Interviewer (0:00): Could we start today by just having you tell us a little bit about where you're from?
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Mario (0:09): I'm from Germany, Hamburg in Germany, which is a big town in north of Germany. It's
actually second biggest city in, in Germany. And, uh, yeah, it's famous for its port. The port size is about
half of the size of Kumamoto city in, in area, but it's actually not by the sea, it's by a river. Um, yeah, it's
a very big city. Uh, so it's also very multicultural. I think we probably have about 13 to 15% foreigners
in, in, um, Hamburg and so seeing foreigners is a very common occurrence I think. K4 > D/~ 7L
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Interviewer (0:48): What kind of people, uh, make their home in, in Hamburg from other countries? ftfl
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Mario (0:56): Pretty much everywhere. It's like Hamburg is basically, as a port city as a big trading,
trading center. Um, we probably have general consulates from 120, 130 countries and, uh, yeah, we have
a Japanese school. Uh, Japanese community is quite big in Hamburg. I think it's probably second biggest
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Interviewer (1:09): Oh, really? ~%., AR TT ) ?

Mario (1:17): Oh, it could be. It could be. I think it's over 2,000 people. X 2. € DIXT TI, €9
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Interviewer (1:15): So, a lot of Japanese companies have, uh, branch offices in Hamburg? &9 Z &
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Mario (1:17): Branch offices, factories. Uh, I guess so. Yeah. X5 T8 T4, £H7- & BnE
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Interviewer (1:20): Oh, okay. And so growing up, was Hamburg, uh, you know, a pleasant place to
grow up? It sounds like a very interesting place. 72 51F &, TiL, T ELRMLZ BT TITH Tz -
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Mario (1:28): It was. Yes. Uh, I think because Hamburg is a sort of like cultural capital in, in Germany
more than Berlin. Berlin is, it used to be pretty much walled in city, but Hamburg developed a very rich
culture, I think, and even being a big city, what I liked about it, Hamburg is, it is a very green city. /(> Hfl
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Interviewer (1:52): Oh, okay. &. & 9 72 A T9 43,



Mario (1:53): It's like if you look from, I've seen pictures from if you take pictures from sky, you see a
lot of green. It's like... It's not just like where in Tokyo you basically have one building after the next,
and Hamburg is, is grown very green around, yeah. So it's like we have a lot of parks, a lot of areas
where you can sit by the lake or by the river. We have a lake in the middle as well. Um, enjoy yourself
pretty well. It's, it's pretty, well... it's, it's good for shopping. It's good for, it has a lot of very rich
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Interviewer (2:26): And so, uh, architecturally, uh, is it a more modern city or does it have a lot of
traditional architecture that's been maintained? =AU Cld, BEOm TIX, EH L E WS & BURHY
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Mario (2:36): Actually, Hamburg was, uh, bombed out during World War II by 90 to 95%. So we have
very few very old buildings. Also, like, it because of the city used to be very cramped and has a lot of;
uh, fires happened. Fire catastrophes. So actually old buildings are rare, but still, uh, the character of the
city has its own flare. It's also part of the law in Germany basically. It's like, uh, what you can't do in
Germany is like as in Japan you design a building you want to do it like this and you can build it like this
and every building looks very different. Every house looks different. It's not possible in Germany. Any
house that you want to build has to fit into the area. So even in areas where old houses are, uh, you build
a modern house next to it, it has to fit into the, uh, landscape by color, by height, by design. And it's is
very good. Actually, some of the older buildings that we have is like, you know, it's like one of my
teachers used to live in a house, um, it was probably built around the 1900s and it has this great three-
meter ceiling indoors and, uh, a lot of ornaments on the outside and looked really good, you know. It's
like every, every district in Hamburg has its own flare. It's like it's not like the whole city looks like this,
okay? It's like my area where I live, I basically grew up in, in an, in settlement (apartment complex),
high-rise settlement. So basically for working class, uh, where many people are living. But still, we had
a, like, the forest pretty much next to our door, we had a little forest where you could enjoy. F£/3 /N> 7
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Interviewer (4:19): It seems like the, the central planning is, uh, is very well done. Is it a convenient

city? BRHFHEINIEFIZ L o200 LTV D L D TIR, [EfR#ETTn?

Mario (4:26): Yes, I think so. It's like we have, uh, public transportation is excellent. Uh, buses, um,
local trains, subway. Uh, I think the, the infrastructure is very well. And of course you can also ride
bicycle easy. It's not like where you would say it's scary to ride a bicycle. You know, I used to live in
Tokyo. And, uh, like you, you always got to watch out for cars whatever, was like in Germany you have
special cycle ways for, for, um, cyclists and pedestrians. And the rules are very strict. You have to, if



there is a cycle path, you must cycle on the path. You must cycle on the right side of the road or on the
right side. If you have two cycle paths, left and right, you must be on the right one. So to avoid
accidents. Yeah. So it's, like, it's pretty well organized. |3V, % 9 B FE 3, AFHLAS @R 23 G
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Interviewer (5:17): Well, Japan is also known for its organization, but, uh, I've always kind of
wondered with all the rules that we have, it seems as though some of them are enforced and some of
them aren't. So you mentioned cyclists, and it seems as though there, there really aren't rules enforced
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Mario (5:33): Well, there are in Germany, uh, generally. I remember as a kid, uh, crossing a really
small little red traffic light and on the other side was, um, police in, in civil clothes and plain clothes and
pulled out a pass and said, "You know, I'm policeman and you can't do that," and things like this. But,
um, | think the, the biggest difference is in particular, this is a part that I really liked about my
upbringing, was we have a very good traffic education in school and it's done by the police. So I
remember is like they were coming to elementary school and then with a sort of puppet theater and
explaining like traffic rules and stuff like this. So it was pretty cool. And it's like when I was in fourth
grade, um, they actually held a bicycle exam, sort of, like, written test and then also practical test where
the cops are really looking how you behave. Are you doing it? For example, if you turn left, there's an
eight-step rule that you need to do is like, you know, hold out the hand and turning around and then you
go to the left side of the road and look again and check the opposite traffic, things like this. So it was, it
was very well done, still remember it. Yeah. And I think, like, there's a, there's a, there's a, there's a
much better sense about what you can do and what you cannot do and that you should do it. Yeah. It's
like is Japan is full of rules, but everybody is probably thinking if I don't do that I say I'm sorry and that's
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Interviewer (7:05): Right. Right. I mean, with, with bicycles, I suppose. What, what about, uh, I don't
want to go off on a tangent, but, uh, what about for traffic education? And I'll give you a little bit of
background. Uh, in, in Canada, it cost about 7,000 yen to do the paper test and then the practical driving
test. Uh, and so I, I, I never had to go to driving school. fE2 2% 9 T9 42, BERELIZRI L TITFFIC
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Mario (7:27): 7,000. Okay, that's very cheap. 7,000 [ T4 72>, ZiITIT< LV TT 1,

Interviewer (7:29): Uh, but I talked to somebody from Rotterdam and they said, "No, no, no. Uh, it's
much stricter in, uh, uh, you know, in, in, in, in Rotterdam and that it's actually quite expensive. You
have to prove that you've had the, the, this complete education on how to drive.” Uh, and then of course
you, you know, you have to take the test as well. What is the situation in, in Germany? X. X, TH 2
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Mario (7:49): I remember you could do with your father, for example. He could teach you how to drive
if he, um, there, there's a possibility for that. But actually, we usually go to driving school and I think I
paid, I paid around $1,000 US. ffil 2 IXRXBLE —FEITHE T2 2L b TELLFTBELTVET, K
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Interviewer (8:09): Oh, okay. 72 51X &,

Mario (8:09): And it's like you have a certain requirement about how many lessons you have to take.
There's a minimum requirement and you must drive in a city on the highway and on, uh, normal country
roads. And also there's also a certain amount of night driving lessons in it. ZAUIZ, TR T/ 5
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Interviewer (8:30): Interesting. So they cover all the bases really. BLEEZEN T4, KYiIZhHHpD
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Mario (8:30): Yes. And the test was really strict. I was, I was just passing by. My biggest problem was

to park because in Germany you need to park, um, along the road backwards in... [\, ZiULIZHRER L
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Interviewer (8:43): Parallel parking. #t5IEEH CT9 4,

Mario (8:44): Yeah. And, uh, yeah, this is something that Japanese don't completely understand.
Actually, most Japanese can't do that. You know, it's like I, where I go in Shimane sometimes there is a,
there's a parking lot like that and I always see the people trying to go back for forward in (trying to
parallel park), but they have much more space actually. It's like the, the boxes are marked so you, they
have spaces, but most people still try to go forward and, and it will take a long time. X 2. & 9 T9,
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Interviewer (9:10): It's kind of like traffic circles, you know? They're just, they're confusing in a
Japanese context. You know, we don't have them here. Uh, moving on to school. Uh, how was your,
your school experience in Hamburg? 7 7 & K737 kb (BRIRAZZER) AW o T4, AAK
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Mario (9:22): My school experience, | think, um, at that time I wasn't probably not too happy about
some things. But in the whole, uh, is like after being in Japan or in Taiwan (and comparing with
education in those countries), uh, I think, um, it was excellent system for schooling, I think. It’s like, um,
to, to point out the little bit the difference, what I really liked about it is like what I, what I don't didn't
like at that time is you need to talk, and the grades are not just paper tests basically. I think the grades
are pretty much, uh, let's say 45% by test and 55% by participation, by active participation. So you're
supposed to raise your hand and you have to say something and it's like pretty much any subject you are,
(you) have to take part, even like in math or whatever you have to help, you have to be there. 4 Rf|Z 4~
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Interviewer (10:18): So in, in today's parlance they would say “active learning,” but it just sounds like
more, you know, more participation in class. You're not just receiving knowledge, you're also
demonstrating that you understand it. 5O SHETEZIX [T 27T 47T —=27] LWnWH T kiZ
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Mario (10:30): Yeah. For example is like, is like the problem that I see in Japan or also like in Taiwan
basically, um, education is a lot of like a one-way education where the teacher talks and the students
take, take marks, take notes, and then probably, um, some people made those off (don’t bother taking
notes) because the juku is more important. % 9 T9, Bl 21X, A HARLHEB THICT HEL
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Interviewer (10:51): Right, right. #E7™T, & 9 TH 22,

Mario (10:51): And, uh, um, but on the other side, like in Germany you really learn how to think, how
to critically think. How to, uh, develop your own ideas. And actually the part that I didn't like it, I used
to be very silent kid. I wasn't really, I didn't really like to talk in front of people. T 23, £D—F5 T
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Interviewer (11:09): Right, right. 72 5 1E &£,
Mario (11:11): Um, I, it's also like related, I have an, impair, impairment sort of and that make me not
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Interviewer (11:19): Oh, okay. What? An impairment? Like what kind? & & . & 9 72 A TT >, [E
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Mario (11:19): Yeah, it's like I have, I had a surgery as a kid and, uh, it's like basically I've, uh, I can't
hear much (out) of my left ear. And so this is a problem in school. People talk from the other side, I
don't really hear what they're saying. And, uh, also like the surgery. I had a surgery on the ear and then it
sort of like distorted my face. Face paralyzes (face was paralyzed). Tt DEIC Fili 2= T 72D T
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Interviewer (11:45): Oh, okay. Well, you seem to have gotten over, uh... = 9 CL727, TH. 4
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Mario (11:49): Yeah. So, so sort of I was a little bit, little bit like a bullied kid a little bit. Yeah. So, I
didn't really want to do too much. It's like I had my few subjects where I was good. I used to be terribly
bad in English. X X, 72D T, ELHNEVNI LVWEHLNS>FOEIRKLETL, 720
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Interviewer (12:03): Funny how things work out. A4 E 5 2 5030 b72 b D T34 (BH L
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Mario (12:04): Yes, indeed. It's like everything. The social sciences was not really my field. My strong
suit was, um, the natural sciences, math, chemistry, physics. That was where I was really good, and the
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Interviewer (12:18): Oh, okay. Well, it's interesting that you say that, you know, you were a little bit
quiet growing up. I think a lot of people can relate to that, you know, and, and that the teachers actually
forced you to be a little bit uncomfortable. 72 5% &, FHEDEHITAD LR TE -T2 &5 O3l
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Mario (12:30): Yes. But it's like, it's like, um, it worked in the background sort of, yeah? It's like, uh, I
realized that over time that actually what this kind of education that I had, that you really can think by
yourself. I mean, basically it's like I had the history exam. I didn't really, really enjoyed the history
exams because in Germany history exam is not like something where you have to remember a lot of
dates, but you have to explain why something happened and how it happened and what do you think
about it. So your opinion, personal opinion is also important, and I generally wasn't so keen on, on
writing a lot. But it's like, um, it's like basically all of the education is like made for, um, to make you
understand. The understanding is more important than actually when something (happened or) what
happened. Yeah. And I think, uh, that, that prepares you a lot. You think a lot more about it in your
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Interviewer (13:30): Yeah. You know, it seems as though, uh, on one hand you have this idea that you,
you need this foundational knowledge, and so that can just be memorized or, you know, inputted into the
student. And then on the other extreme, I think this is kind of a more American idea, is you know, your
opinion is, is what matters. And I think in reality it's kind of a combination, isn't it? You need to have
some kind of base of knowledge, but you also have to be able to think critically. And it seems like the
German system actually is, uh, is doing a good job. = 9 T¥ 42, — 5 TlX, HEMENREFRSMLET
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Mario (13:59): Yeah. So yeah, basically I think the school system was very good. Also like in our, um,
uh, high, senior high school education, it's basically more like a course system. It's more like a Japanese
university. You choose courses. You choose preferences. You do take majors and minors. Just like all
your two majors and two minors have to cover all the fields. (V. FERPIZITFIR T AT AT L T
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BT, TNTORBH 2@ L2 b2 WA R > T ET,

Interviewer (14:20): Oh, interesting. ~%. BH LAV TT 13,

Mario (14:22): So you cannot really get away from, totally get away... Well, I try to get away from
English obviously. 727> 5 | IZRFEDTTNBRITHZ LT TERNATT ..., £,
(X & TR Bk TJ: g, k LTWE L ER,

Interviewer (14:28): So it's more like a university general education kind of approach? KFO %%
EBOLHIRT 70 —F|ZIHNDTT ) ?

Mario (14:31): Yes, sort of. So I except I had to, I did art instead of foreign languages because I didn't
really feel too good with languages. 1L\, ZARE L TH, RO TRIL, FEREORD D ITEM
ZEWLE Lz, sBFRICEIARLSICTEFERDR H-T2DT,

Interviewer (14:39): Oh, very tricky. Well, did you gain an appreciation of art? 3333, 72072 kT
BT, T, ER~OMCEERIIEE Y S L2

Mario (14:44): Yes. Yes, indeed. Uh, it was probably... My final exam, my best grade was my art
grade. XV, ARYITERED £ L7z, #EDL...... AR T —FERVERETE > T DR ET T LI,

Interviewer (14:48): Oh, there you go. 3335, °-1E V£ 5 TL=D,

Mario (14:51): It was orally. It's like, I could choose, I could choose one topic. The other topic was
chosen by the teacher. So I learned a lot about, van Gogh and his portrait painting and, um, I still enjoy it
very much. HEHRRER/Z 57 ATY, 7 —~& —DHSTESEIENTET, b9 —DODT—~
TRAEDEOCE L, £ZTH Yy REZDOHBREIZONWTILS SAFEWE Lz, 4 THEIM
BIXE THEHERLATHET,



Interviewer (15:06): Oh, good, good. So what about, uh, sports? Were you involved in sports at all or
outdoor activities or anything like that? ZULFEIE S LW TT 4, TiL, AR—LE D TTn?
AR=URT 7~ RT7{EE L ST > TWE Lz ?

Mario (15:13): Yes. Uh, well, uh, I used to run long distances as a kid, mostly. Started probably from
around 12, 13. 13\, FHEDEIT, FITRFREEZ Lo TWE Le, RIK 12, 135&< W05
R 7= & B E9,

Interviewer (15:20): Oh, wow. 335, T2\ T3 72,

Mario (15:20): Uh, I started with athletics very late, so I realized I couldn't handle short distances very
fast, so... But I wouldn't lose too much speed on longer distances, so I get on longer distances up to
marathon. 2 EFiH A 1O T-ON E THENP-T2O T, HEHEAZH ED U ATV ERD
WZATYT, Th, BEHECR> THZNEEAE— RRELRN-T-0T, Bz EAEA
XL TV T, mEIIIZIE~Y T VU ETEL L IRV E LT,

Interviewer (15:35): Oh, okay. 72 5 1E &,

Mario (15:38): And, uh, yeah is a well, with my parents, I, you know, it's like part of our culture is like
we have a summer vacation with a family every summer for 3 weeks and would go to Austria. In my
family we would go to Austria and then do mountain climbing. =225, WE & DOFEWH E LT

X, e bDXED—ETHH LD TN, BEEIIRD LFEETIMMDENRARZ &> TH
— A MU TIITHCWE LT, FROFRIZTA—A R TIZAT- T, £ CTEIL (11BY) =L
TW= AT,

Interviewer (15:55): Oh, sounds amazing. 338, S LE 9 TI 4,

Mario (15:56): Mountain climbing and then staying on a farm basically, and then, uh, yeah, do all sorts
of stuff. 2114 LT, EAMIZITEY (77 —25) ITHELT, WAWARZEZLTEHIL
F L7

Interviewer (16:00): So you're saying that that's kind of a, a common thing for families to do, to take a
like a 3-week block (vacation every summer)? O£ V) | HHEEIZE HIL-> T BEHME & F o700k
B BEDLVOIDIE, ZLDOFEBEL > TR ERATEN?

Mario (16:08): Everybody. Everybody, pretty much. I mean, not everybody, I think 80%. It's very
common. You have a, we have a 6-week summer vacation in the summertime. So 3 weeks we would go
on a trip. And it's like, um, usually in companies it's like this. Um, the company doesn't shut down
obviously. Um, so the during the summer vacation the parents with kids have, um, priority. So they will
adjust with another colleague who would go, who would go and who covers, so. fft TH % 5 T3, &
ENEDADZES TTR, BELEITEVEEAD, 8EIKGWIEILERAVWES, & TH—
Rr7RZ & TY, EOMIT 6 EBOEIRLNHY £, €09 B 3WEMAZITICE TTWEL
Tz Wi, DAL TIEI I WO AC RS> THNET, bHAARMARBERICAE 21T T
i) EX . . ERBOBIEIL DN DB E SN ET, BRI -
T, HERZOMOIN—ZE D%, FEFRLETHET AT,

Interviewer (16:43): So they will space out, but the result is though that, that parents and children get a
large block of time spent together. FFfl 29" 5901 T34, THZORERE, Bl & AN &I
THDFE L FoTRERGRIZ IR TE 207,

Mario (16:48): That’s right. Actually, we had, we had more than, we had 5 weeks actually. It's like
basically was 3 weeks summer time and later was 2 weeks winter as well for skiing. = ®i# Y T3, &



BUZIX, A= D i%oky<@WA.SL%&kkoniLtoﬁim TEIZ3EE. £
LTENBEIZHAF—DT2D BRI ORISR E &> TVE L,

Interviewer (16:57): Right. And you would think that that would affect overall productivity, but I think
German productivity and, and work efficiency is quite high, isn't it? 72 5 1F &, ZNEIFIKTe & 2K
DAEFEVEIZEENHZ S ITBZ TR, N Y OEFEESESRITN RV ENTT L ?

