okay,
I'd love to do this, um, but I'm not going to do this forever, and I also want to set up my own company.
So under, under those circumstances, if you're still willing to have me, uh, I'd be willing to do the job."
And they agreed to, uh, letting me set up my own company. = A/72EE, F/NNEITOHBEEER D
FT7 7= WEIEEE L, AL LTI TR, TOBDEEAZBOT o OESL T 1Y
=27 FOIDH B, IRERIEEN 2 & 21T 0 ERAZRAO X O R T, BIZHEA L7210 TIER



VMEERERNRICEINE Lz, TSI THEORD 20T T N, T§o88 175500 1EH0
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B2 E LT, WOITERSHEIED Z L 2K LTI NLE LT,

Interviewer (47:48): Fantastic. &liF 5 LV,

Edwin (47:49): Uh, so while I was having no problems anymore with the visa application process—
because now they could sign off on that—um, I could still work on setting up my, my company with my
friends back home. And also, being in the Netherlands again at that time, I was approached by a band
who wanted to record with me. Because, um, in the days that I still worked for Universal Music, um, my
name got credited in the liner notes a lot. And some bands who were just coming up, uh, they, they saw
my credits as being the producer for a record that I really liked. ™ D H &5 &% & BERFEAIZ 72 > T
SNT=DOTRIBER SR, T FORKNESHBILOREFHHHED IV E Lz, /2L D,
FT U BICWTERHZH 53 R b T—FEIZ Vﬂ~74/7bh‘J&F%ﬂT%ﬂibto
L= N=P L THNTWEEH, CDDT A T —/ —VICELSBEOLFIN 7 LYy STV
hfﬁo;h#%mbmbiokwoﬂ/kﬁ\%W7D7:—xbt¢méﬁf\ﬂeﬂo
T NTEATT R,

Interviewer (48:26): Okay. 72 5% &,

Edwin (48:27): And they were like, "Yeah, we want to have Edwin as our producer." And so I said,
"Okay, I, I will do it, but I only have, uh, six months." So that's not a lot of time for, like, a full-length
album. So I, "I do want to do this with you, but then you have to promise me that you give it your all.
Like, you have to really do your best. i 513 = K7 4 7 vBTF 2 —ALTIELV) £5-T
TE L7, BT Tk, TH 6 7 H LDKRIDRWATL] EEWE L, ZATANLEE
DIZITE VI T, [R506123, BELbb e R<TEHRL TN &,

Interviewer (48:47): Right, right? X .. % 9 T943,

Edwin (48:48): And, uh, we have to finish this within six months. But if you do that, then I will promise
you that we, uh, at least get a Top 40, like, uh, listing." And that's something that you can obviously not
promise at all, but I felt really good about this band. [6 » AUNIZKEDOHE S, & L2/1EZ R L
TND7b, Dl tb by 74Ty — M USEDERRLED ] LESTLATT,
bHLAANZEARZERRTEDITTHRVDTT RN, TONY FITITHEERH Y £ L,

Interviewer (49:03): So you did promise it? FIIR L H R 572 A TT 2

Edwin (49:04): 1 did promise it, yes. And fortunately for me and for the band, I did keep my promise as
well because, uh, out of that full-length album, we ended up with two songs on number one. fJH L %

L7z, BRI LIS, ZDOT AL 28 125 L, KREZTLZENRTEE LK,
Interviewer (49:15): The Top 40, number one song on the Top 40? > 740 T 1 {if%& ?

Edwin (49:17): Yes. And two other ones ended up in the Top 25 somewhere. Uh, so we got four
rankings, uh, like in the Top 40. (L, flLo 2 #i$ 25 L LANIC . BERt4ERTFy—h AL
L7,

Interviewer (49:25): From one album? — 2D 7 LS A G T ?

Edwin (49:26): From one album! So that was like—that was sort of restarting my whole career as a
music producer. And because of that, in the Netherlands, I got one phone call after the other. Uh, there
were not so many emails then, but like, a lot of people wanted to work with me again. I was like, "Wow,
how am I going to ever combine that with my work in Japan?" And so I thought, "I have to build a
recording studio in, in Japan," so that I can still do that kind of work because nowadays, because of the



internet, you can just basically— % 9. —fDT NANRNLNE ! TnEO T 0T 2 —H—L LT
DXY VT EFBEEIIEDLZoNFIZR 0V E LT, T HFHENLIRE EEFERNPPH-TL D
X127, BALRY TEh-—EEEN L] EE->oTNE Lz, BT THRTOHE
LIRS TN SEIUTNVWATE? ] B, THRIZAZ DT EEAD ] LERVWOEEL
oo BOFR, A4 ¥ —Fy bBRBHIVUX, AT,