Mario (17:06): Yes, I think, I think, yeah, it's, like, it's more with mind. People... It's not just doing,
following the guidelines of the boss whatever, but you probably more with your heart behind the work, I
think, that you're doing perhaps. (), £ 572 LB WET, RIIVKOFHL LI Lo, A%
I BRI A BT A N> TERT D721 TR, AOR > T HHEFEIC, &
DILEIADT (FEERMEZF>T) BOMATHD 6 TIEZRW & BnET,

Interviewer (17:23): Oh, okay. 72 5 1% &,

Mario (17:24): At least I always feel, felt about this way in Japan. It's like, you know, it's like when,
when I was working in Nikon, I had that problem that it's like I had some good useful ideas and then my
superior says, "But we decided in a meeting to do this way, this way," and you know, I realized I cannot
do that this way. It won't, it won't work that way. And to change the plan is not... Let's say (that the
German way has more) flexibility, has more flexibility behind so... 272 < & &, HARIZWD & (30
DHZIE L TWNE L, HIZIE, =3 THNTW L ZICZARBERS Y £ L, W)
B THRIZEDSDTA T T2 BNONTH, ERND [THRETIOHE, 2000 FIZRIE
L7zinb] LEONTLEIATYT, ThH, FATZEDORY G TIE D £ WRRN LS Do T
F LT, TENRDOICEFEAZEEL T L2 LILTE RV, TRl E . (FAY 00 7%
bo LR DD, HRICEWEHERH DL ERET,

Interviewer (17:49): You're saying that a little bit more flexibility and autonomy, it actually has a
positive impact on efficiency and productivity. /0 D RS B FMED B o T2 03, FEERITITRNHE
REENECT T ADEEEGZ D05 2 LT,

Mario (17:58): But I also think it's like, basically, I mean, Germany is basically the home country of
socialism. And, uh, Germany has from for a very long time very strong labor laws. And it's like, for
example, like, to have only 40 working hours in a week, that started perhaps or (inaudible) was one of
the first ones that started 150 years ago with that. And it's like, uh, nowadays people work, I think an
average is probably 37, 38 hours. In some industry, like metal industry probably, it's only 35 hours a
week working time. So, if... Where the people have 8 hours shifts, they would get additional holidays
because you have to work these 8 hours because in working on the three-shift system. =41 &, HRAR)
MEEE LT, FAYVIEEANITHREROEIMTLH Y £9, T LT, FAVIZEIHFEFICTRWD
[#l. & THBMARGIIENFEL TOET, BT, HOFERRH A 40 B £ TITHIRT 5
LR BELSHRTHRMW, 150FbHIICHE-72Z LT, BETIE, AxDF
P BREHILIR L 37~38 REflIE & 72 L R FE 5, AEF%&E@*%@%ﬁTi BiZHd
PISEFHGTEE NS L ZAHLHY T, TETD, b LK T hTEHEIF, 3K
fill7x & TED 8K Z 7 /W< Z LT Do, DS \EM@WH(RW)#%%zéi
N> TWET,

Interviewer (18:44): Right. And again, I think people in other countries would look at that and, and
conclude that if they did the same thing productivity would just drop. 72 51X &£, b £z, o
DADBRIZS, WU Z &2 THUTAEEEDRED L7272 LRI T LENE S THA,

Mario (18:54): Yes. But you see, it's like we have a, we have a law in Germany is like, let's say, this
capital is not just a right, it's also duty. And, uh, so this is part of the reasoning why there's so much
behind it. Yeah. It's like it's like, uh, some, in some... Okay. Well, in, in America, I don't know about
Canada, but in America, for example, it's all about the big companies, about the stock market, and, and



the people, rich people who make a lot of money behind (as owners, shareholders). In Japan, it's
probably the banks. The banks who own everything basically, and the banks make a lot of money. I
mean, most of the in the top 10 richest bankers in the banks in the world, there are three or four Japanese
inside. There is, I think, maximum one German. Yeah. It's like, um, there's a lot of more... It's also like
when you start a company, um, the, the time the money will come back, the investment will come back
is much shorter than, for example, in German. In Germany you have to plan for much longer time. The
social system is very developed in Germany, so it's like, for example, we have a very high, uh, let's say
as an unmarried person, you probably pay 30% taxes. 30% taxes in social, um, social expenses probably,
it's probably more 35%, I believe. So it sounds very high, but at the same time the salaries are relative
high, is much higher than the level here in Japan, I think. X %, T% RA 22X, A (BEA)
BRI THLIZT TR, FFETHLHL (MEHOHSIEE) | LW OIEE JERE) 0F
AITNRHYET, Thb, ZOX I RITBRELF SN TWHLEBO—EHTY, #lxIiX, 7
AU (BT ZEH500 EEADR) R ETIE, REFESLHKATS, T LTEDETREHT LT
WHF =T =R ER EOERIEZ T OICTXTREI>TWET L, AARZEE, ThidkE
5<EITTY, BARRIZITEIT T _NTZEA L TWT, $UTHARRLREZ BT TnET,
KEE, R TROEDRIMT Ry 710D 5 B 3~=4 DITHADIITHAS> THET A, FA
YOHFATIIA S THTHHENE W1 OTY, 2R, U, RtEEH BT 5L, RE LT
Be (BAR) ZBULT 2D FE TOHMD, FIZIERAVICHAT (ARRSLT AU UIF) 150
BHWTY, FAYTIES - ERMQRA NN TRHBZY TRITERY ¥, FA VIS
PRBEHIEE S FERICHEE L TWDLO T, FIZITRT DLEIZE . BLH L 30%DFexih > 2
LT ET, HERERRELEDD L, BEOL3B5%UEICRD EBNEST, R D
CHEFITESH I AETH, FRHSHEKES EHEENO T, BAROKELD HF o LEmn
EEVET,

Interviewer (20:19): Well, certainly, uh, I think a lot of people don't have a problem with, with, with
paying high taxes if their basic needs are being met. You know, uh, what people I think have problems
with is paying high taxes and not having job security or retirement security or medical security, and that
seems to be the case in, in some countries. FEDMT . AR 2 =— XN SN TWADTHIL

. BWBe AL D Z IR 2R 2RV ATV EENET, A4 PRz Ol mn
Bl Zth> TV DT b b7, EHORESEROZ D, ERORENRWVIGEE T, W\
ONPDETIIERRIZZ I > TLESTVND LI T,

Mario (20:44): Well, I think many people don't really realize how good the system is. You see, my
father used to be always complaining about... My father is basically my family's working class. So,
working class has a certain mindset which is very different from where you go to university or
something. It's like I had a lot of lots of frictions with my father about that as well because basically I'm
the first person who went to senior high school in my family and the first person who went to university.
So it's like I have a very different mindset, very different view to (of) things. 2 < ® N1, Z Ol A3
EAUT EHRIE S LONICEBIZIZR SN TV RWOZ EENET, RO H W26 CAIEN Y
B2 CWE L, RROEFITIERMICHBEEHR (V—%2 727 T X) AT, FBE R
WZITMFFD~ A Ry F23HD . RPEATS Ko R LIIR<ERV ET, 2D L TRD
REFISHERLE L, EWVODYH, FIIFBEOT THID TEEICHET L, F1D TRFIIT-
T NBTENHTY, I20b, FIIREFTECEI B TOMEORTTZ L TWE LT,

Interviewer (21:20): So he's sort of thought... BRI AL, HDHEM. ... .

Mario (21:22): Like, yeah, it's like there's a lot of, you know, among the workers they would always
complain about the politician, about the boss, about the people who were white-collar. And it's like, “we
do all the work” and things, like, some of the things really get lost. They see the high taxes they are
paying, they will complain a lot about it, but they do not really see where the benefits of the systems are.
Unless, unless they are really hit with some disease or illness, yeah. It's like my father had that, yeah. X
2. FEETHLOMTIE, BIRES LFE, HH5WEARTV A M7 — (FEB) OANHITRT
HARMMBEICD £ LTz, MBWTWDLDIIMERZEE] &WvWD X 57, TOENT, KEMZR



ZEHERKSTLEIATT, BOTELR > TV D EWELEIENY ICH ZMIT TXaEZF W
FITN, TOHIENS ENTZTOEELZT T DT iﬁﬁw\bv‘oﬁb\o B 53 28 FEERITE VR
APRERRICIEHE T 2 £ TER, FAOKXNESICE I TLK,

Interviewer (21:52): Ah, and then he was able to make use of a very, very good medical system? &

b THT, FHICENERBEEFAT S LA TE b TTR?

Mario (21:54): Yes. Not just that, basically it's like he was, he was sick for a very long time. He had an,
um, knee damage or something, like, was work-related. Uh, injury or something, yeah. And then his
company got sold to another company and a new company just wanted to use their company's name,
because for customers (the company name was established and trusted). And then they said the old
people will kick out. My father was the first one there (to be) let go, and you can't do that in Germany.
It's not, it's not like, it's like Japan is a little bit like this, like when people get too old they get kicked out
from the companies and say your salary is too expensive you must go. In Germany you can't do that.
And it's like he went to the court and he won, and then basically the company said, "Okay, you won, uh,
but we don't want to really want you back so we will pay you a certain amount of money until your
retirement." And, uh, he said, "Okay, I'm fine with that." [TV, ZN7ZIT TR, KT ETHEWGE
Rz AR L CWE Lic, AAEDNRRTRZMD 5000 LT, 7 EFEO L 5 bDTT R,
AR, ROSHEBPIOSFICHINS A TT, B LWEHE, BE~OEE (R—2on
Ja—) BZHLH0HEVIBEBT, TOXEOARITIET ZRM LichrolcA T, LT I
WHEBITBWH ) EEWVWHHLE L, RITESZIEOS (VA RT) ISk L,
TYH, RAYTIEZEARZ EITERELETEEEA, BARLEEDLES WOMMNH - T, Fhip
MNEFTEDL LN LBONVHEIAT HERRET 068D THEH 9] RATEDLIZY
LET &7, FAYTIEZENTIAFETT, TN TRITHHZEZ L THIFLE L, T5&
SN T30 £z, ELH6DBHLTY, 7272, KRYIIR-TIOHNTHRLDT, EF
B ORI D T EDORBHEINNITE ] LRELTEATY, RIF TEL, %2
NTHDRW] EEWVE L,

Interviewer (22:51): I would be fine with that too. /A CTH Z L THED W EBVWET (5K) |

Mario (22:52): It's probably less than he would usually get, but he would have a lot of more time and he
had a second, he has a second business on the side, you know B S D ZDMELE VTP 7Rho T
M LNWEEANR, ZOHRT SADOEBERERINAFICAD ELEZL, RIFEZE (A FEY
FA) HRHOTWE LB,

Interviewer (23:02): Oh, okay. It, it seems as though, uh, balance, there's a lot of balance to the system.
You know, a balance between work and time off. 72 51Z £, ZD T AT AITIFIEFIT I EL AT v
AW TND &9 T, (EFLIKIRDOAT R0,

Mario (23:10): Yes, exactly. I mean, it's like, um, it's like, really, it's like, as you see, my wife is a
doctor. She hardly gets any time off. It's like, I try to get her the idea, you see. It's like, okay, I took off
once with my son for a month driving through Japan. So, and then she says, "I can't do that again. I only
have two or three days." You have to complain, “You just want to spend time with the kids. You don't
want to spend time with me." IV, £ SIZZ D@V T, 7272, FEEEIZIT...... Bl Z X FLDZE L=
FHIROTTN, WKITIFEAERBEDEN T A, FUTFEIZ KAELEDEND) BExFHESLD
MOELI ELTWDATYTI ER, Ul FALEF L 1 AMORAZ L > T, BTHA—
Otz LE Lz, 5 LFE FAUTFARIE TERU, 2, 3 H LOMRBRZRWATZ)N
5] EEIOIATY, £9795&, TBEIFHAEBEBILIEWZTT, FREBI LS RWVA
ZAH TR EZF D PRSI £ (R) .

Interviewer (23:40): Right. No, I mean, I had that same problem when my wife was working before she
had her second child. Uh, she took one, uh, week off around, uh, Christmas and when she got back, her,
her boss basically said, "Never do that again." That was a one-time thing. Whereas, of course, you know,



in Canadian culture that would be every year. Of course, you would take a week off to be with your
family. 53720 £3, FAOZELE _F L ETLANIEH VT &, 2<ECMERH D £ L
Teo 7 U A AEIZ VBB OIKRSZ & ST TN, @IFLIZE X ERNG HEEZ AR
ZliFLnT<ng LEPNIEATYT, SEETORMIIZE, Th, AFFOXIE -7
5. ZHUIBED Z LT, FEE —HICE 7201 LRERARZ & 20134880 2 & TF
AN

Mario (24:04): You know, when I was with Nikon in Tokyo, um, it's like, uh, basically part of the, part
of the ideas why I wanted to come to Japan was not only for the job, but, uh, I wanted to see also
Japanese culture and I had some fights with my kaché around that. FA2S B D = 2 NIWZRES £ 9
TL7z, FADSAARITKIZD 2 T2 O3 IMEFDOTO TN, FARFICHEHAALRAD I LS
RIemolzATT, £OZ & THRFOMRK LTEANEHEL Lk L7z X,

Interviewer (24:25): Okay. Well, let's move on to that then. Uh, so, uh, you, you finished, uh, senior
high school and you said that you went into engineering at university? 72 513 &, Tix, € DOsEIZE
HELED, MREZFEFELT, RETIHLY (= P=7V 7)) ZHEINTLLEE>TNE
L7cia®

Mario (24:35): Yes. I went to university. (Y, RFE~EFLE L7z,

Interviewer (24:37): Okay. And then, uh, you decided, uh, then, that you wanted to come to Asia. 72 %
IFE, FLTEFDOIT, TUTTET- 0D TT 0,

Mario (24:43): Yes, uh, sort of it, it, | knew that some, uh, some, um, uh, senior students of, in my
department had the opportunity because one of our professors knew a factory, um, a factory head in
Japan. And, uh, it happened before that some people went, had the opportunity can go to J. apan and you
can do some research. (3, £HZARE L TT, FAOFRDLEEDMADNRE SV Fx
AEFTNIZDOEZM > TWIZATY, RELOERO— AR, AROTHOTHR LY A0
EoTZBRT, TNLURNC S, BARIZAT> TR EZ T oS 27 eE bV E LT,

Interviewer (25:09): Oh, okay. Okay. So kind of like an internship slash research opportunity? 72 % |
ELRDIFE, A=Yy THRMTEOEED L 57 b DT,

Mario (25:14): Yes, the visa was an internship, um, and, uh, so it was research. (Z\, E-VFOIHHE
AU B =2y TLEDR, AT TL,

Interviewer (25:21): Okay. And so right after graduating from university, did you come to Japan? 72 %
L, T, REZZELTTSICHASKRLNIZDO TN ?

Mario (25:25): Yes. {1,

Interviewer (25:26): Oh, okay. And so before you came to Japan, uh, were you very familiar with
Japanese, Japan and Japanese culture? Like what did you experience? 72 5 1E &, HARIZK SHI, H
ARLAARDIALIZ OV T LS H S TWDTE N2 ED KO RfER (Z-00F) b7
TLXH?

Mario (25:34): Actually, yes. EiF, L<H->TWE LT,
Interviewer (25:35): Uh, okay. . % 972 A TT 13,
Mario (25:36): I learned Japanese by myself. Um, I got interested after watching a miniseries, Shogun.

Do you know that? FAIFIMFCHARGEZ MM L E L=, o iX [fF¥E (SHOGUN) J &
II=V V=X (TLVEFRTw) ZBlCHkER -7 2L T, THEMTTN?



Interviewer (25:48): Shogun. Okay. [fF#] T34, 10 £,

Mario (25:49): And, uh, so it's like because in, in school we would probably learn about the modern
Japan, about the, uh, industrial success, the economic success story in the, of the '60s or '70s. But, um,
it's like show, watching the miniseries of Shogun is like you see a totally different world. I've never
heard about it. It was like totally beyond my perception or ideas or imagination. It was actually very
funny because usually we have a sort of like special TV program around Christmas where you have a
miniseries, 6 hours cut into four parts in a week. FK TiX, BZ L HROARIZONT, DFY
60 FEARS° 70 4R D T MR DCRBRE DY 7 B AA M=V —ZONWTEALTWEL], T
by [FE] OI= V) —XZ2@-L X, o< EIHRZHICLEATY, TNLET—
FEELEWZ Z 3L S et T Lz, Aol Els, BREeaicBxTHhEL
R, FIINCEFHAVWEEY = F3H-> T, MY TidlHE, 7 U A~ ADORHIZ 1H 6
REfHl D X =2 U — X% 1 B T4 BN THROET 280727 L ERMD B 5 A TT,

Interviewer (26:28): Oh, okay. H &, 72 51T &,

Mario (26:28): And most of Germany watches. My parents were watching too and after, I don't know,
have you seen Shogun? = L C KA Y DIZEAED AR ZENZBLE T, ROMH LB TWEL
oo &ZAT, HRRTT [FHE] 282 LBHY £3002

Interviewer (26:36): Uh, you know, I've heard of it. I don't think I've actually watched it. 4 B (ZE V>
22D ETH, BERIITBI-Z R0 EENET,

Mario (26:39): Okay. Actually, the interesting part of it is, you know, the Japanese parts inside as well
as English parts inside. My, in our case, it was German. It was dubbed. Uh, but the Japanese part was
probably not, was not translated. So it's like basically from the view of the Dutch men, of the, the
English man (William Adams) who, who gets all the Japanese on it, you get the same perception. 72 %

ik“ FXZNomEAWE Z A, BIPICEEDOE 7 v a VIZT TR AREOEZ v avd

RTT, FAZHLOHEEIT R, VEBIIREFZONTWE LA, BARGEOE Y > a ITH

nR (%%’:‘EZ) SINTICZEDOEERNTATT, b, AARICES L THEMO B AGEIZEEF
ENHFTHN (B ¢ﬁﬁ)%4#)zk(74J7A THLAR) OFRE, < R UK
ARSI > ZLIZRDATT,

Interviewer (27:01): Okay. Oh, very interesting. 72 5 1% &, ZIUTIEF ICHIBREV T 43,

Mario (27:02): Only at a later time... Well, there would probably, right, there would be subtitles...
Would there be subtitles? I'm not quite sure. Yeah, there might have been subtitles at a later stage (in the
series). But basically, you could see, um, the huge cultural difference between the samurai culture and
English traders who totally have no clue what's going on. You know, it based on a real story, actually.

WiGEDME T b ZHTTR, TEP/ASTWENS LNLEREA, THEH TR 2
Lo LEMNPTIEIHY FEAN, B (O —X) ZiEFTE=m= bbb LLERA, TH
HARMIZIE, P74 () ke, MBREZTWVDEONE BY L OO0, XU 2 AEA
HEDOMD, HEELCWIULDBENEZHDOY 702752 L1220 £3, Zh, FTFEEEICE
SWNTWDHATT &,

Interviewer (27:30): The, uh, the Englishman who, who washed up, Richard Adams, and then became
part of, uh, Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s retinue? H AIZ{EE LT, BEFHFOFE (L) (o7 A
FUAN, UF¥— R THLATLIZSIT?

Mario (27:36): Actually, Will Adams... I think. \ W2, F&ET 4 /b (T4 U T L) « THLART
7,

Interviewer (27:39): Will Adams. 7 /L « 7 % LA T912,



Mario (27:40): Yeah. Richard Adams actually. 2 2, U F ¥ — K « 7 X LA TII7A< T,
Interviewer (27:41): That’s 50% (correct). 50%(%X %7z > CE L7zda (&) .

Mario (27:42): Right, right. Richard Adams is actually, right (Correct = William Adams). % 9 & 9
() o (EIEU 4 U7 L THLRATT) ,

Interviewer (27:43): Oh, okay. Oh, interesting. Okay. I, I'll have to, I'll have to watch that. [ wasn't
aware that that, uh, that series... 7251 &, BH L AW, L L, SEFEOEB CTARITNIEZRY £
TARR, TOVY —=ANRZELRNRE LT FHATLE,

Mario (27:53): That's, that's the basis of the story, but there's a lot of things inside which is fiction, of
course. TN A F—U —DX—=R (272> TWETH, bHLAABFIZITSSADT 47>
2 (BIE) bEEhTnEd,

Interviewer (27:56): And then of course he stayed in Japan and, uh, had a Japanese name and a
Japanese wife. And I don't actually remember what happened to him. = L CH H A AL B ARIZHE F
V. BARZLZFF> TARANDOEZANZIZDIT T LR, TOREDE S RoTcdnid, FiT X
KEZTHWRVOTTA,

Mario (28:03): He was a, he became samurai. f%13, R+ (A7 1) (T ATT,
Interviewer (28:06): He became a samurai. A7 A (278572,

Mario (28:08): He was a hatamoto. And, actually, the area around Yokosuka would be his, his land.
He's called, his Japanese name is Miura Anjin, and the area where Yokosuka is called Miura Peninsula.
That would be his fief basically. Yeah. A (1372d &) It ATT L, £ LT, BEDORA
BORENT ) 7R EOEHIZ/2 0 £ Lic, O RBARAE [=0i#gs (56 HALA) | &
SV, MAEOD HZMIEIT T =H¥E (B2 6I1FAL9) | EFEHTNTWET, £ IR
(A O (FnfTH) 7257t ATY, R R

Interviewer (28:22): Oh, okay. Okay. So, he took the, the local, the name of the area, or they named it
after him? 72 213 &, 72213 L, Tl WA ZOHIROA4RTE & > TAFST-DN, HDHVIT
WOAFNTH 7R A THIA D DT bNTDTT 2

Mario (28:29): Not quite sure. H k> & £ Z £ TIIH0 0 £H¥ A,

Interviewer (28:30): I think we should just say that they named it after him. That's much more
interesting. Oh, okay. So, this was broadcast on German TV? i D4 FIIZ H 72 A THAFHT Bz &
HITERLTBEELLEY, ZOFRTHoLHAWNWTTND (BbLAW) , 2DI1EFLE, T,
B RAY DT LETHESNTWEbITTTa?

Mario (28:37): That was German TV. It was like, probably it was, it was around the time when I
graduated from senior high school. And, uh, sort of my family also, they emulated the language.
Wakarimasuka! Just like in normal life, sort of like shouting those Japanese phrases around and, uh, that
sort of made me interested into it. And, uh, yeah, while later on I, um, there was introduction about
Musashi, the novel. KA Y D7 L ETH, gD, ANREREALEELTZEHOZ L1Zo7z L nE
T, ROFEL, BIHOSELZELILIEY LTWE L, [TAU~AD 1] Hlowvig, BHE
BIEDOHT, OV HAFEO 7 L—X 2 RFETEVES72Y LTWT, £ THAGEIZH
REZFFOL I TR ST ATT, Z6A L LT, AT [RE (A7) ] W /hanFE
INE L,

Interviewer (29:05): Miyamoto Musashi. Yeah. = A& (A6 & e L) THia,



Mario (29:06): And, uh, I couldn't buy it. It was just new. It was very expensive, but, uh, I got the five
books of the five rings, the Book of Five Rings that Musashi wrote and I read that one. I thought that's
pretty interesting, sort of. So I got pretty much interested into Japanese culture, and learned it myself. X
Zo THUBFIHFITE TCHLAELS TEZRN-TZATT, bz, RENE W [ffnE

(ZVhADLx) ] 2FICANTHEAE L, TANRETHRAWVWRERST, 22 AAK
DA T oD HEIAE I, MFETHRELBDE LT,

Interviewer (29:24): But not popular culture so much, but more traditional culture, which is interesting.
So it makes me wonder... AN v PV F ¥ — (REIL) TiE7e< ., X VBRI B Ao
EV) DIFBIRTENTTR, £o7d L, KUY £,

Mario (29:30): Actually, I started to learn to play Go (the game), you know, Go, black and white stones.
I was pretty active in that one. 3213, PHE: (Z—) L EWEDTZATYT, bOBREROALZM S
PHEETF, DR DB > TV E L2 &,

Interviewer (29:35): This is interesting to me because a lot of, a lot of younger people, people younger
than we are, have talked about how they watched anime and read manga, but that's not how you learned

Japanese. T AVTHLIRWNTT R, Lo DH, B bH IV ENMERDOANTHDOL L, 7=
AEBIZV~ U HEFATED LT2ZENREoNTREE LS EWVETR, HRlz0 B AFEOFWN
FEENEITRLE > TWzbiF T,

Mario (29:47): No, not at all. Actually, the anime thingy, it, it wasn't popular at that time, you know.
There was like I graduated in '85 and then I left for Japan in '91. So, there was not, there was no anime
basically popular at that time. Like I, I felt very weird afterwards when people were telling, "Oh, there's
an, there's a manga about go." I said, "Wow, interesting. I got to get it." [ was, I was very active as a Go
player. Go is like in Germany is like a very small community. I probably 2,000 people playing in
Germany and I visited a lot of tournaments around. I went to England for tournaments. X 2., 4 < &\
Fli, TbTh, YRHIT = AR ATHRITo COWEFATLEND I, FAE 1985 12 @i
EARELT, 191FEICHANED £ Lz, TT2LHRHIERNICT = A ANKRATHY £
HBATLEE, RIZRS>THARND THEZT —<iCLicv o (TearvoRk] 728) b
LDATER] EEbRIEEIE, TIKAEEREE CLER, [~x, mAZ 9. FITARAR
Ex) LEWE L, RRIFFEEOT LA ¥—& LTARYIZELTIEB L TWE L, RAY D
PHEFUTE TH/hSRaI2=7 4T, BHRAITBEL5< 2,000 A< 5WTY, FAiTdHH Z
LORE (F=F A F) ZBMLELL, REOTEDIZAFI AT LD ET,

Interviewer (30:23): Really? A T4 7> ?

Mario (30:24): I used my Go contacts traveling around the US for, for housing. 7 X U %1 Z Jif{T L 7=
EXIL, WEDODZNY (Ry hU—7) ZRMALT, BARODREIIEDOTHH-720) (K
H) LTwnE Lz,

Interviewer (30:33): So it's, it's like a subculture? —FEDH T HNVTF ¥ —D X H 72 LD TT A2

Mario (30:34): Yeah. Yeah. It's like a very wild community. It's sort of like, it's like you cannot have
that at chess. It's like in Go it's like in Japan go, you play Go, you Go play tournament, you stay in hotel.
In Germany you play Go, you go to some tournament, you stay in somebody's home. Sleeping bag or
something. Yeah, so... It's like, it's like you do it in quiet places here in Japan, and in my university you
would play in a pub. So we'd start playing probably in the pub at 8:00 and play on the morning 4:00 and
have a couple of beers on the side and play Go. It's very common actually in Germany. X 2., < 9 T
T LTHT Y PAR—ATHEEL LWVWAI 22T 4T, FxATEI S 300 EHnE
T BHARTHEE WS & REICBIMTHRHIARTVICHE -T2 LET L, TH KAV T
PHE D RZNAT S BRIE, #EDNDORICTHD THHHIATY, BIR (RY =7y 7)) HMih
BRoCTh, £ 9. BRTIEFHDREIT T 24 A=Y TN, FAORFETII T (EER)



TH - TWE Lic, KD BRFEHIZ AT T B T, E— b Z AR 72 S HFID 4 K% T
PHEEZFTOATY, FAYTEHERITETHILIHDONRBRATT L,

Interviewer (31:09): Sounds good to me. Is it still popular now, Go? Z LT L% 9 TT 4, 4 TH
FHEII A D DD DTT 2

Mario (31:12): It's not popular, but is still around. It's still around. Yes. A3 & D0 Tiddb D £H
AN, BTHaIa=T 413 7L TVET, HRAEFESTWET L, 1TV,

Interviewer (31:15): So were you able to make contacts with the Japanese population in your
hometown? Uh, was that a way that you were able to learn more about Japan at all or? Ti%, HiooOf
WZWIZHAARANDANTZ D ERiT HZ LI TELLOTTN?2ZINHHARIZONT S - EEELSH
SRR LTIEDOTL X 5 M2

Mario (31:24): Well, my hometown, I left my hometown, um, pretty much a year after I graduated. My
university is in a very small mountains, in a mountain side in a very small town of 16,000 people. And
uh a quarter of them are students. And it's like it's pretty much the smallest university in Germany. It's
also it has some undesirable side effects of it. Yeah. F21%, @& 223 L CTRIK 1 FE42 12 13T % e
NTLESTATYT, FRORZFZMOTICHD, AH 177 6,000 N EDIHEF T/ S 2B H
DNELZ, ZDOIHDAHD I RNFHERATT, FAYTEELLS —F/NSRKRFE k b\i
Th, ZOENWT, HEVHV P RVENEROL > RbDbH Y EL (R) . 2

Interviewer (31:54): For, for example? (It) sounds quite nice to me. fl 2 (X EA R Z & TT 2 @A
HINTIZIRDIR R S % 9 7R3N & 2 9775

Mario (31:56): Usually in Germany, we say university has a summer semester and a winter semester.
My university has only winter semester because it never gets summer. R Y O RKFZ|(ZITEE . [H
FH) L TAFH) BEHLEEDNLTVLOTTN, BRORFIT LFH] Lrdv £E
loe BDRLNNLTT (K)

Interviewer (32:04): Oh, I see the climate. & &, KfED Z & T4,

Mario (32:06): Oh, it rains a lot. It rains a lot because it's the first mountain range from the north and all
the clouds would rain there. 2 2. H DT T EBEDLATT, I bH0->TL D5 HIDLARIZ
b= DGFRDO T, ERTRTZITCHERELETLEIATT L

Interviewer (32:14): I see. So all the water gets dumped. 72 512 £, &2 T—RUTKZHE E I
% Tdia,

Mario (32:15): Yeah. And, of course, uh, engineering school a lot of men very few women. And having
an, having an, um, an army, uh, based in there is not very useful and all the young people try to get away
naturally. = 9 72 A T9, £, LFH (HBORMFKR) 2o THITY TN
ENEVWEEATL, BETICHEOHKEM (Bifil) £TZIICHo72DT, BHFHIBEEL
WEREL LI E 2T, BN BITYSARO L ) ICHARIA~HTER > TE Lizia,

Interviewer (32:32): Oh. So aside from the university you're saying there's also an army base or the
university is an army base? }5X°, £V 9 Z &, RFELIFHNZEOEM b H o7&V H 2 & T
T2 ENE b RFAERDEMIZSTDTT N ?

Mario (32:36): There, there was an army base as well. Because the place was pretty much was only 20
kilometers away from the inner border to East Germany. O ILHI & B THRH TWE Lz, £ ZITHE
RAY EDEZENL DT 220 F 2EE LOBENL TWRWEFTTE o 72 b T,



Interviewer (32:45): Ah, I see. Oh, okay. You know, I, I, I should have asked this. I didn't realize, but
Hamburg is in West Germany? &, 72 251%E, €205 Z & TTD, o FJHEHNTIEI AN
ETL, RODRINSTeDTT N, N T AT EFH FAVIZHDLDTTHN?

Mario (32:51): West Germany, yes. P K1 > CT9, [TV,

Interviewer (32:52): Right. But very close to East Germany? 72 5 &, TH., W KA VIR0
W ZAIZHLDTTR?

Mario (32:54): Hamburg itself, not so. Hamburg is 100 kilometers away. You're never really far away
from the border, actually, most of the time, yeah. But my university is just 20 kilometers away. /x> 7
VI BRIZZZETESHY EHEA, NTATNBIFT100F 2IZEHNTHWET, b, K&
ABNZITE ZOHIBICWTH EEE PO FIUT EEEHEN D Z L1372 0WATT I S, KK
7212 BORFIFARLCTSED, 20F 2 LB TV ERATLE,

Interviewer (33:05): I see. I see what you mean. Oh, okay. Oh, interesting. Yeah. As I hear you talk, I
realize how little I know about this very important country in the world. 72 51E &, £ 2 W IRWE -
ChIF TR, WRH, B LAWY, BRizH\WTns L, HRAOHP T EEERE (F
AY) IZHONT, BN EUEEMBRL WP E RIS ShET,

Mario (33:15): Yeah. Well, the, the separation, the iron curtain, is a very long time ago. It's like,

sometimes, when I talk about (to) students about that, I realize it's pretty long time ago, actually. < 9 T

TR, b, PRL [BEOV—T ] 1 TbHITWVSAEFEDOZ L TEIhbh, KaPElbilt
DEEETDHE, RYICTOVSARIOZ LR AR FESEONET L,

Interviewer (33:27): Well, I feel as though sometimes, uh, living in North America is a blessing and a
curse. I mean, it's a blessing in that it's a very, uh, you know, economically rich place, lots of space. You
can do whatever you want. There's quite a lot of freedom. But, uh, so it's very insular, you know, uh,
everyone sort of comes to, to Canada or America, and if you're born there, you, you sometimes get this
attitude that, well, where they're from must not be very interesting, you know, why else would they
come here, you know. But the reality is that there's a whole wide world outside of North America that
you miss out on if you grow up living in, you know, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. = 9 Cd 43, Jbk
IEATND ENS Z 8L, FRZEATHLHVUNTHEH D KO IR CET, BREFMISIERIC
BT, EHE IR '?3@ TCNWZ LI THTE D, 72 DH 3375)3?)5 &V ) BIRTIEE A
TY, LLZO—F5T, FEICHFEN TLH LA TT IR, LR AT ZRLT A BT
T<é%ﬁ&@f\%’féihék M & o HE EIZR L CTHEBAWISETIIEN R, £ 9
TRITNIEIDLIOIZ ZITRDITITHRN] EVolBELZ L S>TLEI ZENRHIIHY F
foT%ﬁ%ﬂﬁ\ﬁfﬁ@V%FAM74%Aﬁ@iOﬁ%ﬁ_¢0k_%OTﬁOk\ﬁ
HLTLED &9 RIERZRMARDBICKDINIILD > TV D DT TY,

Mario (34:04): Yes. Yes. £ -7 FD@ Y TT 1,
Interviewer (34:06): Whereas in Europe, it just seems... — 5 C, I—2 v/ IEHT......

Mario (34:07): Germany is, drive, you drive an hour or two you’re in a different country. It's like, um...
But it's like, for me, it's like, personally, East Germany was always a white spot on the map for me
because we, it's, it's difficult to get there. It's like we had a Go club just right behind the borderline. We
cannot go there. There was a Go club on the other side of the wall and we cannot go there. This is
troublesome. You need to get a passport. In Western Europe, you don't, you didn't need a passport. You
just have your ID. We don't, we don't stamp anything when you leave the country. Your country doesn't
know where you are when you leave the country. R Y72 6 B 1, 2K b ELEITS 9 B
DOEICAY £ 6ha, 7272, FMEANITE > T, B AT IS Eo T42[gHE) L
2o ITK DB L o7 BT, FlxE, FEEROT A SMICIRES 77 0WH 720 T



TR, BBIXFE T ETATLE, BomZ SHNCHEZ 7 08H 5012, 17780,
el ECLie, NAR— M ERGETAVLERHY E LD, I —1 v/ NNT
HIE, RNAR—=PFTOHMLEHY FHEATLE, iEAE ID) SzdbhE 45T, H
ETHEEXNARAZ L TEHINAGZ LBV EEA, EBEHTLEZIZX. BOOEIZEGDE
ZICWDHDONS 2 IE L TWhiRnbliT T4,

Interviewer (34:43): Right. So, there's a, there's this idea, I think, that North Americans have about
Europeans. First of all, I think to say the word European is a little bit silly because, you know, Germans
and French and, you know, British are, are quite distinct. But, uh... 72 51X &, kD A3 g —na
YNNZK LTS HDLFEDA A= WS bORHV ET, £bZ2d [3—mv/IA] &
IBWETEVICTHZEAK, LT U BVAFELIIEIOTTN, FAY A, 7T A
A AFX T ZANTENENRSENET LA, TTN....

Mario (34:56): Distinct, but I think I, I would like to consider me as a European rather. )M Z iV F
T, RTEBLLNENWI EASE [F—m vy /NN EBZXTZWE ) T,

Interviewer (35:04): Well, I think there are European things, you know, areas of similarity. And one of
the stereotypes, the positive stereotypes that I've always had, is that Europeans travel amongst European
countries. Uh, is that, is that true? I mean, are people from Germany constantly traveling to France and
Italy and Spain and Austria, or is it just a certain set of, uh, of, of Europeans? . 2., I — 1 v/ i
DODHEEWNI D, PIEST2E7IEH 0 £ X0, T LTRBRENPLFFo TWLRYT 4 TR A
TUALATO—DIZ, Ta—ny/ANFd—n v \DOEL ZHECKT D) LW b0RH
DEF, TNFAEROTLEIMN?DOED, FAYDANLBITHEIIT T ARA XV T
ANRA U F—=A RNV TREZKITLTNDLDTTNR?2ZNE L, £ TikE T HDIE—
Hoa—m y /SATZTRDOTL L D M2

Mario (35:27): Part of it is definitely financial, I think. For example, like, I know part of this family
history, basically, you know, my family is always going to Austria to the same place. Uh, Austria is a,
being relatively cheap place where you can stay a long time for, for 3 weeks. You wouldn't go to fancy
restaurants like Japanese, you know. You could travel to Hawaii for 3, 4 days and spend a lot of money,
whereas we would probably pretty much, low style, uh, traveling to, be able to extend the time that you
can actually spend. And so, some people go to Spain, some people like the ocean, go to Spain, etc. Um,
partially it’s definitely financial, yeah. And it's like, if you want to go to the, okay, some people went to
the US, but it's like, for the US, you would think that 3 weeks is not enough. You want to go for four
weeks. Um, so it's like, you want to have a better deal for your holidays, then you can arrange 4 weeks,
because 3 weeks, we, we did, we don't feel really right. You spend a lot of time traveling, and then
probably the time difference as well. That's generally a problem. It's like, in, in Japan, you don't really
think about that, yeah. You, you travel here and there far away, in a time difference of 5 days to Europe,
in visiting seven countries. It used to be in a great craze like 30 years ago in Japan. It's like, um, you
want to relax, basically, in your summer vacation, yeah. So you would choose an area and then you
would travel around there. = DEEH O —#(IL, FEWR < &80 b 072 E BunES, il 23R
DEEOFZZFTHE, 2 BIFVOHEA—ZX N TOR UG ToCWE L, —A K
TR M A 2 < 3WEH & WV o e RIIOMENATRETY, AADT 2~ D X 5 IZmik/a L
AR T AT DT TEDY A NTAIT3, 4 AT TREZME I KITH H VD 3703,
I bOEAEIIELLNEFA T —a X M KE2 LT, BT I e 242 TE 520K
HEFFTAZANT U, WRFERNZIASNA AT R E, AENERTT, £V E
KT, PROME LWV DIFHFEICHY 940, L. 7AYDIAT AbFUTITVET A,
T AV AT 2B 3\ TR e, 4 BEIFITE W EB X ET, Eo0< DIRIRE X
DVEERTBHERLDIZLIEVWOT, A4 EMZMRELLS & LET, 3EMTEE, B
L < ORI ZIRONET L, HEDHELHLOTHILMEY <K& LDLATY, AT
FEOWVIHIREEEILHE 20b LvERAL, AANTES £THREZ LT, 5 BIZEDmEW
Hica—ny 0T HEEKSTZY LET, 30FIEERIOBATIIRT —ATLIE LA,



TH, BANICEERAZTY 7y 7 ALTEWbDO TN, =20 7 Z2EATE ORI %Z
DAY RS 2D DN T,

Interviewer (37:02): Yeah, the, the pack tour approach seems pretty hectic to me. I've never been on
one, so I don't really know how micromanaged they are, but it seems to me that it's kind of like a game
of how many stamps you can get on your passport. You know, I, like you said, like, "I went to seven
countries," you know, but didn't really have time to enjoy any of them. X 2., D/ /v 7 V7 —fJ7
RN GFEFRNCED RO LEAES, ML LRV DT, ENEEATYa—L
PRI EBLEN TV D DNEHN EHADR, L THRAR—MIWKHDRZ T2 b b i
D00 T =D XS TT X, Moy, TAEAT-2) SIEEATH, EOEBAY
(CE LR A TRV TT NG,

Mario (37:22): Yes, exactly. This is basically, I feel, I usually feel it's like, after you spend an extended
time in the place, you start to learn the place. You're probably not just interested in just taking the
pictures. You probably want to meet some people too, I think. It's like, if you're just running around, you
really can't do that, really. X\, £ IICZDOHY TT, AP WOBELDHDIL, HDOHEATITED
[CHAEL THID T, EDOH/ATOZ LRGN0 L 80D 2 & TT, RREBEREEZRDEIT TR
<VBHIOAN %2 EHBDY VW ERS b T LR, HHIHEY[ESTWD T O T,
Z TR EAR AT RE T

Interviewer (37:46): Well, uh, getting back to your coming to Japan, uh, was there anything, uh...
Well, I still can't get over the fact that, uh, you were learning Japanese by yourself and involved in Go,
and it seems like you... & T, HRTZORHA DFEITRE D £9725...... M CTHAGEZ O, HEIC
o Tt WO HREILL, ATHENSNET, HRIZOL S5

Mario (37:59): I had the problem. I had the problem. My university was pretty much void of Japanese
people. There were three Japanese people in my university. One, he basically came to Germany when he
was 2 years old. He could hardly know any kanji. My kanji ability was better than him. And then there
was second, he was a baker from Hiroshima, because the bakery, our local bakery, has a shop in
Hiroshima, which is pretty famous. And, um, so they had bakers from time to time for two years in, in
Germany to learn the craft. And then there was a married woman who was married to a student, uh, a
friend of mine. So, um, I could get some exchange from there. FZIX[ENH > 7= AL TT, FLDOKF:
WIXAARADIZE A ENWEFATLEE, REEETIALDLWRDST2OTY, 1 AIE, 25k
DEEIIZRAVITRIZAT, EFRFEAEHEDETAT L, RO DEFNTEITE
T 2 NBIFEENORIEANVIBEATLIZ, LW Dh, B b DOHITD /N R R I H
JELTWT, EZZZALTESTATY, £DD, AT BREIN 25570012 24/ KA
VWIRESNTETCWELL, £LT3ARIX, BROKANTH LA LR LB TL
oo TTDH, OV AT bLEZB U TEADORIMEFFOZ LILTEE LT,

Interviewer (38:42): Oh, okay. So you were seeking out, you were seeking out people to have language
exchange and cultural exchange? &, 72513 L, TlX, SRS SUERE T A2, H
BHEATAX ZR LI L TWeo TR ?