Interviewer (50:01): Be anywhere. & ZICW T HEHENTEX LT 613,

Edwin (50:02): — As a producer, you can work anywhere in the world. And so that gave me a chance
to still go back to Kumamoto and set up my own recording studio here and still work with all those
artists in Europe who wanted to work with me. And so I realized that that was an opportunity for me and
I, I seized that moment. And so I did start my own recording studio here. Um, I also set up that, uh,
imports and export trading company. And, um, I still... well, in the beginning, I still worked for the
Minamioguni Board of Education, but I quit that job, um, maybe three years after I came here. And then,
um, I still help them out sometimes, like when they, when they need a hire teacher, I sometimes go there
for one hour a week or so. Um, and, um I do like teaching, so I also still have three language schools
here in Japan. So I, I teach maybe... well, altogether, I'm not teaching that much right now. Maybe
altogether three hours or four hours a week. And the rest of the time, I'm spending most of my days here
in the studio. And especially now, I'm working on the score of a movie—a European movie—which will
come out in the cinemas probably around, around the world actually, later this year. So there's a big
deadline for me. And as I'm doing that now, uh, since my studio is here in Nishiharamura, uh, I had a
chance to work a lot with amateurs and also professionals from Japan. Uh, so here we actually record a
lot of artists that I'm very sure your students know from the Avex label. 7’27 = —H%—& L TEZ T
LEENTE D, ENOEARIZIEY, HODAZ P ffoTa—my 07 —7 4 A e b
HFEELFET DLV ENRRITIZATYT, TOF ¥ U AZAR, ZIZAZVFEED £ LT,
BHEMUIH EFELE L, BHO3IFIZETENEITOZELZESTHLBHEE LN, 4
b IEFDTWET, 7RI ADREZREFHIHE | NI EHB AT 2L EH YD 725,
BADZLFHERDT, FEFEFRD IERE LTWET, Lo THAITEIZ 3, 4FFHZE
ZDORRET, IZEALORMIEAZ VA TEI L TWET, IR T — 1 v Bl o35 255
TEICHUD fHA TWT, AFEZREICIIHRPT TREASND FTERD T, iUl BEb TV E
T, FRAICH D ZDOAZVATIE, BRDT vF 277 ml b —fichFs LTnET
Fo TAXRY T ADT =T 4 A RN EZZITCLa—7 47 L T0ET, FEIALLDLD
oMo TWNHANIZHTT,

Interviewer (51:53): Oh, okay. ~%.. & 9 72 A TT

Edwin (51:54): I'm personally also under contract with Avex as a published artist. So the music that I
write and compose as an artist, uh, for, for rock bands and pop bands here in Japan, they are all, uh,
distributed by, uh, Avex. Otherwise I'm independent. So the movie that I'm doing right now, I do that
under my own name. A H HIEFR L L T A Ry 7 R L L TWET, ERHADOT v 7
VRROR Y T ADTEDICENT, ARy I ANV —RXINTWET, FLLAMNT T
U—F AL LTEHNTWT, SOMEOHF S B OARTTZIT TWET,

Interviewer (52:16): So let's, let's, uh, let's list all these things. Ti%, B L THE L X 97D,
Edwin (52:18): Yes. {3\,

Interviewer (52:19): So you're, you're a cultural attaché, you, uh, you are involved in, in language
education, you have a recording studio, uh, you're working with movies, uh, you're working with artists,
and you're composing your own music. AL 7 ¥ v = THY | SBEFHBFICLEDY . La—TF 4
VIR H R, MBEEREE TN, 7T 4 A MEERL, BOfElb I TS,

&



Edwin (52:33): True, yeah. = D3l ) T9 42,

Interviewer (52:35): And is that, is that it? Anything else to add to the list? LA ECL X 9 7> ? iz V
A NMIMABLZ EEHY T2

Edwin (52:38): Well, this is, this is not really my main job or so, but what I sometimes get asked to do
is to, uh, to be the MC, if you like, or the presenter during the international festival, for example, which
is once a year. And I sometimes do that on TV or the radio as well. = 9 T34, KL V9 biF T

THD EHAD, FIZEDEEE T = AT 4 /2L ETRIE MC) ZHHINDIENHV F
T, TLERTI VAT LB Y —D L2 t%2TH528H0 £ X,

Interviewer (53:00): Oh, okay. 72 5% £,

Edwin (53:01): So I sometimes like, sort of do those kind of gigs. Um, I, I actually also do some
designing work together with my wife. And, let's see, am I leaving (anything) out? We actually also do
some, uh, tours here. So, uh, some of the artists who wanted me to produce their records from Europe—
and later also from the States, actually—they, um, they also wanted to tour Japan, but they didn't know,
like, how to go from being an artist in Europe or the States to coming here with their bands to tour. So
we also promote and we also arrange and manage these tours. & A7 & U DO BEIEOMEFE LT FI200
£, TN, ZLE—RITIFA L OEFLLTWET, HEiT... . MrENTLH07R?
b, ARTOYT—EELLTWEY, BV 7 a—X&KELLI—n vy 0 (&IZT
AVTIDE) 7—T 4 A Mebn, THRTYTY—%2 LW LEVWHTZLERHLATT,
THWSIE, WS NE AN F@NTHARTE 5 Y 7 —Z OO0 A, 720
LELBENTrE—T g VTR, YR VAV T RTEEZITTHET,

Interviewer (53:40): So not, not just, uh, obviously as, as tourists, but arranging their tour schedule and
booking the venues. /2 5BU% & LT TR, YT — A7V 2 — VOB O TR *
TENDHDTT I,

Edwin (53:48): Yeah. So, so some of the, uh, the live show tours that we're talking about... like, um, I
don't know if you've ever heard of, um, um, let's see who's an artist that you might know... uh, The
Gipsy Kings? 2. 2, A4 7Y 7 —OHZZETH & HEDEN S TWD NITWD 0378 A
— « ¥ 7 X (The Gipsy Kings) LW Z &3H 0 £372

Interviewer (54:02): Oh yeah, yeah, I’ve heard of them. 2 2. HHEAABWTZZ L3 H D £,

Edwin (54:03): So we, we did their live tour here in Japan. Um, or yeah, most, most of the artists that
we work with are like, um, uh, European artists. So uh, Jennifer Ewbank is a singer from the
Netherlands, and she did her, uh, tour in Japan here. So that means that we, we organized, um, and we,
we managed the, uh, the live shows here, um, and we, we booked their gigs and we, we did everything
from the moment that she stepped onto the, uh, onto the airplane in the Netherlands. And we actually
house the entire band here and crew, and we, we took them physically to the, to the location— 1% & ® H
ANEETFHTE L, HLiX, 2<Fa—myXOT7—T 4 ANTThR, £T7 UV FORFY
=== 2= SU I DHAY T — bR & Lz, WA T v 5 CHRATHIC T o 7B
5., HRTOIA 7O/, EE, 7yX 7 ETRTTT, N RAUA—T L—28%
ZZWRELET, FEELRBGETHELAEAT. ...,

Interviewer (54:43): From place to place to place. % Hi & #5 4 L3710 TiT< DI T4,

Edwin (54:44): Yeah. We fed them and we, uh, we went to the TV studios and the radio studios with
these people and we made sure that every was, everything was set up properly. And, uh, so we, we sold
the tickets. So we basically do all that, all that stuff for, um, yeah, for music as well as, um, uh, artists
like, um... There's a painter from the Netherlands, uh, and we organize expositions (exhibitions) for, for
his paintings and we sell his, his art here in Japan. So there's... X 2, BFOMIELITH L, T LB



R T VA RICHEIT LT, X THEEICE Y M Ty 7SN TWHERLET, F7 v b
DIRFHEHDTHLTRY £7, ERLET TRMMOEINE S ... Bl ZNXA T o Z NDBRRU
DTN, WORRE ML T, AATHEREZRZELIZY B LTHES, b, o

Interviewer (55:18): There's a lot. There's a lot on the go. A2 %F L9 My, FIZEHWNTWE T
1o

Edwin (55:19): Yeah, no, no, no day is the same in my life. Every—every single day I'm doing
something else. = 9 72 A T9, FILHIZ—HELTHY EX¥A, HEHEH, EH>ZLEZL T
e

Interviewer (55:22): Okay. Uh, moving to the, the final questions here, Edwin. Uh, you've been doing a
lot of really interesting things here in Japan and, uh, I, I'd just be interested in hearing what are some
challenges, uh, that you faced. Ti&, IEOEMIIBV EL L5, = FUv s, HRTIHIZE
HHWEBIZ SN TE 2P T, Bl Lz TE] < TR AHEEx T EE 0,