Mario (38:48): It just like happened to be like this because people knew that I was interested in Japan,
and a friend of fellow Go player said he has a classmate who had, his wife is Japanese, so introduced
me. It was like a town of 16,000 people. You're never really far (from anything). You can basically walk
everywhere. And you meet people easily. HIR & E 9 WS iUl /ie o T2 ATT, A DANTZH D,
RN AARIZHIE 2 > TWD Z & &> TWaD T, BHEAME O AL TERAEICBARANDR
EAPNDABND L] LFES>THRALTINZY LE Lz, AR 176,000 AOETTE NG
e METHICHHEENITS, ERICEZATHEHENTWTELLEL, AEHEI DL
TL7,



Interviewer (39:06): So after coming to Japan, then, uh, was, uh, what was your impression? Was there
anything that surprised you? You had this image of Japan before you went, and then you, you came. Uh,
what was your initial impression? Z A1 T, EERIZHARIZRK THTHLOHIRIZIE S TLE» 2T
WENTZZ LITH0 E L 27NN TWEAARD A A—U R~ T, EEEITRKRTHAT
DI TN RPIOFIRITNDBT LI ?

Mario (39:21): I didn't have really so much of an image because I was rather interested in traditional
cultures. Uh, I didn't know too much about what life in Japan would be like. My biggest surprise was,
you will laugh about that (this), uh, I was surprised about how many people own umbrellas. [laughter] I
was thinking this is not, the name should be not Nihon, it should be kasakuni. fo#t AL DI1E 5 (2 BLEE
BHST-DT, FRIOA A —VIFENIZERF>TWEFATLE, BHRTOAEENED X 57
bOMN, HED ILSHLRNSTZDTT, —FEBENTZDIT——NZEWZ6EDND NS L
NEEANR—BHFEVICHEL DARREFF-TNDHZETLE (5B) . THA) Tidke<
E (PE<ID) | DI ANICTREE L o2 T,

Interviewer (39:48): Kasakuni, okay. ZE[E, 72513 E (%) |

Mario (39:49): Is a country of umbrellas, because, you know, I arrived in August and, um, typhoon
season. And I was surprised that everybody owned an umbrella. I never had an umbrella before I came

to Japan. £ SIZAEDETT L, EWIHDH, RABEFELZOIZ8H T, br o EREOZFEHTT
STEATT, LR REZFFSTNHZ LICEEE L, RRIFHARICKDET, A THE-TZ
ZEMBVEREATLEND,

Interviewer (40:02): Even living in this university town where it rained every day? & H 23> Tu»

T DRFINHEA TN ETIAHTTN?

Mario (40:05): Yes. You have a rain jacket. I, [ never had an umbrella. I never bought an umbrella. I
bought my first umbrella, uh, like, uh, a year later in Hong Kong when it was a typhoon. X X, L A1~
X7y RS ETNLRR, BRATRES T RhoTzL, HoltZ bbb FHATL
oo NETHIOTHREZE ST2DIE, ZD 1HEZRS DWICEHEBRTEEICE 7L & TY,

Interviewer (40:14): Yeah, actually, I, I was the same, uh, in the middle of Canada, the rain starts and
then you wait 15 minutes and then it stops. You don't go out in it. So, [ never had an umbrella. Coming
after, you know (I bought one). Of course, in places like Vancouver where it rains a lot, they do. But was
that sort of your experience as well? You know, rain, it starts and then you don't go out in the rain, you
wait until it stops and then you go out, or is the, the rain a little bit different? X 2. IR BRI CTL
oo AT HXOFEHTIE, ARV IHEDOTH 150 UXIEDRATYT, WO EbIb IS
M7= LEHA, EPORLAEFFF > TWERATLE, BHAAL, N7 —R—D X HITH
DEHIUZATITE A AT > TWETD, HRTEBEIE LS BRI 72O TL X 92 Fﬁ
7§>|3¢ D HL7ZBAMTITH T, kD 2o THoENT2EnI Kok, The b, WOE

D ULEST-OTTN?

Mario (40:41): Well, rain in Germany is usually like, Hamburg is very famous for its rain. It has a sort

of, we called it, we called it dirty weather, sort of like, raining slightly and continuously. So... A > ®

IR, BIZIEAN T A7 TN CHEFICHA RO TE 2, BT fﬁ%iﬁ:}%%’i
(Schmuddelwetter) | EWRINA L 97, INENRLE LEEBRVEIRLRATT, TTMD

Interviewer (40:54): Oh, drizzling. % . FERO X 9 72,

Mario (40:55): Hamburg is a rather cold town. Yeah, it's like, if I think about the temperatures here, it's
like, in, I used to not stand heat very well. Now I don't stand cold very well. /N> 7 /L7 (X EH 5 k&



SAFRNMETY, THLHLORIREEZEZXD & ... HIXESIZETHIHN 27O TN, 4TI
WZHES M A bR > TLEVWE LK,

Interviewer (41:11): Yeah, I can relate to that. Oh, okay. So, the umbrellas, uh, the umbrellas surprised
you. 2 2. CAUTEL 00 E3, 725I1F L, TIEEDOLZ IITE I NTZDIT T,

Mario (41:14): The umbrellas was one thing, but it's like, um, isolation is a, is a major topic that I see
basically, because I found it difficult to talk to Japanese people. And I found it difficult to, let's say, to
have some sort, any kind of relationship besides a very superficial talk. 2 &, % D—-> T3 3, ZiLLL
Rz TV (INSZ) | BRMZE > TRERT —~TLle, AARDT 2 LEEET25 2 & BIRD#E
LIELE BN BT, TS REMRRFEU LD, RO ARBRAZZEL Z ERRNEET L,

Interviewer (41:37): Superficial. Yeah. &, Td 43,

Mario (41:38): Yeah, superficial. So I was like, um, because I was alone, I was in a dormitory at first.
And, uh, it's like, the people in my office, they would simply keep on working until 10:00 at night, and,
uh, I had a very small allowance, actually, um, that I didn't realize that, that it was so little. It was 3,000
yen a day. They would give me 3,000 yen a day and, and free (inaudible), sort of. And, um, I didn't
really realize how little that was. It's like, I was surprised about the prices, the very high prices. X X .
REWRHDOTT, L1 ATLEL, HNTEIEATWE L, 7 4 ZADANTZHITHD
10 RFECTHZVATO X DI X CTOE L2 L, RROFLIFFRITIER 1722 < T, SR
ENBEIUTZED TN g TWERATL, 1 H 3,000H7Z572AT3, 1 H 3,000
L HEITEBOFERL VST U T L, D EIUZEDEATH 5 0EED 720> 72D T
T, WmNIEFICES TEXE L,

Interviewer (42:19): You were based in Tokyo at first? S #JIF R Z LA STV =D TT 0?2

Mario (42:20): In Tokyo. I was in Tokyo. I was a little bit on the outskirts of Tokyo, and, um, yeah. So,
it's like, transportation costs are very high, yeah. And, um, also, like, if you go to a restaurant, whatever,
Tokyo was like, was like, um, '91, '92, at that time Tokyo was still one of, was extremely, Japan was
very expensive, yeah. B Td, BILICWE L7z, WO LANDIT D TLER, &IZ<R
BERPIEFITE DN ST2TT, ZHUT, VAT AT LTHMIZTHIZ LT, Mk
1991 4F, 24T, YRFOHF, WO DARITELE L OEI WM EIr->To T bA,

Interviewer (42:45): Things have changed a little bit. 5|30 LWIRI2AE DV £ L7243,

Mario (42:47): It has changed significantly, I think. Those times I enjoyed like, having a hyaku en
hamburger campaign from time to time, where you can get something cheaper. Or let's say, Shaky's
Pizza. 772 ) RELS BTz LB ET, HYEHI, FaiTbivTuniz 1100 HA—H—F ¢
NR—r | TR BFEEBFEELZD, DONE V=2 —F—AOETFEZREZD LTHELATHE
L7

Interviewer (42:59): Shaky's Pizza? ¥ = —F — XD EHF TI ) ?

Mario (43:00): Yeah, they had a sort of lunch package where you pay 600 yen and you have an all-you-
can-eat. X X, 600 < HWARIZBENBEIZIR DT o F 77 RN oo A TT,

Interviewer (43:05): Oh, so you eat three meals in one? 3335, £ Z T3 B Z —XUIEBXDHDITT
EReR

Mario (43:06): Yeah, sort of. It's like, I was, I was pretty much cash-strapped, yeah. 2. 2., % A/ 72J&
CTT, AHIZBENR TR TWELENE (5B



Interviewer (43:10): Oh, okay. Well, you know, a lot of people that I've interviewed, uh, especially
men, have talked about how difficult it is to make meaningful relationships with Japanese people. So,
that was kind of your initial experience? (chair cracks) Oh, don't worry. Don't worry about it. Uh, that
was, uh, um, the other chairs are, are already like that. That's, that's not your fault. Uh, uh, has that
situation improved over time for you, or has that been sort of a constant theme of your time in Japan? 72

HIFE, BIINBA o ZEa2a—LTELELIDOANLDL, FRZHEEORNG, BARD ) 2 & EK
@%5 ROBARAZZ S DOBVZHEE LW E WO FER IS ET, 0UR0 TR ORERTE
S7eDTTR, (FEAHE) b, [UITLARNTLEEN, ZOFEETRLRTT, ok
THTTIEARRETT NS, HRIEOFNTIEH Y FHA, ZORIIT, FEHEAEDIZD
NTUESNELLE»?2ZRE L, HRIZWDHET - W T LHHED T —~D L 57 b D
TFe

Mario (43:39): Money is always a problem. 334 OREITF IZH VD 942,

Interviewer (43:41): Not, not money. Sorry, not money, the relationships, yeah. 334 Tld72 < T
(%) , THEEA, B&TITARL, ABBERKROIZS TT,

Mario (43:44): Yes. No, that hasn't really improved, I think. I think that Japan is a pretty lonely country.
I think it's like, okay, as a, as an, as a foreigner, you basically have, I think, three choices: let's say, other
expats where you meet in a pub or outside at nighttime, or you probably have a working family where
you're well-integrated, or, um, yeah, what was the third one, uh, basically, I, (you build relationships)
from work or something. &, Z->HTT 1R, VWL, FIICEAL TUEHE D EEEI LTV

BnET, BAREZ HUhZeE) 22 CETR, MEAE LTI ZICWAEgE, A
% X3 DOBPIENH 2 EENET, 120, RIC/NT 7 8T 5 s E AL B M,
69120, BOD ) EKETAALTWOEFEZFF KK, £ LT3 28IE... fITLE”
. BRI FERAR O ARBREZELS LWnolcl ZATL X 90y

Interviewer (44:19): Okay. Right. Right. I've always sort of, uh, I mean, I'd be lying if I said that I have
a lot of, uh, close Japanese friends, but it's always sort of seemed to me that the, the way to have
meaningful friendships is to grow up with people, and to be part of the same clubs, and go... They're
always having these, for example, school reunions from elementary school and junior high school and
high school, and, uh, like, these are the people that they formed relationships with, and these are the
relationships they maintain over the course of their lives. 72 51X &, %9 T34, FAHBLWVVEHAD
EJ\75§71< SANDEESTDIREIZRY ET0, WOLKLELDIE, BEROH 5K NFER L5
< . HREIZE D, RUEEICHTB L2 $TO0ERHLH LD 2 LT, AARTIIA

ES /J\%&%’EP%&\ ERDRIBEN LN ET LR, £ 5o THWEICER A G
7:]\7:% &L APEIZDTE> TEDOEN Y ZAER L TSR H L K5I X £,

Mario (44:47): For Japanese, is basically family, work, school, and if you do not belong into any of
these groups, it will be difficult. It's difficult to cut in. So it's like, what, what, what I had, the problem is
in, in Tokyo is, you know, I would sit pretty long time in a train if I would go downtown, and, you
know, you often see people reading an English book or trying to learn English. So I tried to talk to them.
They wouldn't talk to me. If, if I would, if they were probably looking and I would be looking back, they
would (look down) looking at their books or something, very... And you approach him, you talk them.
Sometimes you probably have a sort of conversation, and you think maybe we can do that again, and it
happened to me a few times that I made an appointment, "Let's meet over there," and then, and then, and
then I was waiting there for an hour or two. Nobody came, yeah. And that happened to me fairly often.
Yeah. It's like, uh, also, like, it's like, I didn't really had much money, and I didn't really know where to
go in Tokyo where are foreign communities. I pretty much learned about this sort of life much later on,
yeah. H AR NIZ & - Tid, FEAMIZIX F?ﬁﬁj M=) T W _XTT, Znbonr—
TONTHIZHELTWRWES, € ZICAVADOIIRETY, TIZAVALONAL I
LV, HORCRANE R LZfTEIE, FEcAT < & SITEHISR D RWEFHEZR 5 O T2,
N TREORZHATWZY | REELZHBLE I E L TW DT A2 K< AT E L,
TNTRHELNT TAHALD ETHDOTTN, LT NERA, BLELNRIELZRTNT,



PR EZ R L7095, T <ICHEZRETRICHZELTLENET, FEFIT...... T
HITSWTEE LT T, BRCIIESFENHAT [F220WELr o) &2V ELE,
EERKHHRZLT HZEZTEWVWEL LY ETFRLAEZ ERKBIH 7O TTRN, BT
%%%2%%%%0(%\%%£%%iﬁmfbto%9w9_k#ﬂ&@MM ZHol-AT
T, R, THIT, UEHIABIZBEN o2 TH L, RO ZIHHEATI 2= 42
HDHONPEHD FHEATLZ, £ WVSTZEFICONTOFEMREH ST-DIX, To %Ik
THhHDOZ LT,

Interviewer (45:57): Okay. Okay. Well, it's interesting... Yeah, thank you for saying that. Uh, it has
been a theme that's come up again and again and again (in previous interviews). Uh, sort of going back
to your, your, uh, your first trip to Japan in 1991. Uh, initially you, uh, were, uh, working in Nikon? 73
HDIEE, FAUTHIRZE ... s LT NTHINRLE Y ZZNET, 207 —~<IL, LaioA
VA 2a—THMELMELMEYVIELHTE TS ZLRATT, ST, 191 FFEOFRAI DK
HOBFEIZRY £928, &M= THIrn T\ T La?

Mario (46:18): Yes. [$\ >,

Interviewer (46:20): Oh, okay. And how was that experience for you? H&. & 5 TT D, F OREER
XV TLZ?

Mario (46:24): Not good. Well, basically, the experience at Nikon, the research itself, it was interesting,
but I, I didn't like the... I was very much, uh, it was very much regulated what to do. Yeah. And, um,
and they basically expected me to do everything. They basically thought I came to Japan to do the
research, and I had some problems with my (because of my) culture. Then later, then when I asked for a
holiday because I wanted to see that festival, and then I explained I came to Japan also to see the culture.
“Oh, you wanted to see the culture?” He was really shocked. He couldn't get the idea that somebody is
not coming to work just to work for his company. Yeah. Was a, so sort of, um, very interesting ideology
behind it, yeah. E < 72> 72 Td 4, =2 TORERTT A, HFEZO L DITm AN >T2DT
ER/ANER /IR YN D iﬁ/u’(‘ L7z, M4 I8 bIFEFITHNABH S TWZATY, £

_\ﬁ%iﬁim TN TOEFEI 2T E2WFL TR LS, o1k, RARER
WHIe a4 7207200 K TRz & VA A TNZD T ik%ﬁ@w#%b<0ﬁﬁﬁﬁ
CE L%, T, %é% D2 R7e < TIRIRZ HEE LB, TRAROIUbEZ R S7-0I2d 2
:K%khﬁjkﬂ%btk_é\Fxo\iM%%_%t@#w?JkK%K?ayﬁ%%
FTTWE L7z, SO OI@< 72 TIER<, TSSO B TERET D AR NS L) 3
BERPEMRTE R L 5 TT, 22, TOERITITFEF M oA T A X -0 %
L7223,

Interviewer (47 14) Well, seems like a very basic cultural misunderstanding. $8IA 72 ARAA) 72 5C

Mario (47:17): Yeah. But it's simply like, it's more than a cultural misunderstanding, I think. It’s
simply, like, that people just think that the company is the only thing (in) life, or the only purpose to live
for. What I used to say usually is like, the biggest difference between Germany and Japan is, in Germany
we work to live; in Japan you live to work. And it's like, pretty much in, in social life is pretty much like
this. I mean, even nowadays, I mean, as I said, I, after my Nikon experience, I wasn't so keen on
working for companies. I'm still trying to be more or less independent in my life. Even that means that [
earn less money. But I have more time, and I have more time to decide how I can spend it, in case [ want
to take a holiday off or something. I don't need to worry too much about it, yeah. X 2, T Z L%,
B2 ALORRMRLL LD b D72 & Bk, B, SR ANEOTXTTHY | FExDMH—
DHMIELEBZZTWDLANRELTEL LD Z kTT AR ELSE2TWEDIEZ, R4V ERAK
DIRDENE T RAY NFEZ D7D < 23, BARNIH 72DIZEE TS &nH
T, HREEERNESITZARKE LT, 5 THL I TR, =3 TORBROEZ, T
FEETHS ZLICHEV RV QTIIRI R £ L, 4 THANEICBNTE D 220
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Interviewer (48:07): Okay. Okay. Well, I, I don't want to... 72 51Z &, Tix, FAlZ......

Mario (48:08): And people, and people generally, it's like, some people would think that's not really a
good idea. Is like, people do not think of you (do think of you) as a lesser person if you're not working
for a company in a, in a fixed settlement (situation; stable job situation). & L C{#tfE]—fxD AN7=H

E, FNEHEVRNBZTIERWEES L9 TH, b LAEEICEL TEE LI W T
g, —ARIDAHE LTRTHELARWNWE S REZANRDH Y £7,

Interviewer (48:22): Yeah, the stability seems to be really prioritized in the minds of a lot of people.
You know, I have these conversations with, uh, students who, uh, are interested in, in many things, but
end up becoming, uh, public servants. X 2. %< O ANDFADH Tl V'“Tfj DB TS
£ TR, HarRZ LITHEZF > TWRN G, BEIICIIABEICR2FETH L K<
T hIEEE LET L.

Mario (48:37): I wouldn't say stability. I would simply say a sort of, you know, it's like you have the
word seishain, where the people says only like, a real worker, a real worker (is someone) who works for
a salary, and (not) somebody who's just doing arubaito, which is funnily a German word for work, and
not (only) for part-time (jobs). ZE L V9 L VX, [T WH A, [EHE] EWHISERHY £
T X, WmEE b Lo T NI DRARMOGE TH Y, 7272 T7 A b ZLTWHTE
FONZZ D TIERW, EWVWD XORATGTTE, BLLRIEIZ, TARNAL FEWIDILRA
VEET [ (drbeit) | MRETERT 2 SWThH>T, /5= M4 A AOHFLET &7 DT
T RWATTIT &1,

Interviewer (48:56): Not for part-time. Does that, does that annoy you? I mean, it annoys, it annoys me
for some reason. /N — R ¥ A L E W) BETIIRWTT bR, £OZ LA T7A4 7LV LE
T2 FNT R ED, ZEOEONFITEYEYT LD TTNR,

Mario (49:03): Yeah, it does. Itdoes. 2 2. 1 74 7 LT X, &AHIT,

Interviewer (49:04): Okay, good. I'm not the only one. K722> 72, % 95 5 OITFLZT TiEZR2WO
T4,

Mario (49:05): Yeah. This is like sort of, I think, sort of like this sort of, um, biased on, "You're just
part-timer," and, "Oh, you are seishain." And this sort of, uh, bias, I think, is a problem in, in the society.
1TV, [BENIZTZEOT AL K2 e Thd, SR7ITEERATTR] ) X))
72, BOHFBEORFRTT LR, TV o@iiE, ESICB I HRERE & BEnET,

Interviewer (49:19): People feel social, they feel like social pressure. A % [3fEFYE S 2% T T
LT,

Mario (49:24): Yes. Yes. I\, Z DY TT,

Interviewer (49:25): That's interesting that you say that. I haven't, 've never thought about it in that
way before, but I think you're, you're definitely right. I've always, uh, tried to explain (to students) that,
uh, this idea of part-time job doesn't really translate into English because nobody cares, you know. “Oh,
do you work part-time or full (time) ? ” Nobody cares about that distinction. You work or you don't
work. "I have to work tonight," you know, "I have to work at my," you don't have to say part-time job.
Nobody cares about that, you know. It's working or not working. But you're right, you know, there's
different classifications of work, and some are better than others. = 9 D115 L HHAWTT A, =
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Mario (49:55): Yes. Also, like, I, I've heard that before, that some people think that I don't really work
here because I do not work for this or that (company), yeah. & 9 72 A Td, ZiUZ, [FEDEZ
EZDOBREDT=DITHN TN L DT TRV NE, FAUXZ ZTIEIARLEDOEKRTH TV D DT
TlE7Zewn ) EADLLEDLR TS, EWOFEZHIZLIEZ b0 £,

Interviewer (50:05): Oh. Oh, interesting. Okay. Okay. Well, I don't want to fast forward (over
important parts of your life). I mean, from 1991 to 2022 is a lot of time, but could you give us a, a brief
synopsis of, uh, your, your life journey from then until now? & &, 72513, BHEEWNTT R,
T, HRIZONEORGV e 2 R0 LI TRV OTE A, 1991 005 2022 4F- L0 5 D
IFRWEH T, YRENOBIEICELETOHLRTEDONEDOHEL L | FHICERN L TWeZT
EITN?