Edwin (55:38): Okay. Yeah, on a work-related base... uh, the very biggest challenge, and that's
something that I, yeah, I have a big problem with these days, is, uh, the, the money flow between Japan
and other countries around the world, uh, with my trading company. So, uh, for example, if we, if we
buy products, uh, from a company let's say in the Netherlands and we have to ship that to Japan, um, one
of my partner companies, uh, who is a Japanese company in Tokyo, he needs to pay me for the, the
actual goods and items, and then I have to pay the company in the Netherlands to, uh, um, to release the
product so that we can ship them out. However, um, since maybe two years ago or so, or three years ago,
uh, increasingly the, the money flow is getting more and more difficult. And so now if I just wanted to
pay the factory in the Netherlands for the, for the products that we need to ship, uh, it's, it's nearly
impossible to do that because, um, for some reason the Japanese government is very afraid of money
laundering and stuff like that. Uh, and, and they're afraid that they're getting, uh, or that we are being
paid by countries such as North Korea and whatnot. So it's really extremely difficult and it's a really big
hassle to, to just wire transfer money from your Japanese company bank account into a company bank
account in a different country. TA/EM TV 2L, HRIAYICRKE 2R LU TV D ERKROHR
BT, BHI2R8 05 TEARLHSOFOERTE)] T, X, 77 FOattnbili
HoTHANKED GG, WO/ — M F—0% (EAREH) HERICRE&ZHA, Erthz
AT FORITEE LT, BMmEELTHE 9 LW oithice £9, Linl, 222,
3, EEDOFHRENETETH LI R>TWVWDIATT, A7 X¥OTHIIREEZESH &F
L2 T. b IORABIZEND LV OREERENES, £ 950 DI 2B ARBIFIZ~ *—
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Interviewer (57:15): I see. 72 512 &,

Edwin (57:16): And that's such a pain in the ass that that is my biggest, um... well, hassle or problem
that I'm facing nowadays in my work here. K42 7Y @|< 725 (OOELHEE) | F5CTT
Lo T4, AARATOLEFETER L TWDHRKRDOKATT,

Interviewer (57:24): So if you're talking about, you know, from a European country to a European
country, you wouldn't have these hurdles? 3 — 12 v SOE[F L THIULX, £ D X 9 72fEEIT LW
DT IN?

Edwin (57:28): No problem whatsoever! And it's actually really easy. Like, um, in Europe, uh, we, we
have a system it's called Tikkie—it's just, uh, in within one second I can, I can wire transfer, uh, money
from my account to yours and you, you have it right away. Um, that's—that's not something that I ever
see happening here in Japan. It takes me weeks in order to get the money from, from here to the, the

factory in the Netherlands, for example. =< fi H Y FHEA ! L LATIKHETT, I—r Yy



N2 TTikkie] EWH VAT AR H ST, 1L BIVIED OEND H727-0 O HE~EAET
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BaENEL< ETIZ, MEB L2 ATT NG

Interviewer (57:56): Right. And the costs are quite prohibitive too? L7t ., FEEFL 372V @ o
Tix?

Edwin (57:59): Exactly, yeah. So, um, yeah, for us that's, that's not only... yeah, a stress point, because
it gives, gives us a lot of stress every, every time, but also because it takes so long, the exchange rate is
changing. And so for the amounts that we are transferring—I won't mention them on the video—but, but
those are really big, big amounts. And so even... Z DY T3, AT T A ML AW E L7201
T2 <, WP ENTHREL— R LD TLEIATT, XL TV HefHIT—F
TATIEEVEEAN MR @ETT, b o

Interviewer (58:28): A slight change. > 72 A#HTH,

Edwin (58:29): A slight change is massive. 127 22727275, & TOHRWEHDEICR DA T,
Interviewer (58:32): Okay. 72 5 1E &,

Edwin (58:32): So, uh, we, we lose or sometimes we gain. But we lose a lot of money because of this
too. And so it's just... that's... If I could change one thing in Japan, it would be making it easier on a
global scale to just pay certain things that have to be paid. 542952 L 1 H D £T28, HE2T52

EbZ, bLAKT—DORETEZLNDRE, 77— LR HRT I3 REBDE AL
— R D EDITTHZ L) T,

Interviewer (58:49): And yet, you know, Japan has this, this image of, of being, you know, it is, itis a
trading country, it is a producer. And yet... HARIZIE TG KE] [MUERE] L) A A—UN0
HHDIT ...,

Edwin (58:58): It's—it's nearly impossible nowadays to trade globally because of this. So it's, um, that's
a real pain in the ass. _@F'EJE'E@“H_‘U\T AR EZMEFICHES T D OIEIAFARRICENTT X,

ARBIZHWN-72H DT,

Interviewer (59:04): So do you think (recent) regulations have actually made it increasingly difficult?

BAL ORI, R E SHICHLL LTHD EEUETN?
Edwin (59:08): Yeah, oh yeah! X 2., [HEV /2 < !
Interviewer (59:10): Oh, really? Okay. A4 T9 7>,
Edwin (59:11): Very much so. A4 |2% 5 T9 X,

Interviewer (59:12): I—I thought banking was difficult when I came here 20 years ago. 20 #-Fij|ZFADS
N - IRe b ER1T O Ffe I mfE 72 & R E L2,

Edwin (59:16): Oh no, it was really easy if you... \ 2 W2, HOEIIEZHHETLZ...... o
Interviewer (59:17): Oh no! = A 73 !

Edwin (59:18): If you thought that that was difficult, it's a nightmare nowadays! Like... &HAU2NEE L >
EBRoTWee b, Al3b ) HEZ) TF X!



Interviewer (59:22): Oh dear. TAUIZ KT,

Edwin (59:23): Seriously. I wish that we could back, go back even to four years ago. Like in the last
four years, it's been really increasingly difficult. So, yeah. E.ifi H 7258, 4 4FAIIZRE D 720 < BN T
T ZOAFETARYCAFICH LR L,

Interviewer (59:32): Oh, okay. Uh, other sort of cultural-related challenges? As a Dutch person, as a
global citizen living in... 27220 £ L7z, MUIZSbAY2E TOMBEILH D £370 2 BARI(ED A

FUAN, BHOHNTIHIERTTE S LT...... o

Edwin (59:39): Okay, so especially nowadays, this is something that I feel with, uh, not being able to
travel because of COVID-19... I, I do have a lot of acquaintances in Japan and people that I feel friendly
with. But I never felt that I could really make friends in Japan. And in the Netherlands, I have, well, like
a lot of—a lot of friends. And not just like... I mean, these days people say, "Oh, I have 5,000 Facebook
friends" or so—I don't consider those people friends. When I say "friend," I mean real, like, real friends
that you can, um... you can always call them, you can always count on them, uh, you can like help each
other out. Those... You, you'll be there for each other. You can have fun with each other, you can laugh,

youcancry... = 9 T3, FFlicaa M TBENHRINTWLIASE LS ETIN....... H
AIZIE Ty AV RBLL LTV AL EANVET, Th, BAT IRYOEKRTOK
E] BEND LKL 1TH D FERA, AT UFIIE. T2 SADKENNET, 5 O
[Facebook DA ENS 5,000 AW D | 7RATE I ADWETD, FEIXEAROZKEL ITEWE
Bh, ENRED TKE] LI1Z, WHOTHLEFTEC, HYAZT, BF& 25, BEWLWDD
IZIFIEL, —FBITR LA, B, DT 5., o

Interviewer (1:00:29): Sure. X X,

Edwin (1:00:29): Those kind of people. Those real friends. In the Netherlands, I would have quite a bit
of those kind of people around me. Here in Japan, I feel—and, and maybe that's a bias that [ have and
maybe that's not true at all—but what my experience is here, you can make sort of a bond with people
until a certain extent. & 9 W9 KW OKGETT, T TIEEIWI ABED ITHEBNE L
2o THHARTORER F——ZUIEDRELS LWL, fiE>TWnD0s LILEEAN
—HOBEDE ZAHAETEMERDD Z LB TETETI,

Interviewer (1:00:53): Right, right, right. X 2., % 9 T3,

Edwin (1:00:54): And if you wanted to go deeper, if you wanted to go and become a real friend, then all
of a sudden people shut their doors and, and you're just the foreigner who is sort of their "excuse
foreigner." I've never felt discriminated upon, and if I had, most of the time it would only be positive.
But this is that one thing that I feel that I do sort of feel discriminate—discriminated upon. Uh, because
when you try to become real friends with Japanese people, it's—it feels like there's no room for them in
that group. CAVLL IR BEAIA S 5 &5 &, BARTZHHLONTLE D, R, Ao

[EVERE LT GLumR) AEAN] TLORWAREEE L DLATT, b I £ E%
T2 L3 L, HoTHRIT 4 T RERTORBITLEZ2, ZHICBEL T M8t
B LW o, HOREO TR ZRECETR, ARANEARLGOKLEIRSH ELTH, 5
DA 2=7 4 DPIEDIEGINIRN L O L TLE D AT,