Mario (50:22): Well, it's like, uh, I was at Nikon for about nine months, and then I spent another six

months in Japan. Um, basically, I changed to teaching English. Um, though I, at the beginning, I was

very shy to do so because I didn't really think my English was very good. Basically, my English got
good when I came to Japan, because I was forced to speak to speak English, or to read English. Yeah.

Um... =23 AZITKI O W HEHEEE L, TORIDHIZ6 WHMBATEI LE Lz, AT
IE, WEEEHR DT LA TYT, RUITIBESDOIGERHE D LT EE > TnRdso
DT, BRDLD% ETHEEL TWoDOTT N, EARMIZIE, BARISR T OHREZFET Z
Rl Z & il S Te e, FEEEN FIELE L, A, TAT..L

Interviewer (50:50): Nobody spoke German to you? #fH NA YEETEE LT TS N> 72D T
g2

Mario (50:51): Yes. Well, there was a little. In Tokyo there's a German library where you could go and,
and borrow books, yeah. But it's sort of, um... You see, I, I read my first real English book, you know, I
was, when I was on my way to Japan. I traveled two months through, through the US. Yeah. And, um, I
bought an English book because no German books available, and it's like, you know, I traveled on a bus,
uh, used the Greyhound system on, for a month. And went to Canada, to Toronto, Montreal, and down
south, Mobile or whatever in between, yeah. And, uh, yeah, so I bought an English book by an author
that I quite liked in Germany that I read before, and then I read that one, and it took me about 3 months
to finish, and I was so proud of myself. "Oh, I can read an English book." Yeah, that was amazing, yeah.
ZIOMRATY, b, P LIEIHY £ Lz, FHKITIE F4’ VEEDHEENH - T, £ _ﬁof
ARafFED 52 LT TEELL, THMEWI L FEIE RADBHIO TE & b 2R IGh DA & Fi
O, BRZANIBEFOZETLI, TAV & 2HHBKL TWATT, NV
ARRFIZALRDP SO THRFEOAREZENE Lz, 17 HM, 7V~Av/kwnx%ﬁof
it LTWEATY, AT F4D sy bREY U A—/VTE, ZNNLEEOE—E/LR
E. ZOMIZH Dhkx a0 £ L, TORE, A VICWIZEHITH & THRA TWIZES
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£

Interviewer (51:46): Do you remember the title of the book? = DAKD % A F L& T Z TUVWNET N ?



Mario (51:47): Uh, I remember the author. The author's Eric Van Lustbader. He's a sort of like, he, he
also wrote books about with Japanese background in martial arts. FHIXE X TWET, =U v 7 -
Tyy « TARMR=H—LWHERTT, HIIxRiEZ7T —~IC Lz, HAZERICLIEZARRE
HENTWE LR,

Interviewer (51:56): Oh, okay. Okay. Well, it is quite an accomplishment to get through, you know, a
book in another language. I, I certainly... H &, 72 H1FE, IEFEOAREZ —MEEAEIH &N H D
T, RUZEAERTT L, RRSHRIT......

Mario (52:06): Yes. Yes. I always hated (inaudible) to school. We had to read Hotel, I think, and some
other... [T\, AMIZ, FARFRITFROEFHEORENARYITH T L, [F71] 2n)
AR, MUZH W DG E SNZRERH Y £7......

Interviewer (52:11): You had to read...? (il &3t £ SN2 DTT N ?
Mario (52:12): Hotel Arthur Hailey? 7 —%— « ~A U —® [FH7 /L] TTm»da?

Interviewer (52:13): Oh, okay. I haven’t heard of it. H &, 251X E, B2 LD3HV FHAT
L7z,

Mario (52:14): Short version sort of, and other books, yeah, in English class. = OEAERD L 5 72 %
DR, MOREFFEORETHE I NE LT,

Interviewer (52:19): Oh, okay. Yeah. That's totally different when you're being forced and when it's of
your own (choice)... Yeah. 72 513 ¥, il SN THiderD &, B OEE TRA TR O L T
I, Fol{BEWVWETNbRA, XX,

Mario (55:22): Yeah. It's like, especially if you do not have really the language set up, you know. I was,
I was always struggling with the languages. I had Latin, too, I was never really good in that. X %, %F
IZEEFOREBENR LoD L TETWNRWNE ZITIRETY, FATVOHEEFICHERL TWEL
Tco ZF7VRBORELHVELED, BREETEHY FHEATLEZL

Interviewer (52:32): Well, you certainly don't seem to be struggling, uh, struggling now at all. Okay.
So, you went through a period where, uh, you taught English, and, uh, how did, uh, how did life
transpire from there? \\°, 5D H 72722 T H L, BIEFHL TWAH IO ICITRAEEA
Fo BIFE, TIL, %n%ﬁsztﬁ@ﬁ%of ZIPOANEFEDOLHITEAL T
STEDTT N

Mario (52:47): So, like, with the English one... So basically, a friend of mine suggested, "Mario, why
don't you teach English?" And then, "Me, English? Are you sure?" She was American. "But you know
my roommate, right? She's, she's French Canadian. She teaches English, too." Really? You know, she
has a very strong French accent, and I was thinking, "Well, if she can do that, I can do that, too." So
that's how basically I got into English teaching. And then, uh... Yeah, so after a year and a half, um, I
had some visa problems here in Japan, and, uh, I ended up in Taiwan. I was, I visited first Taiwan, and
then I tried to come back to Japan, and actually, originally I wanted to enter university in Japan, and, uh,
I had a guarantor, but then I was, um, turned down in the airport. Spend a night at the airport. "You don't
get in here." £ DIEFEDHAFICEA L TTE ... HOHRE, KW T= VA, REEEHZ TH
52) LD TINIZATY, FIE TEEREFEZ 2 ARG hN 2 ) EEIRLUE L, 3T
AVBNEST=OTTR, [THRONL—LAL NEHIS>THTLE 2HLE7LVoF - BT
TAT Y (TTURARATZN) EFE, R HGFEZHATDHL] EF5-TATY, A
(22T VRN T T U AGEMD R oToD T, TEH, AN TEHRLHETIE->TT
LT EERVWE LT, TR0 THEARNICITFEGEZH A MDD Z LIZR2T2DOTY, £
ninbH, AR & AARICKRTIFEIZERSZEH, EVOMENBELTLEY, HREE
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Interviewer (53:43): Really? A4 T4 ?

Mario (53:44): Yes. That was, um, it was, it's like, you know, in the beginning of '90s, there were lots
of Iranians overstaying their visa. They were up to 400,000, and they thought, “Okay, now we kick out
all the foreigners.” And in my flight there were six or seven people who were refused from Taiwan, and
I was the only westerner. And, you know, I bought tea for my friends from Taiwan, and they
(immigration/customs officials) all poured out the tea. "Can we find any drugs‘7 Can we find any drugs?"
They were really sad when they didn't find anythmg LV, ZAUTTE WD Dy, 90 FERDPIEH, B
PFORERIEZ L TWDA T ADIEFITE L, Eij(“C 40 T NIZEENWTRFH7ZE 72 AT,
ZOOEFIT XL, SMEAEZ—fRLE D] LEBERATDIT T, FREEND RS T ARATHE
TH, 6, TADAEELT S, BCRKANIFRAZ T TLE, BIEORA~DBLEICH > T2 B8
RO TWEOTTN, ANEFEAEETZOLNEDOBRAEZT X TELRBUTE L, [EE®HRROH)
SRV 2 FYT T2 ? | EERLTWIED TR, RS BOonb < T HHIFANSIC
Mo LickkfTLIZ &

Interviewer (54:15): So, that's interesting. I mean, I haven't talked to a lot of people who were in Japan
in the '90s, but there, I, I remember hearing that there was a wave of sort of, uh, anti, I guess you could
say, immigrant sentiment. And... Z FUFBELBREWVISEE T 42, 90 FERICH AW AT S A
Eigcd LAY e) Tﬁikoiﬁﬁm§%%%i%5@®\%bf%dvﬁﬁ%%m%®i9ﬁ%ﬁ&
Sl EEWERERHY T, £ T

Mario (54:29): The sentiment was, I think, basically against Asians, not really to Westerners.
“Westerner” was always a different category. But it's like, Iranians who would not really conform to
Japanese customs. They would meet in Yoyogi Park on Sunday in masses of thousands, and the
Japanese felt very intimidated. And then there was a case of fake telephone cards. Or, like, where you
put a sort of wire thingy on it and you could call whatever. And, uh, there was a lot of, uh, things related
to that one where the people felt very negative, but it was particular, I think, Asians or non, non-
westerners. Westerners was always like a different category, I think. = DI X, FEARIZIZT VT
NZHLTHT N bDOT, BKANZHIT NI b D TIERp>7e L BNET, TR

FHIChEE LTHRONTWE L, 7272, BAROBRIZHEVHIR L 5 & Lxna T AT
LAWE L7z, HOIEHRERICRA RAEIMTABEE > TWZD T, HARNIIEFIZEE
ZRELTWZOTY, £, MET VAR T—FOFHLH Y £ L, I—RIZE@&D X 57
MTZLT, WSHTHERETEDEIICTLHLDOTT, £HV o7 fRCB# LT, Ax 33k
WICATT 4 TRAIREZANTWE LA, ZRUTFHZT U7 NRFHERCK N2 57z b o
TL7, WCRANFFIZEN G IZE R 0T T =L LTRARINTWE EBWnET,

Interviewer (55:12): And yet, uh, it seems kind of a, a Japanese thing to, you know, have a specific
problem but to generalize it. So, you know, so you got caught up in this even though you weren't really
the target. IZH 70D 6T, FFEOMBEZ BRI —BIELLTLED LWV O DIE, WIZH BAR
7D E DI BAETR, TTNS, ARDF =7y FTERDPSTITHE PO LT,
HRT-bETORENIEZIAENTLE -7l TT 1,

Mario (55:24): Yes, right. I think that, that's how I felt, yeah. It's like, the immigration guy was a sort of
like saying, "Okay, we're not letting you in the next morning, but if you sign this, it's like you have never
been here," sort of. “Okay,” I took the, I signed it, and then, uh, it's like, um, so... At that time, because I
had a guarantor, I had a family who cared very much for me, and Japanese family who was kind of
interested in caring for me, and they wanted to help me to get into university here. And, uh, so it's like,
uh, 6 months later or so, I came again to Japan, but that time I took the boat from Taiwan because I
thought, I don't want to go through Narita airport or Haneda airport or, or... It's like, the big centers
where they're so concentrated. I wasn't, | was worried about what might be on the record or what was



not, because even if you sign anything, whatever (there might still be a record). |ZV>, £ SITZDHED
T9, B THZEOKUE L, AEEHEN HAEOH, B2 AEIEL0FIZII0Vnen
M. ZHUCEL T, BAIND 2 IR0 82 TED] L) X9 RkILEE-T
XloTY, G Ell) ERIFZENICEALE L, Z1LT, eV s 2. 15N A
(CIEH TERFEADZN T, FADZ L& & THRUITNIT T ND BARANDFIRPNE LIz, #51T
EZHLHLDORFICAND DEFIENTZR> TN TWEDTT, Z2O7H, 20K 61
ICHOHARIZRIZOTTD, EORFIEEENOARZHEWE Lz, ARHZEECPIHZEE LS V-
Too ADEBEET ORISR ZED 2 2ot T, WS LEHIZEA L &RV L, flék
(AT FE S TND DI S IR Te D TLELE S 72D TY,

Interviewer (56:15): Sure. Who's to say that they didn't (keep the documentation)? fE7H>MZ, i 5 A3
TEHEARE L TRV E EEWIhEEAL b1,

Mario (56:16): It's like, I felt scared. {fin>> 7= A T,

Interviewer (56:19): Oh, okay. But then coming by boat, that was okay? & & . 72513 L, THHMT
K- HRLKFE-7-0TTHR?

Mario (56:21): Yeah. Yeah. [T\, KK TLZ,

Interviewer (56:22): Okay. And then were you able to get into a university in Japan? K 72>>7-, £
T, HERDORZIZFIAFETEEOTET»?

Mario (56:26): Yeah. Well, I was, I was considering for the time, and then, but because before I came
back, I spend (spent) longer time in Taiwan, and I find Taiwan would be, is (was) easier for me. Uh, the
costs are lower, and, uh, let's say, what I can earn by teaching is probably around the same rate as in
Japan, but living costs overall are (were) probably half of Japan. So I felt it easier to do. Also like, the,
let's say, visa requirements were much easier in Taiwan to do. So, um, I was in, I, I signed up into an, a
bigger, um, Chinese language school, and, uh, so basically for learning Chinese. Also like, I had
originally ideas, you will probably think it very funny. First time I went to Taiwan for a short visit, I
thought Chinese was interesting because, they say, you see all the kanji. And Japanese, I learned
Japanese, I knew some of the kanji. And, uh, I basically communicated by writing kanji. Chinese people
write Chinese and I write Japanese, and sort of communication. And I had the strange idea I could learn
Chinese by myself as well, because I did that in Japanese, and I realized very quickly that was
impossible. So that's why I got into language school as well, yeah. So, part of the visa and part, yeah, |
was really fascinated by the language. W W\ 2, LIEH < IEB X TWDOTT A, HARIZEDHIIZ
BEBICESHELTWEI L bV, BEBOIEI RANICE > TERE L LGSV =0TT, Wil
WZNTT L, BIAITHRDZ L THLNDWAITAARLITITR CKETT N, AEEEET
HARDYSNE L THAE Lz, 207, AEOIE) BVER LTV LR LEOTY, Zh
2. EF OB LABOE ) NEEMEI T, ZhT, ABEONR YRS DOREE
FRATRER L, AEMICHEREZFOMRO E L, o, ZUIkWEs & T Ln e &
PhoE LIVEEAR, &RCEEL b Liince &, PEETEmAVWE B2 ATYT,
NTEFTEPNLTWD D TY, FIFAKFELFZATVEDT, W ONDEFEZH > T
FLT, 207D, ERAMICIFERTCaIa=r—TarzloTnE L, BIEDOADRHE
e EE AP HARGELES, EWVO LORPCVEY TY, £ LT, HARGENIMFETTE D
it PEFELDMFETTEX 2O T2V E W) G EVIARZRN O TT R, ZH
RARETH D Z LTI SICRDEE L, 0D ZEEFFRICLE- DI T, E¥FD
THENIDEHD XN, LD ZOFFHRICALIIET SN TWE L,

Interviewer (57:48): You seem to have a really healthy interest in, uh, in, in, well, not just, not just, uh,
Asia, but sort of in, in learning, in culture. H72721X7 U7 721 T2 < | ST &= 3bicxt
LT, ARYITERTHWEBEZFF > TWnWd L5 T,



Mario (58:00): Yes, uh, I think so. Uh, considering that I wasn't a really good student in school, um,
my, my interests have been very wide, actually. I've been... Whenever I have an interest in a topic that |
want to learn about it, I get a probably textbook style and really learn about it, yeah. Read a lot. I have a
pretty big library, you know. X %, £ 9 BWEF, FLAERMUIIR L TEFH QAL TE R 2722
LEEZDE, FEREO L ZAROBRIIIERILFHIC KA TOES, [MpER-nT —~ %
A5 &, BREFEOL S RbOZFTIZANTABINTHML £, Kbl SABRSAET,
W) REeE R (BF) 2R>oTHWET L,

Interviewer (58:22): Oh, okay. And so, you, you said, uh, in an earlier conversation that, uh, you
actually entered a university in Taiwan and studied anthropology. H&. % 9 T3 2>, FRIORFED
HC, BEICEBORFIZAFLTANEZZFARLE LMo TWE Lz,

Mario (58:32): Yes, that's right. So it's like, it was like, I was in the language school for four or five
years and basically, the last two or three years I did classic Chinese mostly. [Z\, ZF D@V TH, &

FRATIT 4, SFES TWDOTE AN, Ffhd 2, 3FITEIC THMPERE (B30 | 2Hm
L TWZE L7,

Interviewer (58:40): Four or five years. You, you must have really gotten up to speed with your

Chinese. 4, 5 T9 7, FEFEOEN YR L~YLIZZELTZOTL X 913,

Mario (58:45): Yes, it's like, it's like, I did the basic courses. After, and then after a certain while, I got
into, into, um, classic Chinese, because, you see, when I was a kid, uh, I once read a book called Laozi is
called, 2 2, Hffa — A&k 2%, LIEOL LTHMPEROMMRIZAD L, &0 oHD
b, FHOEIC—E [ZF] LWORETALZ ENDHTNETT,

Interviewer (58:58): Sure. Tao Te Ching. X .. 0220 £9, [EMRER] T3,

Mario (58:59): Yes, uh, when I was 14, sort of, sort of like, interesting. I didn't really realize, I didn't
really realize how important the book is or how old it was. And it's sort of like, uh, I had sort of the idea,
“if your Chinese one day that good, you can read this book, that would be amazing, yeah.” And then I
had, it's like in my, this language school, which is the best language school in Taiwan, um, I had once
the chance really to (study the book), with a teacher that was really amazing. She was like 70, 70 years
old. She was a graduate from Beijing University before, before the end of the world war or at the end of
the world war. 13\, 147% < HWDRFIZEEA T, mMHWREBSTATT, YRFEZEDOARD E
MEFEEET, CAUETEHNLDROPTIELS o TOERATLER,  TW-onfEED

Li Loleh, ZOREZFRLTHDD LIRS TEHHMESL LWEA IR L IHERE L

CEWRH Y F L,to Z LT, BB THRAEIEL SNDHEDOFEFFHKT, RYIZHEFS L4
MOFSEEEB/BT-OTYT, ZFOHAEITERE 70 BWT, 5B kR RS KD ST &H
D WITHRERELRT O AL R D AEEAET L,

Interviewer (59:39): And so she, she left (mainland China together) with Chiang Kai Shek? &9 Z
T, BITEN AL L BITRELAEENIZO T A2

Mario (59:40): Yes, she was, she was sent to Taiwan because she could, she knew a little bit Japanese.
So she was sent to, um, Taiwan to teach. And she was actually in one of the top senior high schools. I
think former, former vice president was a student (of the school), of Taiwan, yeah. So, it's like, she knew
a lot of famous people, and then she went later on, after retirement, she decided she wanted to teach
foreigners as well. And I was in this, in this very, um, amazing class with, um, with everybody. Lots of
my classmates are now professors here and there, and I was basically there simply because I was just
interested, in (learning)... Out of pure interest. (X\ Y, 2T U BAGEN TE /=720, HHi2 D
ZOICEBICIREShE LI, £TLT, m@®b/777x®wﬁ$%<m&>fﬁz1mt
AT, HEDPBIEB ORI S ZDFROBZF oL BNET, TThE, HLiFE<o
EHNEHOTWELL, BB LERISMNENC OB ATWEBRT-L D T, FATZDIE



WICHEESL LW T RAHEEL TCWE L, YD T ARXA— DX, 4 TEHHIHT
I 5 TWVE TR, FAUTHICHUFE Bk D Z IV E I T L=,

Interviewer (1:00:24): Well, probably the best reason to learn anything, isn't it? F 41 Z Z 25, [/ %
TS ETHERBFERBO LWEEB T L,

Mario (1:00:26): Yeah. Yeah. So, and then after, so after a pretty long time, I was thinking I could go
back to university, because part of the thing is like, as I said, uh, different cultures, you know. In my
language school, we had like a term was 3 months, and then we would have one week off, and then this
one week off, I would take off into riding around with my motorcycle in a tent. And you come to those
Aboriginal villages, and you meet people who are totally different than a Chinese one, yeah. And it's
like, it's like you stop somewhere and say, "Yeah, have a beer," or someone like, "Ya," even the police
will say, you know, "Have a beer," even there's non, non-alcohol driving (laws against drinking and
driving). [ZV), £ 9 LT ) RWVEFIDR R 72%, © 9 —ERFIRAI EEZHBDE L
Teo BHD—2&L LT, KIELEE T L IITHRDIUA~DIBRN S > 726 T, FOFET:
FRIL 153 AT, ORI VBB OIKREBDRZH Y £ Lz, £ORBDIZNT, FAUTA
T v FEBATHNT TWZDTY, £9 LTURERONZIND &, ERELITE -7
SERLIIUYbEFFONTBITHEWE L, EInrbHmLE TE— L afATHE LR XL
EFEENTONTZY . BEEROEIEENH S IZ b 0b b T, BREETIx [B—nitd )
L] EELTERVT LG TLE (5B) .