Interviewer (1:01:27): Yeah. = 9 T943,

Edwin (1:01:27): And um, that's—that's something that I find very difficult, especially nowadays,
because we cannot go out of Japan. I cannot go to my friends in the Netherlands right now, I cannot go
to, uh, friends in other places, I cannot see my family because of COVID. We, we have to stay here in
Japan. T3, FRIZHANOHONRWAITENTT, anFTOENWTE T VXA DOLEIZHS
WIZATH 22 L, OB OKAREIRIC bR A T, HRICEED LR ATT,



Interviewer (1:01:46): Sure. X X,

Edwin (1:01:47): And that too, actually... When I heard friends who did try to leave Japan, I heard that
if they left with their family and their family would be, for example, if they were married into a Japanese
family, they had a Japanese wife and kids, but they would still be American or so. Then they could go to
America, but then to come back was impossible. So they had to separate from their family, and I, I did
not like that prospect, so I, I chose not to try that even. ZALiZ...... HARZEENL S & LTINS
FIWIZGE T2, BIZIET AU DADRPAARNDERSLFLEFEHEL THNTH, —ET AU D
IRET D & BAERNTERNWEWIRNDR DV £ Lz, Fik & BB 72 5 72 ATt 2
LR NDOT, BIIREEZRAAD LS X LEFATLE,

Interviewer (1:02:18): Right, right. = 9 T9743,

Edwin (1:02:19): But, uh, so I—those kind of things I do feel are very difficult. = 9 9 Z & 23E 72
HE, RIFVIEFITHLNEEEET,

Interviewer (1:02:22): Uh, you hear... I hear that both of what you're, you're saying there. The, sort of
being the, the token foreigner in the group and, and always being treated sort of as, as, uh... Well, uh,
treated differently. And the difficulty in making friendships with, with, with men, it's something that I've
heard repeatedly. 5> Lo o7 2D Z &, K< bbb ET, [T A—T7NORLZRIRIME
ANl ELTRRIWWENRTLES 28, ZLTHMERIETERWAEZES 2L 0L 1%, fih
DHNH b LHEFETT,

Edwin (1:02:44): Yeah. = 9 T9°43,

Interviewer (1:02:45): I don't think you're alone with those—those things. Yeah, yeah. And I think
though those, uh, those feelings or that situation is, is exacerbated by the COVID situation now. & 7272
I TEHY FEAL, ZLTEORER, 50ana T fMTIHITELTVWSDOTL LD
13,

Edwin (1:02:54): Yeah, yeah. = D@ ) T9,

Interviewer (1:02:55): Well, thank you very much for, uh, for sharing that. Uh, um, I think my students
will be very interested in everything that you have to say. Um, just a as a way of closing, uh, uh, can you
tell us a little bit about your future plans here in Japan? B E/2BEE, HV N E D TIWET, FAD
FHEEBLE, HRTEOFFET X TCUTHK AL FFOIET T, &REZIC, 2%O AR TOEFHEIZ DN T
DLENME TR ET0?

Edwin (1:03:09): Sure. Um, yeah, okay. So maybe if you've been looking at this video, uh, I don't know
how, how high the quality is right now... ¥ 5AATH, 22 & ... ZOETAEB WD ITIEA
DN LILERAD (HENENLS BWg D EEAR) ... o

Interviewer (1:03:17): Very high... The highest! & H'& T7 & !

Edwin (1:03:18): I’'m waiting to see. But, um, you, you might have noticed that I have some scars on
my face, and that's because last year, um, I was treated for cancer. And, um, because of that, I also
realized that maybe I've been working too much. I mean, [—I love—I love working, I love my work,
and I love helping people, and I love... Like most of what I do when I work is with people. And so, uh,
especially building that bridge between Japan and Europe and, and whatnot, I love that. But I realized
when I got cancer and when I was in the hospital that there's more to life than just working. And
especially now that I have two younger kids, um, me and my wife decided that maybe in, um, in two
years from now, I might actually, uh, semi-retire. Um, in five years from now... and I'm not sure what... |
actually want to put this on the videotape. 2 L A T4 4, ...... LIXTFEOEHITEMN H 5 DIZZ D
b LvEHA, EFE BOBEZLTWIATYT, ZORBRZELT, P ULEIEZTEE -



b LN eEROEE L, <2 eb, AZT228s, BAREL I —1 v /O ITHE
WD T L b RFEXTTN, ABREEOF T TANEITHEFELET L2\ EiESTZATY, FF
WZA NS 72 R AN D DT, %U‘E LT, 2B OWTITBEI VXA T 2RD L 9
MEZBZTWET, £LTSHFERZITIL..... HZTINEETHIEL TBEZWVLOTT N,

Interviewer (1:04:19): You're retiring in five years! 5 4212513135, & !

Edwin (1:04:20): I—I, yeah, [ am actually planning on retiring completely in five years from now. Um,
and, um, because [—I'm in the financial position that I can, and, um, me and my wife we have like a
system where actually we have passive income coming in and like enough, uh, that enables us to have
both our house here in Japan as well as the house that we have in the Netherlands. And, um, the only
thing that prevents us from going back and forth between the two houses is the fact that I have to work
here. 2 2. SHEBRITITFERIZINET 52560 T, FWVRENLREBIITETHET L,
—FEIZ, AREF T U HOMGOREMFFTELLETORTIHREG LN LM BIEY L
o Ay ZODEEZBBICITERT 202 01F T OME—DERIT, 522 Z T2l
MOV EW D RIZT 2 ATY,

Interviewer (1:04:51): Sure, your commitments. fEEHDETL (2 I v F A ) TT I,

Edwin (1:04:52): Exactly. So if I, if I can stop altogether in, in five years from now, then, um, yeah,
then we have the ability to move back and forth between Europe and Japan. And that way I can be there
for my mom in the Netherlands and because my father unfortunately already passed away, but I want to,
I want to be there to, uh, to provide support and so for my mom before she gets too old. % DY T

To D SERIITRICF 2SI ZENTENL, I—ry NERAREZHBIZITERTES
FOZR0ET, ZO5THIT. AT FITWDHRDOZIE _wf%fEMEﬁoxi%@&ﬁ%
AL TLESTDOT, BPNEBNDLRNIX L THIF WA TT,

Interviewer (1:05:18): Yeah, yeah. X 2., X %,

Edwin (1:05:19): And I want her and my family back home and my friends, too, to also have a chance
to see my kids grow up a little bit. But at the same time, my, my parents-in-law and my family here want
to have that same chance too. So being able to move back and forth between Japan and the Netherlands,
well, will hopefully enable us to do both, 7 X DFEHERLKANICEH, EO T BDOEZE R
HTHI v, —H T, AARDEHOMBSLFIRC R UM 2R > TELWY, AAREAT
o BBIATERTE D L9128, ZOmGTRHWET,

Interviewer (1:05:41): Sounds ideal to me. ¥EARA) Td 42,

Edwin (1:05:42): And I think there's going to be a lot of traveling, uh, coming up too after, after
COVID. = u T AT /2 b, ROBEBIALHTL X O LA,

Interviewer (1:05:47): Should be a huge boom. Yeah. K7 —AIZ72 5 TL Xk 9,

Edwin (1:05:48): Yep. Uh, so [ mean, yeah, we want to do a lot of traveling ourselves. I mean, uh, after
that is possible again. Uh, and... Um, so maybe when I'm saying in the video that I'm retiring completely
in five years from now, um, that might be dangerous because my, my company will still be there. So
even though I'm retiring, um, I'll, I'll have different... 2 2, F7ZHHICENT AL D176, H
DB BT SAITLIEZWTT, .. 7272, BT AT SHERITERLNE) LE 5013 L
RN LVEY A, SEBEERIIFERLET D, VXA T LThH, £hlo...,

Interviewer (1:06:16): Responsibilities... LN FED &,

Interviewer (1:06:17): Exactly. That I carry on to different people. Uh, and the studio will still be there.
And I'm... Being the, the workaholic that I am, I might actually not be able to, uh, retire completely



because I just love working so much. So maybe you'll see, still see me do certain bands, uh, because I
mean, | have very nice relationships with the major artists here in Japan that I really enjoy working with
and I call them my friends. And the same goes for certain amateur bands here from Kumamoto. And if
they would ask me to do any of their albums, I would still do it even if I, I'm retired. X %, fLOFEN T
GIEHENTH BRI £9, A ‘/“ﬁ%ﬁ;‘% DET, TS, BEEINEEANR (V—2
Vo 2) IOT, HHEPELT T TCRBIIHOLRATER NS LLEEAL (B) 26,
WS OMDAY REFELEEb> TSI b LERAR, BAADAY Y =7 =74 ALY
BWBREZETTCONDE L, HMHEKALEEBSTHET, BEADT~F 27 N RERLT
T BEEL TV T, HOICHEENTS T AANLIEEZ IR TLE I TL X I,