Interviewer (1:01:06): So, there's many groups of, of, uh, indigenous... There are many indigenous
groups in Taiwan? TlX, BEIZIZZ L DEERBEO T NV—TBNDEDTT N2

Mario (1:01:10): Yeah, basically 10, 10 tribes. (Z\ >, FEARPNITITAR I TWND DN 10 5K H Y
7,

Interviewer (1:01:12): 10 tribes. 10 51 T3 2>,

Mario (1:01:13): 10 recognized tribes, and maybe more mixed tribes, and all very, very different
cultural, uh, ideas. AFE I AL TWVD DN 10 #E T, NN IR OEE/R ENFIEL., £
NENDAEL 872 5 U e a2 F5 > Tk,

Interviewer (1:01:21): What percentage of the population do they make? A\ 0 2&{&KD [/ X—+t& > | <
HWVWEEHDTNDEDTTHN?

Mario (1:01:24): No, it's very small. It's actually, the biggest tribes have, Taiwan in a whole has
probably 21, 22 million people, and, um, the biggest tribe has around 120,000 people. VM2 FEF I
HFNTT, BEREDO ANLRIZNTZU 2,100 5~2,200 5 ANIEE TR, Kb RKE REHKET
b 12 AARBRE LN EE A,

Interviewer (1:01:37): Okay. So, we're, we're talking about just a fraction. Just a few percent (around
2.6%). Okay. Oh, okay. 72 51Z &, 1 ZFAD—H#, DTN —k b ($12.6%) &\WHZ&T
T8, D EL,

Mario (1:01:44): But it's like, the, the whole, the whole life setup is totally different. You see, where the
Chinese are really concentrated on money. Everything is about money. It's like, people probably run
around in underwear outside, but they're actually really rich. Yeah, they really care. They don't really
care what to make their houses pretty. They really care what they have in the bank. And the Aboriginal
mindset is basically, "If I have money, I invite my friends to a party. And if [ don't money, I go to work."
TEN, BEOHV HTZDOLONRELS ERY 3, BERIEO AN BIIALICBEIZHE L E
T, FRTRBEFLTT, AEBE L XETEDL S ki E LTHThH, EEALRHLE
o7 LET, EOEEEMBIZHD Z SITIZBELRH Y AN, SUTOEREITIE S DOFEL



bYW EST, — 5T, FEROEZ FITEARNIC TBENHIVUEKEEL AL T—T (—%
T 5, BNl holeb@xiz47<] £WIHr LD TI,

Interviewer (1:02:15): Right. Right. Right. Right. Which, uh, makes sense. 72 51F &, L <30 %
To THUZTNT, B2 E-> TV ET I,

Mario (1:02:19): Yes. [\,

Interviewer (1:02:20): You know, it's not, it's not, it's not a crazy idea to spend our limited time on
Earth. #iBR CTitd TR ONTHF#Z ED X SIS 22 WD BIRTIE, IRLTHERAREXS T
TH0 £ A,

Mario (1:02:24): Extremely, extremely friendly. Extremely, you can get close very easily, yeah. 1% & |
LOBES 7L RY = ATY, KUY ORI ENTEET L,

Interviewer (1:02:30): Um, and so then, in university you decided to... =AU C, K= Ti...... BRI
L& ERDI-biF T4,

Mario (1:02:32): I thought, I thought it, it interested me because, like, the, what is this culture thingy?
You know, you lived in Japan, you have seen Europe, of course, and then, uh, the Chinese mindset. Of
course, I also read a lot about Chinese history and other stuff around it, so I got a sort of interested. And
I also had an Aboriginal girlfriend for some time, that was also part of it. [ 3{k & lZ—{R{n[72 D72 A
9 2] LWVH T EITHIRMNENWZATY, FIFIT—r vy " ZH->TWT, BARICHEASR, £L
TERBEOEZTIZbMNE LT, bbAA, PEOEELEZNICEET AL S AFiA
TWeDT, BLBAERED £ L7, £, —FHIEERBOT -7 L2 RRWEZ L b
BLTHET,

Interviewer (1:02:54): Sure, that always helps pique interest. fE7)MZ, ZAUIXRELEV R < BBk A 2
THZoNTITRD EFTR (R

Mario (1:02:56): Yes. Yes. So, I had glimpses that usually other people probably don't have. And that
sort of interested me. So, I got into, got into department of anthropology and then studied there. I did,
uh, five years. Um, I could have graduated four years. I was one of the top in the class, but, uh, for
reasons of the visa, I extended a year. Dropped a course and in order to stay a year longer and then think
about what I want to do. And around that time, I met my wife. It's like, my last summer vacation there. I
went traveling to Japan for two months, hitchhiking all around. 2. 2., ZD7=, TEDO AN R 51
RNE D MmEAER AL ZENTE, TNNSHICHRZEENYTE L, £9 LTAEY
FHZAF L, EZTFRE L, HFSERIEFELE L, BEIZZ 9ADO Ny T 7 T X257
DTAFETHEET LI LHTEREOTETN, EVORRTIFERLTZDOTT, HAT1OD
BEAELESTZET, 9 VFERELZSI ST L, A%OEREZE 2 DM Z MR L E LT,
ZLTHEH EXOE, BEDOEITHE 720 TT, BB TOREDOEKRLDOZ & TLZ, T
2 0 AR BASFITICHNT . iz b v Fong 7 Tl TWE LT,

Interviewer (1:03:37): You must have been the only hitchhiker. Was hitchhiking more common in this,
right now would be around 2000? Was hitchhiking more common back then? & 727 LIAMZ B » F N
A 7% LTWDANRATHNRENPSTZOTIERNTT 2 B & L CTiE 2000 FEHO Z & 72 &
WETH, YIS LV by T IR ST2DTL L 90?2

Mario (1:03:48): No, it wasn't. It's like, it's like, um, you see, this is... We talked about isolation before.
Like, when I was in Tokyo, I actually hitchhiked right from the beginning, and, um, I had, um, I had a
sort of German version of a Lonely Planet guidebook from a very long time ago, and it was standing
(written) inside, "You can hitchhike, you can go to this place that was called Yoga," is like, in, in
downtown Tokyo, an entrance area where you could go, and that's what I did. Oh, it's basically, I told



my colleague at work, "I want to go to, to Kyoto tonight." They say, "I cannot go, I have to work." "Oh,
no problem. I go alone." "You will be lost," and things like this, yeah. And, uh, so I went there for a
weekend, basically, Friday night, and, uh, hitched a night lift, in the morning arrived in Kyoto. Had a
two days sightseeing, and nighttime I slept by the river in a sleeping bag. And then the next night I came
back and I went to work. So it's like, over the time, I became an expert for that. It's like, it's like, so I've
been virtually to the top of Japan by hitchhiking. W\ 2., ZARZ Li3HV FHATLIE L, Tk
WOy, ThE...... So&x MUl IZOWTEELE Lo Lda, FAUTHISWZE, FE 30
By TFNATHELTVIZATT, TWERAED, A YVEROa ) —7 I3y b (fITH
A RT 7)) DESIBRBDEFFSTWeDOTETR, 222 TeyFAAI7NTED, HAEEW
5%ﬁ:ﬁ<kmwjkiw1%othff FOXDENC D D HBIEEOAY HD X5 72

BT Cd i, £ T THILATY, BEOREIS (5K, KEIITE WAL & 572
%\rﬂiﬁf&“i\ﬁ$ﬁ%5#Ejkmbhibkor%%\ﬁ%&wiolkfﬁ<
mol [RFICRD &) RATELRE LR, £T, WREFM L TEREORKIZZE Z T
&, WROHEIZERSETHL 5o T, FNIERINICE S £ Lz, 2 HREBDEZ LT, "o
ZIETREBISD2FE-TEE L, BEAZEX TRORIZE->TET, ZOEEEFITo7
ATT, ZARBUS, BRDEOIZONTE vy F AL 7 DENIR>TWEE L, £
Z, BTN THRDIZERIIGE TITo72 28 bd D T X,

Interviewer (1:05:55): Really. A4 T4 7>,

Mario (1:05:56): 1 used to hike quite often, actually, before I went, even came to Kyushu I spent more,
more time in Hokkaido and often enough also in winter time hitchhiking. Ffg, X <Jix (N1 72) %
LTWE L7, JUMNRDANE, LifETE YV Z< ORMZEI L TWE L2 L, LORHT
LNRYDOBE T vy F A7 H L TNE LT,

Interviewer (1:05:04): And so people, you find people would stop? Zi1 T, BHIIH oA L IEE > T
<NDHHDIRDTTIIN?

Mario (1:05:06): Yes. The waiting time... This is funny. The waiting times is about enough is is about
the same time everywhere. You can say about 1 hour. 1 hour is sort of... Okay, sometimes it's 30
seconds, but um uh 1 hour is a good average in Tokyo. Lots of people, lots of cars. Most of people
laughing when they see a hitchhiker with a sign, yeah. |3V, FHERFREIZ...... ZARHEBEWDTY
B, EZTHREVWEWFELLS BWARATY, BEL IRHESS>THNTL X I, TEHREWD
IDIIIE NI D FEDH FHIE30 M THED Z L bH Y 328, BT IRHRARWD
HZTd, AbHELTSAVETNLR, KON, R—FEfolct v F g 7 DHE
NERDHERSTWET L,

Interviewer (1:05:30): So you have a sign and your and your thumb out. ;" — R £f > T, Blfg% 7
T2DHIT TR,

Mario (1:05:33): Yes. I have a sign. I But [ would I would keep the sign very (wake?), because
Japanese, when you see, when you tell them an exact direction, they would say, "I'm not going that far.
I'm not going there. not taking it.” So I would either I would put the name of the highway that I intend to
maybe south or west or something, um, that way and then first stop, ask, talk. Okay. X .. A— N%& H
LET, 7272, T REN2VBIRIZLTEBS L1 L“Cb\i L7z, BARNIZE, IEfEZHAH
AigraEns L. [ZARES ETHATAZVNG) [Z22IKATHR0NE, BELRRN
K] LE-oTHEYVBECLES ATYT, bR, T/ k T L B3RS D
ELTWDEREROAHTZES LOICLTWE L, ZOHMEiR LT, RAOE-EFTT
(RIANR=ID) |RALVFELZ LD THATT,

Interviewer (1:05:55): It sounds like a great way to meet people. A\ & H< 9 IZITFHIE S LW GFIED
M ZZET.



Mario (1:05:57): Yes, exactly. So it's like my, my totally isolated life in Tokyo where I could hardly
talk to any person or it was very difficult to talk, when you go hitchhiking, people tell you everything.
"Oh, I have a lover here and there." You tell the story they would never tell anyone, yeah. LV, £ &
GC%@@ DT, HITO, L bIFEALTHEET, KFEZOT LT HEELNTHDRE
BTN L7 AETE SIS, By TF A 72T 58 BARMTHEEL TS NDHATT,
ré% IHHIHICEANNTRA] AT, MOFEICHHEICFES 2V & 5 ik zif-> T<h
720 LET L,

Interviewer (1:06:13): Right. I imagine it mustbe 72 513 &, &> L F 572D TL kD1,

Mario (1:06:15): And extremely friendly. Yeah. Extremely friendly. And, uh, yeah. It's like after some
time I, I prepared, for example, cigarettes or something because, like, people would buy you lunch along
the way. [ was like, I remember I took a, I took a ride in a mail truck from, from Hokkaido at nighttime
to Hakodate, and the guy first stopped in at a, at a 7-Eleven to buy me some nikuman. Not nothing for

himself, just for me, yeah. LI H DFELS 7 L R —RATT, AYBITHUIT, T, LI
HLTHhBIE, BILELTENRaREZHETHEIICRVE LT, ER THARDERELY
ThiE L TN T25DT, KI<HEATWAHDIE, RENTALHEHE) O KIEE TEE R v 7
’%J@T% Holeb&dDZ ETT, TOBEIRTIAL, FTET A LTI BE T,
ICAFEALEZE > T NIZATT, BOoOSIbEbd, FAOn7ET %1,

Interviewer (1:06:44): Some niko? == ...... TT N2
Mario (1:06:45): Nikuman. It’s sort of... I E AT, &I ...
Interviewer (1:06:46): Ah, nikuman, yeah. H&. WFE A, T4,

Mario (1:06:47): Yeah. And then, and then, uh, when he dropped me off at the ferry port at 2:00 in the
morning, he just gave me 2,000 yen. Says like, "For Bento on the ferry," I said, "I don't need it." X %,
ZL T, RFD2IFICT7 = U —DWTREFEAL TSNDEE, T 7=V —DOFTHYT
bRAMRE] EEST EAL2000HZ<NTZATY, T, TAROED FEA) LF
ST=D TN,

Interviewer (1:07:00): Oh Wow. There, there's some real omotenashi. 135, T2\, TN EAY
DFEHTRLTYTR,

Mario (1:07:02): So it's like I would, I would buy cigarettes whatever and I would just simply leave
them behind. Because if you put it in people's face they would say “no.” It's just like leave behind. (If
they are) smokers, (then) put some cigarettes there. So because I felt also like I need to somehow
reciprocate. 72/ HFAIL, N EEH > TEWT, HNIZZ S EENTWS LHIZLTEAT
9, HORIT [E5F) LT L, HAR THRONR] Lo TLEVETNG, EEWT
WS ATY, HFERBEERL, 2222320 ONnBENTEL, BHELTH, [l
SO TR LEZ LARTIUTWT 20 EE U TWE Lz b,

Interviewer (1:07:22): Right. Right. Right. Right. Well, that's, that’s fascinating. I've never talked to
anybody who has hitchhiked in Japan before. I've only seen a hitchhiker once, uh, and it was a, a
Japanese monk who was, uh, hitchhiking around Kyushu. 72 51 &, AYIZ L 00 F3, WL
b, FEFICHRRNBEETT, BATEe vy FAAL 7 Z LI E03H D AN BEGZEWTZDIEY]
DTTT L, BRAY, BARATE vy FAAL T —ZANT DT —EEZ D T, 2RI H 721
ey Fog 7 LCE-> TWEAAANDBYSATLE,

Mario (1:07:37): It is not very common. It happened to me one... I, I used to ask people were to see
hitchhikers. And it only happened (that I met) one (person) that told me, "Hey, we saw a hitchhiker a
couple of nights before, uh, there and there." And I said, "Oh, that was me." J&Z(Z LT 2N DT
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Interviewer (1:07:51): They saw you. & 72 7= % i T\ /= biF TT 13,

Mario (1:07:52): They picked me up northbound and they saw me southbound. f% & (ZdbiZ 12> 5 FL4
FHEICRETINT, Z0O%, AP TBEIL TSRO REE/ZHEL T\ ebiJ T
‘j‘o

Interviewer (1:07:55): Oh my goodness. So you, you talk about, uh, sort of sleeping by the river and,
uh, I know in other countries it's much easier to just pitch a tent and sleep where there's space. Uh, do
you find is it easy to do that as well here in Japan? 33 FE H, 1L T I, &2 AT, JIIOZIX
TELEVWIBHERO D ELEN, WHADOZDETIE, 27 MERERSTAXN—ZADH 5
GITCTEDEVWI DI b LHETT LR, ZZAARTH, MLEIICHBEICTEDHDRD
TLXOIM?

Mario (1:08:16): Pitch a tent you break definitely go over the rules, but if you, if you stay somewhere
sleep at night in a sleeping bag nobody will really bother you if you are in a fairly quiet spot. I mean, I
did everything. I was sleeping in a mall once in, in Okayama somewhere in front of the shop. Just like
the next morning some guard man woke me up and says, "We open," or something. 7> h & 55 & 7
DL WEFISA—/VER GRPI7 SITHR) 127> TLEWETR, &0 minc s &
BT, KEICERTIRDZT THIUR, fEbOIOELAEZE - TELVITLETA, B
bV EHOLWDLGITTEELLEL, HORHIMILOE Z1DF—1LO, JEEHORTTE T\ Z
EbbHES, Bl BHAESAIZ TR LET L LV IEETHIShELL,

Interviewer (1:08:36): "Getout." HTW& 72X &,

Mario (1:08:37): I never, I never really had particular problems, uh, or maybe woken up by a dog in the
morning, in, in the park or so. Um, but generally it's like in Kumamoto as well. I basically slept, you
know, by the, by the shiakusho. There's a little park there on the side on the crossing under the hedge.
There were other people sleeping there of course, Japanese people, homeless people. But, um, that, that
could ease some of my pressure, yeah. Because basically coming to Japan, I know accommodation is
very expensive, traveling expenses are very expensive. Um, and, uh, what I really like about hitchhiking
is not just that you save money, but you can actually really talk to people. You can listen to them, you
hear things that you generally do not hear. $#I1Z F 7 7 MCEZAFN-Z LT ELH Y F4

oo BOEWE] ARNEZNPTRICKZADBNTHRNRED DL BNWTT, SERTHRILE I 72
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AT, AARISKRDICHIZ- T, @A LR LIEF ISR Z &1d00> TR Lzn
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Interviewer (1:09:27): Yeah. It's, it, social. And I, from the perspective of the person who is giving a
ride, I think there's a certain type of person that gives a stranger a ride. And it's probably somebody who
wants to talk and maybe somebody who wants to talk freely in a way that they can't in everyday life. X
Ay ESITHRR (Y=Y ¥ ) REBTT LR, T, EISRELMOEANL R T,
ATHOETOANEZRETHIT DAL, HIFFEDIATRHLLIITHVET, BEHL,
AENEFEA L2 T BEAETIETERWVE S, KRRORWHBREFE 2RO TV DA
ROTIERWTL X 9D



Mario (1:09:41): Yes. Yes. And time sometimes it felt that way. Sometimes they're really
overenthusiastic. They would go really out of the way. [ mean, it's like, like when there was a couple
that brought me exactly (where I wanted to go). I wanted to go mountain climbing in Shikoku and they
really brought me right to where the roadway (hiking trail) starts. I was on the highway base. They said,
"You just let me off the entrance where the highway is." "No, no, no. We bring you there." [\, AKX

(ZZD@Y T, Bix, FSCEZARBITEEOND ZL0H Y £ L, FRZIE, %@ﬂi‘<
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HOHEE, DD TRBPFAO BRIHIIC -7 B TRV |y TNk Lc, WEA~BILNZAT
ZHOLLTWIEDTTN, HHITRILA (NS Fr 7 a—20fdrR) OF <HORTE THZE
NTAT> TN ATT, BITEEEROMS (2 —F =V E) 20T, EEHOA
DADEZATHEAL TS NIUTKRELRTT L] EE2720TTR, TRV, £ZE T
STV &) EF-oT&EEHATL,

Interviewer (1:10:06): Oh, wow. Oh, okay. 5. T2\, Z251F L,

Mario (1:10:07): Or some young kids who went driving, they brought me all the way to Izumo Shrine

in, in 2:00 in the morning, yeah. You meet really interesting people when hitchhiking. & 5\ ME, N7
A7 LTOEH VLR, HHO2RICHERMEE TT o LRE TS TN L LD
DELE, By TFNA272LT0DHE, REZHBAVATLBIZHEZ T L

Interviewer (1:10:20): Yeah. Yeah. And in a way, I think it's, it's sad that we don't do it more often. It
seems like something that, that would actually add to the culture. And add to a lot of people's personal
experiences. You know, uh, when you talk about, for example, uh, you know, going to a great hotel and
spending three days and blowing a lot of money, it doesn't really seem like a, a good way to spend time
or money when you think about, you know, a meaningful experience. You know, going to Osaka, USJ,
or something like that. It doesn't seem... X X, £ 9 TT 48, HIHEWK, boHEIZZI VWD Z
EMTONRVOIIFREe Z L2 LB WET, SURICENSZ2MA, £ < OANDIEANR 72
£ EVENLOI LT RBIREIE L BO 0TI, FIAE, S LOETMIAT>T 3 H
[l T L. ReEMWVIRET L) RFEH< L, TEROD DB LW OBENLE XY
B, BHSLBeEOAERRMEN T EITbEV A EEA, KKO US) (="—H L 27D
T Dany) BREATK KRB EW I

Mario (1:10:51): My family pretty much does that, you know. It's like every, every, um, shogatsu time
we go to Miyazaki and stay in the biggest hotel there. FAOFRITE SIZZEHWVWH T &2 THATT
Ko B BIEAORHIZZR 2 L ERICAT> T, BT B RERRTVICIHEDLATT,

Interviewer (1:11:02): Yeah, Seagaia. H&. v — A 7 CT9 4,

Mario (1:11:03): Yeah, Seagaia. And then, uh, basically all they're interested in is watching TV,
Kohaku on TV, and enjoying the room service... . X., ¥ —HA 7 TT, BEMK OB LEFF->T
WHZELEFE, BANICT LEERRLZ L, TUVETRA (e 2R52L, Thh
SL—LP—EREH LI L HBWRATY,

Interviewer (1:11:12): And the buffets. That's the most important thing. Z41 & B = » 7 = T9 43,
INR—FRFREZATT (R .

Mario (1:11:13): Basically, for my family is basically just the room service which I always find it a
little bit weird. I mean, the buffet would be probably more special, whereas the room service stuff is not
really that good, not that great. Why do you want to spend so much money on a vacation, watch TV,
yeah. Whereas [ would probably walk around and hang around alone basically. Because I'm not really
much of a TV guy. AOFRIT & > T, EARMITIZNV— LAY —EZXANTXTTT R, T
LENBD LFWIERmEE L TWEOTEN, Eay 7 =DIE ) BNERIERHIENH S & E D
T#ﬁ\w~A%~Ex®ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁE%%bwbﬁﬁ%\%%%Lwhﬁ?%%@iﬁh
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Interviewer (1:11:38): Well, I mean, the Kohaku, it's, if you're not, if, I think, if you don't grow up to
grow up with it, it's, it, meaningless and sometimes mildly annoying. & &, fLAICEI L CTE 1. 1
EOEN L ZNEBTH S TCREIZWDZRWRY | BN FHAL, FIZIIP LI 5 &<
EUBNDHZETHH ET L1,

Mario (1:11:43): Yeah. For me, for me, the whole thing, like, Japanese TV is too noisy. Is too much
fake laughter, um, not really, not so much humor but just, um, stupidity. X X, FAZ & > T, HAD
TLUEEARKNICEREY LT EET, FOVPWORVFERZTEET L, RLYOBERTO—ET
EWVS EDIE EEDOSELRVEBATEEOLIICEATLEVET,

Interviewer (1:11:58): Yeah. No, I mean, I find it unwatchable. Like, I, I, I actually, I can't watch it,
you know. It would be something that would be used to, you know, like torture me, extract information.
I would just give up. Uh, and so, I don't know. I think maybe it's just part of getting older. I don't know
if I could actually watch Canadian television and not feel the same. Maybe I'd feel the same. I don't
know. But it's, uh, it's pretty hard to watch. Leave it at that. So, uh, what about, uh, your life now? What
are you doing? What are you doing these days? X x.. AYIZBI TV H N EFA L1, FEEE, FAT
EDLTHED ZENTERVWATYT, b LEBRIMI NP T, FlzrhsHistlo s
HOTLEEBELNTDL, AETSICHRRLTLEVET L (B) . £b, FhrELE
WEHDLDONE LIWERADN, ST HFOTLEZBII-E LT, RIUEIITET RN E S D
a0 EEAL, bLALELRICEDITE 200 LAVEY A, TH EITL, #0070
RV ERTT, TOFEIEDOIHWICLTBEELL Y, FNT, bRIEOBUEDAEIFIZON
TTIR, ARMME2INTHLO TN LI LD LS RBHEHExE 2

Mario (1:12:30): I teach English. Um, I teach nurses school. I teach in junior high school. Um, I have a

more like, as I said, I'm more free because, um, I'm not a regular teacher in a school. I do like what's

called s6g6 gakushii teacher for Shinai (jyogakuin) for 15 times a year. Fag 2 2 T\ E 7, FHifF

BTHHEATWET L, FFERTHHEATWET, RIFESo7LOIT, FROEHDHET

722N D T, IV EBRIG TR TWEY, I, BE (K5 THEIZISEITE,
eEFE) oML b LTNET,

Interviewer (1:12:50): Oh, okay. . 72 5I1% L,

Mario (1:12:52): And, uh, then, uh, teach in the nursery school right next to my home. And then
perhaps I have some classes at home, which, basically, graduates from the nursery school come to my

home and I teach them there. ZL/2 6, HEDOTHIZHHIMRER THE L TWET, HEITH
FETHWNWL DOMT T AZANTNT, BAMICIZZEORERZ 22EH LI+ b FL o F 2 iE
OVC%VCI/\%)O)VC\ %;T%IZ_VCI/\i‘é—O

Interviewer (1:13:03): Oh, okay. Okay. And that, uh, but that gives you enough time to do what, uh,
you know, what you're really interested in. And so what are you really interested in? & &, % 5 T3
D B0 ELE, THOZTNRDL, HRTENKRGIZHKZFF > TWD Z LICELT D D145
RFRHERTE £, T, HREVPEARGIZHIREZFF > T\WD 2 & LTI T2 ?

Mario (1:13:14): I'm interested in going sailing these days or for a couple of years. Basically, okay, I
have to explain a little more to it. It's like, uh, um, my family life is not so ideal here. Because my family
doesn't really stay with me. Um, my children have been kidnapped by my mother-in-law a few years
ago. ZZHE, =V 7 (T b)) AT ZEITHEAH Y £, ZEZhIZE oL
FLSERZHALR2TTRY £ A, FEiT, 2 TOROFELFTISH £V HARNLR O
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Interviewer (1:13:33): The, not the, not (the mother), your mother-in-law? B & A Tl37Zr <, BERE
SAMM, TETN?

Mario (1:13:35): My mother-in-law and that with, the, with the, with the result that my wife went there
as well. So even this they live only a kilometer away from me, so... But I basically spend most of the
time alone at home. So, um, it's like long time ago when my, when my older, my older kid is now
second grade, uh, junior... Senior high school, my younger one is fifth grade elementary school. And so
when my older kid was younger, I used to go traveling with him as well. Basically, you know, I, I
stopped hitchhiking when he was a baby. And then, uh, later on I finally could fix my driver's license. I
had my driver's license. I lost it in a way when moving. I moved 10 times in Taiwan and then some,
somewhere I lost it and I had to go back to Germany to get it again. FFRDOREBL T, T ORER, FE
HZHLLDRIAT>TLENE L, WHITNAEDLT N1 F 1 A— FUIE LB TV
WIGFTIAEA TIEW A DT .. ZAIRDT T, RITEARNCKRFORHZHZT1I ATHD
LTWET, TWESEAE, EOTRELE/NEDolct H— EOFIFBEEK 2HFET, TOT
TN S AR DT B—— EOF B o T EIE, M2 8 TR < —REITHRITICHE AT T
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Interviewer (1:14:24): Ah, okay. Right, right, right. H &, 7251 L, £ 95 TF L, £DHEY T
ER

Mario (1:14:26): So once I had the driver's license, I could drive here. So and then it's like, uh, I did, I
did these drives with my, with my son as well. So I try to... Part of the reason why I wanted to keep my
work independent is because I could have time with my children to give them some experience because I

felt it was very important. % 3L CIHEHRGFREL FICANL T HIE, T2 THEIRTE 5L 9|
DELE, ZOnbid, BFEL—FIZZO LT RIATITHNT Y LE LA, 7173”55&
= B3 L CHEFRERIT oW E ot B —21F, Fi7eb i nAALRRRE T 5
KR Z R Bl MbRATYT, TN ETHEHERERILLELEETWE LMD,

Interviewer (1:14:48): Sure. Sure. f£/>Z, B-o LDV TT 4,

Mario (1:14:49): Because it's like the, my wife is, generally, as a doctor, she is like having more than
three maybe four, 5 days free is really hard. £ \»5 D4, FEIZEMZ2DOT, — I3 H, HDHWV
T4, SHULEDKRAZFE L OTID LWV DIFALITEHL VWA T,

Interviewer (1:14:57): In a row you mean? Consecutive days? #f¢ T, &\ 5 Z & TT N2 ffH G
AP

Mario (1:15:01): Yes. Consecutive days. So we did hardly longer travels. We went probably to Hawaii
for, for a week once or so but it's like when my son was 2 years old, you know. And since then we
basically been just around Kyushu perhaps or maybe probably night at hot spring and not much more.
And I felt it's, it was... It's also very hard for her to make her understand that, because of my upbringing
of having 3-week summer vacation, is this is really like where family, where really kids get really
interested. Yeah, it's, like, where you have time where you give kids to enjoy and not just like going
there, going this, going to Huis Ten Bosch, going there. It's like to give them a more meaningful life,
more meaningful interest behind. Yeah. X X, i L 7R T, ZZ06RT7ZHIX, BHOKIT
EVIDEIFEANE LTI ERDY EHEA, —E, BFR2EO L ZITAT A~ 1HAFIZETT
ST ZeWHoTeb LIVEEAR, £ BWTT R, TALLR, EARITIZIUNOED %
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Interviewer (1:15:48): Yeah. And you feel pressure, I'm sure, to, to give your children what, what you
received growing up. X 2, ZHHENEOHTHTEbDE, B0 b 5 X RITH
EWTF72neEns Ly vy —% ZoLELTWVHSL2DHDTL X1,

Mario (1:15:54): Right. Exactly. Exactly. & 9 T9, £IIZEDEY T, AHIT,

Interviewer (1:15:55): Yeah. Oh, okay. Um, moving a little bit to sort of some, some general questions.
Um, if, if [ were to ask you to say things that you, you know, you like about Japan and things that you
don't like about Japan, what would you say? X 2., 7251Z ¥, Ti&, 2 L—MRERIZED 72»
EHWET, L, BRIZONWT &b A & FETERNWE ZA] 257 TS
WEEDbNIEL, TEBEXETN?

Mario (1:16:13): The nature. There's a, um, there's a good appreciation for nature itself, I think. Um,
Japan is a very beautiful country. Um, I'm think also, like, the old temples, gardens, Japanese gardens.
I've been always very fascinated by Japanese gardens. Um, I think the country itself is very beautiful and
one could do certainly more about it. But, uh, the, the negative part is definitely, like, the social thing
that the work is too much important. I think it would be much better for Japanese people to appreciate
life more. I would wish that the labor unions would really work as a labor union and not just as an
extension of the company where they would rather, uh, enhance the profits for the company than the
help the workers to spend more (free) time. HRA T34, HARZDHDITXT HHEIE D LWEH O
S ZOEIZIESH D EEVWET, ARIIETHELWVWETT, Zhnrb, HWVBFRERHE.
AARREREZR ESZ 5 THR, ATV AARERICE ThlET SN TE X Lic, EEEKNIFER
WIZELWVWDOT, o0 LOTHDEFITIEEBBRNETN, 272, v~/ FRAmE LTUEL
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Interviewer (1:17:09): Yeah. I've always been confused by this, this idea of shunto in the spring where
the labor unions ask for, you know, they formally ask every spring for more things and then they have
some kind of superficial negotiation. X. %, FALFRIZH D ZDOFR & WV O HHHIAIZONT, VWO
RS EONTEE L, HHHENEERICR D ETRRNCER L E DT, ZO®%IT 72
INRIERIIRAZSZAT O LD b TT,

Mario (1:17:24): Oh, I haven't really realized that. It's like you say, I always had the feeling that the
labor union were more kind of, kind of coffee club and not really doing anything. & &, FAIXZZ £ T
Bl L3V EFHATLE, REORT-DB-> L2180, HEMEE LD DXL
I —HEOBIES (Z—t—DHEFEY) OLIRLOT, ERRIZIIRLZZ &iFTHLTW
MNEWVIHIREZH IR > TR LTS,

Interviewer (1:17:34): Well, certainly... £, NI ... .

Mario (1:17:35): But there, there were more strikes before. I mean, in the '60s or 'S0s. There was much
more going on in Japan, but nowadays it's just like going this way. T, HIZH o E A M T4 X0 b



DEL-Li, 1950 FRL0F RO ETT, URFOHAMETIT Lo M LWVEIZNH Y
F LN, B T2 9 L CEBIMRHER O F izt A TW A 721 T,

Interviewer (1:17:44): Yeah. Well, getting back, I mean, you talk about the, the, the beauty of Japan.
Are you talking about the natural beauty or are you talking about the beauty of the cities or what? <.

Zo xR LETE, BERD [ELI] IZOVWTELAINTWELER, ZRITHADEL S
DZETTMP2ENEBETOELE, HDVEFMOMNOZ ETL LI N?

Mario (1:17:53): Natural beauty. I think natural beauty, but also like the cities. I mean, there are some,
some areas, let's say... Yeah. I,  would think it would be nice if the cities would try to preserve more of
their own face as in Germany, for example, yeah. Like some places are really unique if you go to place
like Hagi and Yamaguchi which is an old samurai town and they do not allow high-rise buildings and it's
like, uh, it, it has gets a very different flare, yeah. HADE L ST, HROEL L L BEWET
N, FHICOWTHEAETR, DFEV, W o0l Flxid..... X Xo FAYDED
(2. BB o LA OEI AL T 2582 5 LB NTIEFREROIZ, LEIA
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Interviewer (1:18:22): Sure. [ mean, if you've been to some of these old, you know, bukeyashikis like
you said, you know, Hagi is one place, if you've been to Kyoto, you really see when people make an
effort the result is quite nice. FENZ, BHo L2 DB, KDL H R HWREREOH DGO,
FHBITAT o THD L. N2 DNEBINCE N ZBRIERN EIUZERIF S LW H DI 5030
ARBICE LY £9

Mario (1:18:32): Yes. I would wish there would be more like about that. Actually, my, my family had
an old house like that too, or before, before the earthquake. And then after the earthquake, because they
could demolish it for free. They did it instead of repairing it. It could have been repaired. It would have
spent, it would have cost money, but it was like an samurai yashiki from Edo times and I felt a little bit
very sad about it. I had my eyes sort of on it. I wanted to put it, make it a coffee shop. X X, € 9\ 9
ROAABBE > AT O W & BnEd, FiE o (FEO) FELEXOF, €95 Lk
HWEZF > TWIZATY, TUNEKE, BETHRALTLLX 200680 BB T, EH
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Interviewer (1:19:07): Uh, restore itand... {18 L C, BHFIHL LS &......

Mario (1:19:08): Yeah. X <,

Interviewer (1:19:09): Yeah. Uh, it does seem a little bit shortsighted to let these buildings be
demolished, doesn't it? % 5 TT 42, £ 9 L7cfliffids 2 @Y 2 IR IETLE S DX, &
LAEEROBIIRIT S GEHRIRAZL) <28 L £ L4,

Mario (1:19:17): Yeah. Yeah. 2 2. AK%1Z,

Interviewer (1:19:18): Oh, okay. Uh, other likes, dislikes. 72 51F &, TiL, MIZhfF& 722 L0,
BN Z L iExH 0 ET 2

Mario (1:19:19): Hot springs. I like hot springs. I spend a lot of time in winter time to go to Kurokawa.
Jump into hot spring. I think it's a very nice way to relax. {ig C9, RV X70ATY, Xk
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Interviewer (1:19:33): Oh, okay. So that, that part of Japanese culture fits very well with you? 3335,
WNTT R, &V ZEiE, BAUEDZDHMZIIHRZICETH L E-2TVE DT TY
13

Mario (1:19:35): Yes. Yes. I would like to know more about Japanese, uh, crafts would be interesting. I
do Aikido. I do Aikido. I've been doing Aikido for some time. I've done kyiido before. I think kyiido is
also like very interesting sport where you sort of meditate while doing it. LV, Z 9 T, ZiLh» %
AARDIERTLEREIZONTH, bo M mne E ofwifo%%ﬁwffm LA
EEL-TWET, ARz, ZZLIELLAREE/ITTWDHATT, LI i%L%'@O’C
wibto%ﬁ%#%_ﬁawzﬁ Y () ZERVET, ToTWHH, —HoOERZ
LTWD &9 RIS £900 5

Interviewer (1:19:55): It's not just shooting arrows. HZ K& 4 % 72T TILARW D TH 42,
Mario (1:19:56): No. i#\ £ 7742,

Interviewer (1:19:57): It's, it's really because all Japanese martial arts are really a combination of
things, aren't they? A 4(Z% 9 TF L, HRORE L WO DIXEN S, Fkx REEPHAE D
SOTHED NS> TNAEHLDOTT NI,

Mario (1:20:03): Yes. Yes. |3V, =DV T,

Interviewer (1:20:04): Oh, okay. Good. Good. So, it seems like there's a lot about Japan that you really
dolike. H&H, 7221F L, FEEHL LW, &b L, ARICIEDHRIEZNLNLRUITA> TNDHHE
RN S DD XD T,

Mario (1:20:16): Yes. Yes. [X\>, A4,

Interviewer (1:20:17): Oh, okay. Uh, what advice would you give for people who are thinking about
coming to Japan to live and work? 72 51Z £, Tid, T D AARIZKTAEELZZ VW= L X
HLEBEZTNDHANIZBIL, EDXIRT RANA ZAEWEY £T 0?2

Mario (1:20:18): I think the isolation is a problem you need to be ready to deal with. Because you don't
get really away from it. If you come from certain countries, you would probably find groups from that
country, but you... It, it's hard, it's still hard to really to make Japanese friends itself. Um, depends on
the places of course. It's like, I mean, in bigger cities it may be easier. Fukuoka is a little bit more
worldly. Kumamoto, despite being a rather big town is, um, a little bit like back country to me, yeah.
Culturally is not really so well developed. I mean, it's like taking that Kumamoto has 7, 700,000 people,
uh, which would be put it in the fifth biggest city in Germany, like Frankfurt Main where the airport is
and, uh, you would expect a very different life. Yeah. Whereas like, for example, like, I mean, for me as
a foreign person, I find it hard to find anything interesting to buy in Kumamoto. It's like I would have to
go probably to Fukuoka if I want to find certain shoes, certain brands. I (FIN37) & W9 REEEIZ &
et D RAEN NI EBWES, ZI00ERICEND Z LTRSS TIERWNE T, FED
ErokicoThHNE, BEOLLKZDEDALADAI 2=T 4 (FNV—T) ZRADOTHT EIZ
TELHTLEOIN, AARANBHOKELZRGINELDITRIEIVATHEH LW LT, b5
Aoy BHATIC S X0 T2, DF 0 KEHOIE I BEE S LLEE A, miiTs 94 LEES
1) (E=RY) T9, REAIL7R D jté“ BRETHLTHEPPDLT, FZL->TIAP L THE
Ny 7T h)—) ] DX 9 EULNET, JUEMIZHUZERRER LTI DT TIEH Y
FHA, MEFNETD, RE n‘\’J 10 HADNAPNETN, ZHIERA Y TERTSH
H 2R & 28R, 1@]71&;?%’2%0)3?)6 T TV T A A LRI UBBHIIHEY LE T,



ToBFxHE, &EY Pulah) AFzHFLTLEVET LR, Thaoic, flxE
AEANTH LR L > T, BRARTANHKEZEIND L) RBEOIZ T 50F# LVWA T,
FEDHRFED T 7 ReROTF WL o7e b B L @M E TR T iudnn £8
/\/o

Interviewer (1:21:31): Uh, shop, most certainly, shopping for clothes, that's the, a never-ending issue
forus. 2 2. B\, FRHIROBE W E WD DI, FAZBAMNEANIZ L - THRD D DRk T
XS

Mario (1:21:36): Yes, clothes. But yeah, certain special things I mean, it's like the, the only English
bookshop basically closed 30 years ago. 1L\, kb E 95 TT, ZIUFFEDOHMWR LD H,
DED, FERTHE-TZ ol HGEDE S, AT 30 FIZERNIAE > TLEWE LT,

Interviewer (1:21:44): Oh, what bookshop was that? 33X°, ZAUIME NI KBS AT 72D TT
72

Mario (1:21:44): That's Kinokuniya before, yeah. LRl & > 7=, #FEIRO Z & TT,
Interviewer (1:21:47): Oh, right. On Shimotori. H& ., 725132 &E, THIZH -7 L T ATT i,
Mario (1:21:48): Right. = DiE Y T,

Interviewer (1:21:49): Yeah. Yeah. Of course. Okay. X 2. 2 X, bHAAF > TWET, 25H1F
&

Mario (1:21:50): Basically closed like 25 years ago, I think. 72 L 7>, FEARIZIE 25 1T ERICEA E
D 71:_ k A i j‘o

Interviewer (1:21:51): It wasn't that (long ago). I mean, I've been here 20 years. It was open when I
first came but somewhere along the line it was closed. = Z £ T (&) TidZehro7c L EWE T L,
AL Z ZIZ 20 FfEA TR T, AP RMNICKIZ & SITERLEFANTHT, TDOROLEZHO
ZAIVTTHIELE Lo b,

Mario (1:22:00): At least it was, it had a bigger English section before. 72 < & &, HEDIE D BEEE
Da—F—nH oL REN-TZTT A,

Interviewer (1:22:02): Ah, okay. So I guess you, you don't have any hopes of having a large selection
ofGerman books. &, 72D E, TIL. FAVEBEOEEOEERMMIZA AT, AEEDZ
IZH Y £¥AA,

Mario (1:22:08): No German book definitely. It's like, you see, it's like when, when I want to find
teaching books, I generally have to go to Fukuoka to find a good selection and for comparison. K- >/

FE DRI THERHTHER T2 (5B) . TNE AN, BBEM (X LH72DDR) 23R LT
1/ Ve ETE A, BERMAIANDEATHIET 2720121, KRET@EM £ TITaRiT iR s
RNE D IRIRPLTT D

Interviewer (1:22:19): Oh, okay. Yeah. Um, people say that Kumamoto is, uh, is very, very
conservative. [ didn't realize that because I came to Kumamoto directly. I haven't spent time (in other
cities). Yeah. But they say that actually this is a very conservative part of Japan to live in. Uh, I don't
know if conservative means backwoods or not but, uh. H&H. 72 51F L, 2z, £L< THEKIIHLD
FERTHIE] LEPNET L, FAIMMOH T 2RI EREREARITR IO T, RIITHE
B EFHATL, tMOETHI LIERERAH Y FHATLENBR, Th, FEERICZ Z



XA AROFTHAET D ETIHEFIRTH 2 I E SbhvTnEd, 20 ESFH] v )
O TRREBNOHE (Ny 7Ty X)) | ZERT200E 5 NT000 FEAN,

Mario (1:20:40): Yeah, it's like the further you go away from the, from the centers, it's, like, it goes
gradual. 2 2, WO (CRAESTHEE) 2 OEENAVXBEN 21X L, %9 L7 BRI E -
TN X9 Rbo T,

Interviewer (1:20:42): Ah, okay. Um, so advice for, for people coming, what advice would you give to
Japanese people for interacting, coexisting with people from other countries? H &, 251X, T

T, KRBT DANDT 8 ZITHN T, SETHARADPERE DAL L2285 L, HELT
WL 7202, EBICED I ST AL ZAZWEY £9 02

Mario (1:22:55): I think having an interest more in people is, like... Usually for Japanese people most
runs around, uh, known stereotypes. Like you know I'm from Germany. "Oh, sausages are delicious.
Beeris good.” H o & [ZDANHH | ICHBAZFFOZ L L BVWES, KIEOSHAE, BARAN (0
=ah) DL, K<MmoNT AT LA Z A7 (FEEBE) ITKBLTLENET, filZIE,
B RAYHETE LMD L, B, Y—E—UREERLNTTR, E—AREWV] tnoTs
HA,
Interviewer (1:23:14): Well, are these stereotypes true? £V T, TD AT LA X A 734> T
LDTEN?