Interviewer (1:06:54): Sure, sure. . 2. ~ 9 CL X 913,

Edwin (1:06:55): But I definitely want to spend more time with my family and probably more traveling,
more just swimming in the swimming pool that we have in the Netherlands, stuff like that. Enjoying life.
ThH, FiEEDORFfZ - LHOLTEW, KELZY, T FDREDOT— /)L THRWIZD | &
LS NEEZRELATNATT,

Interviewer (1:07:05): A lot of people, you know, a lot of people say that they want to transition to, you
know, volunteer activities or some kind of outreach. Do you have any, any plans like that in your future?
Something that you'd like to do to, to help the community? 2% < D AN, 5IEEZIIHR T 7 « 701
WEBKICHZ ANTEWETWETR, TOWVSLEFEIZH D £I01? a3a2=T 42T 5
TeolZLizonZ ke,

Edwin (1:07:20): Um, well, actually we've been doing that a lot here during my work. So, um, um, I
think for me, like, the, the fact that I've been doing that all my life sort of... uh, even, even nowadays, we
did a lot of, uh, stuff for, for local, um, um, charities and for, uh, also for, for, um, uh, hospitals and stuff

like that. 32/%, fEFAZBLTT oL Z I WVIHITEINIR-TETWVWAATT, NET - EZFALR
L EWI DL o B TCHHITDT ¥ U T O~ DLIEIRE, WANARLSTWVET,

Interviewer (1:07:44): Oh, okay. &, % 9 72 A T3 43,

Edwin (1:07:45): So, um, we are already currently doing that. And the fact that I've, I've done it for
such a long time, um, doesn't mean that I'm going to stop that when I retire. 722> 5, 4 BUE L HEITE
TY, BT TEZLRDT, HBL7TEBE 0N oTRDLDITTIEH Y £HA,

Interviewer (1:07:55): You just have more time, actually. Yeah. ¢ L A, H B 2 5 R 2588 2
LT TT I,

Edwin (1:07:56): But, yeah. I, just to be perfectly honest, I don't know about how I'm going to fill that
time, so... Because I, I do love Japan, and I think it's great to, to do something back for the community.
And that's the reason why we've always been doing that, because from the moment that I started my
company, I said, "Well, the only reason why we're able to have this company in Japan is because of the
Japanese people and everything here in Japan." So I want to give something in return. So for every
customer, we have always been devoting, like, a speciﬁc amount of money and time back into the
community. X X, “C‘?E)IEﬁ\ WA TR A2 E QD 20T ETE 0 FH A, BARADNKAFX
7L, 23a=7 ICBRLEZTHZLIIRHEL LW L EESTWET, b2, &
FEMGO TR D TAARTREZL> TWIF LD, H ﬁ@)\/z EZDBEEOBNTTE] &%
Z. BE—ANOEVIZHIETHTEIC, —EOEBLERMEII2=T AIZEITLTEEL
7o

Interviewer (1:08:32): Fantastic. £l 5 L& 2 T9,

Edwin (1:08:33): And uh, so that's sort of a given for me. But, um, when I retire, I think that instead of
only focusing on Japan, I also want to focus on other parts of the world. So I feel that there are countries



that need our help even better. So, um, [—I'm more thinking about maybe feeding kids in, in those kind
of countries, or maybe setting up schools there, or that kind of work is something that interests me more

at this point. ZAUTEIZ L > THZVHIOZ L2 ATY, 7225B %L, BRI T R
OOHIIZ S B 2T 72 EEoTHES, bo B 20 EE LTWHENRSH L LEED
AT, B EEOFRIEBICERELBITZD, FREETEZD ... o BlEFE I Vo TIEENC K
VLB £,

Interviewer (1:09:04): Sure, sure. X 2. ©10 7,

Edwin (1:09:05): But, um, yeah, I would still be coming back to Japan. So I don't know. & 55 A, H
RIZbR-oTEETITER, £H., E272250

Interviewer (1:09:08): Well, it sounds, it sounds like a, a great present, uh, very interesting past, and a
very exciting future. &K H LWEIZE, BLBREWVEE, ZLCEThb XY AT 4 TR KT
ERCH

Edwin (1:09:14): Yeah, well thanks. & 0 28 & 9 Z X W E 97,

Interviewer (1:09:15): Thank you so much for, uh, your time today. I really appreciate it. 45 H |3 & &
RBRMEZHY N E D TSNE L, BH#LET,

Edwin (1:09:18): My pleasure. Yeah, thank you. 255 2%, H VR EH TIWFE LT,