Mario (1:23:16): They may be true, but it's not, it's not really... I mean, it's like when, when Japanese
sausages are good, that talk about the Vienna sausage that you can eat in a supermarket and that's not
quite the same. That's a very different thing, yeah. It's like, uh, they do not really have the really the
imagination what is behind, but also like, you mean Germans probably eat... They have the imagination
(they imagine that) “Japanese people eat rice. German people eat sausage instead.” Three times a day
perhaps. There's so much stereotypes around, yeah. When you're from somewhere there is a certain
stereotype and it's like probably it would be more, better for Japanese people if they would really,
instead of considering those stereotypes, probably rather asking honest questions. And not just beating
around the stereotypes. FHFE b LIVEF AN, ZIVUIAREN R Z L TIEHV EHA ... . OF
Do AR T —=—UVRERLY] LEHLE, TNEFA—S=THADV 4T —V—
=D LR LTVWDAGEENELL, BEHOLD L IFEENET, ENOIFERIIHNY
RATY, WHEFZOHERICHDLbDO~OREOG SR> TWEEA, HDHWNE THARA
ITBKRERRD, 20006 RAY NIRDVIZY ==V ERBRDATEAD ] Lot a L
TV, BLHL 1TH3ELR (R) , LK AT VAIA TRENTETNDHLATY, &
ZEZOWHIEE D L IRESTEEBELOVWTEIS, 120 h, BARNEE S LZEESL
BN DBNLOZERO T, B LAREREAMERTNITLIZI BT > ERVERWES, 2T
VA S A T2l 25 89 sk Tidia< i,

Interviewer (1:24:06): Oh, okay. So you find when you're talking with people you have to get over
these stereotypes first. It takes some time? H &, 72 51EE, LWH T Lid, ANEFET &, £7
3% 9 LICEEBLEDBEZ T DX 2T bbbl T, Eiididd LRI 00
FITN?

Mario (1:24:12): Yes. It's always, it's a little bit, it becomes nerving (annoying) on the, son time, yeah,
because you always pointed, get pointed to the same thing. And if they look at my belly, "Oh, you drink
too much beer." IV, WOBFE U Z LIENVIEMINLIDOT, ZDOHIBDLAT4T (HAE
D) LTEET R, HOITHD (Hoko/) BEZRAT, Ik, E— L EfAHTETT
Ry RATE-TERED LET,

Interviewer (1:24:25): This is not true? FAULFHFE TIZRVDTT 0 ?



Mario (1:24:26): I hardly drink any beer. FAIZE—/L &2 1T & A ERAFEHA K,

Interviewer (1:24:25): Ah, okay. So, there we go. So, not true. H & . 251 E, Lo1EXD, &)
ZElE, FHETITRWDIT T,

Mario (1:24:29): 1 drink basically only beer when there's a German beer festival. Octoberfest. FEANH)
2. ALY DE—LT 2T (3L (A7 b—=n"=T X b)) BHHEELLNLME—LE
RAFEH A,

Interviewer (1:24:34): Ah, when there's, when there's good beer to drink. That's what you're saying. &
b, RERLNWE—IRNEHEO L EEET, LnWHZ&TTR, £H50WH2ETLLEI,

Mario (1:24:38): That's right. Yeah. Z D18 Y T9, * X,
Interviewer (1:24:39): Okay. Okay. 72 51X &, 00D £ L7,

Mario (1:24:39): Basically, this (my large belly) is, um, since I come to Kumamoto. ZEAHJIZ, Z D
(REZRBIE) 13, BBRITRTNHREDZ ERATY,

Interviewer (1:24:43): Oh, interesting. 3335, ZAUIFBLBRIE,

Mario (1:24:43): It’s food related, because the yakiniku is delicious. The sushi is delicious. I like
Japanese food. &Y DOHENTTH, MLABRNDBEERELNTT L, EAHEELWTT )N
b, FMIHABENKRIFERATT,

Interviewer (1:24:49): Okay. So, adjusting to food has not been, has not been a problem for, for you at
al. 2%13E, DV, BAROBHICHIET S Z LICHALTL, HRizicé > Ta METIE
RN T T,

Mario (1:24:53): No, not at all. There's, um, there's only one thing that I'm not so fond about it is
sanma, because | hate picking the bones. Ever since as a kid, actually, as a kid, my, my parents used to
eat fish often. They're coming from an part of Hamburg which is very famous for fishing industry. And,
um, at some age I blocked all fish. I said, "No, no more fish for me." So I would get my steak and they
would have their fish and I was happy. And then only like when I started to play go, a player, fellow
player brought me to a sushi restaurant, and I said, "Wow, this is great." 2 2. &< HEH Y A
TLl7e, 7272, —2RTHEVHETEIRVLORH T, TR~ TT, /L EnW
IZHY BR<S OB KRBV R ATT &, BITFHOENGZ 5 T, ROmMBLITEISAEZEITWVE
Lz WO ETIHEFRICHL RN TN O—IBOHE 72 AT, T, L % E
DEZNZT_NTOREERT LI/ ELE, [T WELRW] LESLEAT
T b, OPBEERERD LEEZICRIFAT—FZHL THEH-oT, TN THELTHEL
Teo T, BBAEZITOL DI TG, H LRI FEFE~EI TIT 2 THID
T, [9bd, ZHIEHEFES L) EED X527 ATT,

Interviewer (1:25:34): Well, I think food can be a big adjustment for some people. Uh, and for other
people it's not. Certainly, for, for me. I mean, once I got over natto. B & V9 DX, AL > Tix
IEFICRKE et (AR Z20ELTH07EANWET, HFIC2<MEIZRLR2NALNE
TR, HENCHRESEHZ S TLE, ROBEIE, MEZwMLTroDZ L TR (K .

Mario (1:25:44): For me food is always an, kind of adventure. I've eaten some pretty weird stuff when I
was in Taiwan, uh, particular among Aboriginal people. And, uh, but I think it's like it's part of the
culture and you want to understand what it is like, yeah. FAlZ & > T, BEWILHIC—FRDOEHRD XL

IRBOTY, BIEICWEIL, FIEERKEO A DR THrR ) SR bD a0 b L



FLz, TH, TNH U —FTHY ., TN EARDLDTHLLINEZEBE LT WEE I D
ZETT LA,

Interviewer (1:25:59): Right. Right. Right. Well, in many ways our current diet is, is kind of
unimaginative, isn't it? Can be very, very boring. =D Y T4, X<V Fd, £H, <D

B CTREZLOBEROBERE VI DL, HHFE, BBEINIKRITDEWVI N, FEFIZBRERD
DIz N HTT LA,

Mario (1:26:08): Yes. Yes. [TV, A2,

Interviewer (1:26:09): Oh, okay. Uh, what is the future for you, Mario? Uh, what, what do you see, uh,
happening in your life from, uh, from now? 72 51Z &, TiIE~v VA I, HRT-O NG DAREK
ZEI RS TN TLEID?2EDNLDONET, EOXIRIENEZD ERIAATHET
72

Mario (1:26:16): Not much. No, basically because my family situation is very, very easy and, uh, um,
well, I have been a little bit toying, toying with the idea to open a coffee shop. Because it's like pretty
much like, uh, 20 years ago when I came to Kumamoto, I, um, got interested... Also because in Taiwan
when I was in university, I mostly spent my time at Starbucks because it was air conditioned, and music,
and coffee. And you could look at people. I always enjoyed looking at people, watching people,
conversing with people. And, um, I didn't really like the, the library with a board in front of your head
and studying quiet is not really my style. So I got interested into coffee, and I learned about coffee. I got
an espresso machine and, uh, I couldn't find suitable coffee in Kumamoto and started roasting. So ever
since then, understanding more about the coffee world, I was very interested about opening coffee shop.
My wife used to shut me down on that. She didn't really supported the idea. And, uh, I can't go to the
bank to get money if my wife is not behind me. It's ridiculous. That doesn't work in Japan. And, uh, but
recently she comes a little bit around. So I'm considering that I may do a coffee shop in my home. KX L
72TV EHA, EARMICIIFBEORNNBIEFIZ 7 (HSEB Y A) Zr6TY,
2, a—b—vavZERACLWITAT T2, HOPTHOLHEN I L EET GRA
T) FWET, LWV IoDb, 20T EANCEEARISKRIZE &, FATa—b —ICBlKREZRFS L D
(2720 £ LT, BETRPAEL STZH, FATKRF-ORHZ A F —y 7 AT T L TWznb
THbHVET, =T aAUPHNTNT, BENPTBNLTWNT, a—k—0bo7c, TLT, Ax
EkD D ENMTELENLTY, FRITWOBAEBRELTEY, AEAY, KFFE2Zb LY
THIEEZHELATHE L, FAZ, BHORNIAEGI VR & 5 K 5 72 XEAE THDNCHITRT 5
DPARLIZHEFT T, ZHUIBTDAZANLTEHY FHEATLZ, TN Ta—k —|ZHBRAZFF
H, I—bE—IZOWVWTHFRELL, TAT Ly YT U ZFRICTANTLOTT I, YROREART
IFTFONS a— =GR RO 6T, B THERZBOIZATT, TR, 2—t—of
RADHRZRD HIZHONT, a—b—va vy 7 2 EIZHROELER SIS/ EL
2o DENIZBIZWV OB ZOFEEHI TSN TWE L, BRIZZDOTAT T 22 XFL TN
RS T AT, ENUS, ZORENEZABEITRUVIRETIX, YT T TllE L =752 &
%T%iﬁhoﬁﬁifwiﬁﬁ AARTIZENREH LARNWATY, 7272, mIEIZ7Z2 > TH

LHD LDRICEENIHTE L D T, b, BETa—t—ra vy 7ZHIDb00n
IREBEZIRDTVET,

Interviewer (1:27:46): Well, there's a, a growing appreciation for coffee in this country, I think. A lot
of people are doing what you're doing. They're importing the beans and roasting them and and... X X,
ZOETH I ==~ I EDV RNETETEEoTWL EAVET, ZIDADRDHZR
ERUESRZEAZLTOVET L, UamAL T, B TRIMLT..... o

Mario (1:27:54): Yes, there is. But still the knowledge, the knowledge about what really good coffee is
is still very little. It hasn't changed really that much. There are more coffee shops around but, uh, really
like, uh, people knowing what really good coffee is, is still very little. Well, I feel, but it's probably is not
only in Japan. It's pretty much everywhere. It's mainly like in America, where people drink coffee,



actually, probably people who really understand coffee are still probably less than 5%. X x., )N
ZTWETR, LarL, MAKYIZEVWa—e—RDnEWd TRk LTI, F2FE72
HHEIZZLOWOPRBR T, ZORWIZZNUEEED>TWERA, Afica—t—vay”
WRELED, RYIIRBVWaI—E—ZH o> TWD NIKRE LTI DOTNTT, £bH, £
IELDDITARIIR-T2Z L TIERLS, BELLEZTHRIU2S LIVERAR, FITT A
VIDEINCEL DA a—e—2HOETH, REICa——DM7 502 EHIZHHEL TV
HNE, BELLIREITS%ANMTL X D,

Interviewer (1:28:23): Uh, I would be surprised if it was that. H &, ZiUFEE (%) \WH & L
b, LAEXTTL (B .

Mario (1:28:24): Yeah. = 9 T9743,

Interviewer (1:28:25): And now I feel absolutely terrible giving you this coffee. I feel like I've, I've
been, you know, deeply insulted you. fA[727>, S HR7IZZ O (F@D) 2—b—%2HL TS
DR, HBOFESHLRARS (A L) foto“Cé‘i Lick, FTHRIZEMBELTLE
STWVWDLNPD LD KT (R) .

Mario (1:28:30): No, that's okay. That's okay. \ U\, KK TH L, KUZLARWNWTLIZE0,

Interviewer (1:28:32): Well, uh, to finish off, I was hoping that you could, uh, talk about a medical
experience maybe that you've had and I'm just, again, I'm going to let you talk and tell me, you know,

what happened and you... & T, fiH< <V E LT, ITNE TR SN E=EICET 5 (K5
JRERRHERETOTE Y —R) IZOWTEELWEETEEBEnES, 2R,
PRI 7O E BBIZBEE LN T,

Mario (1:28:45): You may, you may ask questions. It’s okay. It’s fine. It's basically one part of things
in coming to Japan I was very surprised of. Okay, I'm from Germany. Germany is like the health system
in Germany is in a way that you have no idea how much it costs. It's like I never paid for anything. And,
uh, this was really like a shocker for me coming to Japan when you suddenly asked to pay money. Like
in Germany basically like this because we have a health insurance. Everybody has a health insurance.
You have a doctor who is basically your, your what do you call that? House doctor sort of. & [ & $ A
TWEREWTHRILRTT L, BOEEA, ZHUTEARNIZIE, ARISRTHFEFIENZZ &
D=2/ TH, FAUTFA VI TY, FAYOERGIEL WD DIL, HDLEKR, BERED
SN0 T HESGINGRVE D BRI R>THET, EVHDb, BT (ED
T) BE&EH ST ER—EL RPN ETT, 206, ARISRTERBEZH O Lo
KON L XiE, RYICHEEE (3 v h—) TLE, FA Y TIHEARMIC \ﬁ%ﬁ@%%ﬁ
WAL TWATEDE I 2o TWET, AARDPEEBRERIRZFF > T\ T, EARIZIZE S
AEMFENTNNTL L I 0D TS E (N ARSI 2 — )J@i?ﬁE%ﬁ
W5 AT,

Interviewer (1:29:27): Yeah. Yeah. The person that you go to. Right, your... 2 2. 2 X, {I0dHil
FEHRMNATSADZ L TR, Wb LHRIZD....

Mario (1:29:31): General physician or something. —fi¥ DG ZEE (—xNEHE) O X5 7,

Interviewer (1:29:32): Yeah. A GP that, that you go to regularly, and who knows your entire medical
history. x .. EWIRIIZHE D GP (—HAREE) | T, BHHoOEKORES BEERE) 23T
EREL TN TNDADZ & T,

Mario (1:29:37): Yes, exactly. And he's like basically was living in next house sort of. Let's say 100
meters away. Uh, next high building and, uh, so we, if we would go to a specialist doctor, we would get
a piece of paper from him and he would basically say you are insured or whatever name or whatever and



we would hand it on to the other doctor, and we would never pay for anything. Because, like... Later on
it was, like, if you would have let's say you need a crown or something, you would probably have to pay
a certain amount of money. [ZV), £ IIZZE D@V T, £ LT, ZOEMITERMIC, BOFE
Ehfwéioﬁwwf%ﬁ&ﬁffbkoWiﬁumx—bwﬁE%MK\%@%EEw
(WD EWNSTEBHAIL, TIND, R bREMEICPNDLER DD L ET, £DNY D
TEW LEORE RRIHR - HZEO LS 0EFH) 20060 ET, £ IITIFEARIC, RERIC
MALTNWD ZERRAREVTEHINTWT, ZNEBIDOEANIREET 72T T, BATE
BEIHND ZEIT—UHY FHATL, ERb. . 7212, BT T BT, PIAE (it
Bo) 770y (W) BREITRoTEEREE, —EHO A CABE bR
BT LA,

Interviewer (1:30:10): So dental wasn't completely covered by... TiZ. HEHEREIT THN—&
TN TIEER P2 ToDTT ...

Mario (1:30:11): Dental wasn't, uh, the material isn't covered. It means like gold whatever. That
wouldn't be covered. Only partially, partially covered. Um, so, uh, basically so the health system is
actually extremely good. Extremely well, I think. And this is the same as like for the drugs. It's like your
drugs, you would get a piece of paper from the doctor. You take that piece of paper to the, um, drugstore
who would give you, hand out you a package of the drugs. You would not get anything packed by day or
day. You would get the whole pack and then you go home. Sort of. And I think the, the sort of health
system, yeah, I never, never really thought about it. I thought it was natural because like you, you saw it
growing up. And then, uh, so it's like when I came to Japan, it's like after a year or so I had some pain so
I thought it was on (my) foot. Yeah. I was on foot. And I felt very weird about it. So I went to see a
doctor and, uh, like orthopedist. And, um, you took like X-rays or whatever. And I... Then he said the
name what he thought it was and I couldn't really quite understand it and then he switched to German.
WRHERZ DD L WS XD 2D ME] BN ANA=SNTHRP->TZATYT, 2D, @&k
E DB E 2 5 GE TGN £, TIEI =S, R, OB
WHTL, TE2b, EAIZIZZ OBERHZITERICIIEF ITEN TV D, O TR T
TTWDERTESTWET, ZHEFEICEL THRRTT, EoGE b, EiD 1O
ZbbWET, TOMEZER (FT7 v 7 ALT) IZFFo T & EPFH (NyFr—2) OF
FFRESNET, AAROL I T AT o) MG TFIT Ny 7 EnzidLEth, Ny Fr—
UHITEZT ST, TOEFERITFEDH., LW IKUTT, 29 LEERGREIZOWT, FIX
INETHRSBRAILIELHVEHATLE, BOBZIWIOIRKETHEF-TEROT, ThN
LR (TFaT0) REESTWZATY, LI2AN, AARISRTIEIZERLH, &2
RS EECE LT, & (OHTeY) ol BnES, 22, BRIUEHARH-T, & Thar
N U T2 D T, Jibt, MOBEEARHIATE E LI, LU MU laiRbh T, BRI
ERONLWAHEZTeDOTET N, FTISHMTEEEATLE, T5&, ZTDRAEITRA
VERIZEID B AT AT,

Interviewer (1:31:34): A lot of people... %< @ (WD) EEMEFHIL. ... .

Mario (1:31:35): Because doctors, it was an old doctor, and old doctors all know the disease names at
least in German. Yeah. And yeah, he said it was gout which I doubted. I was very young and it wasn't,
definitely wasn't gout, but I, I haven't really thought what, what it was then later on. It was just like this,
this one time, but, uh... What I was really surprised about that when the bill came and I was asked to
pay a lot of money. Uh, I didn't, did I have health, no, I didn't have, I didn't have local health insurance.
No, that didn't exist at that time I think. For some reason it wasn't covered. = @ [& Bl | & fin D Sc 472
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Interviewer (1:32:12): So you weren't registered with the, the, kokumin kai hoken? >F V) | 4 HfD
BRI B SR L W R o T2 bl T i,

Mario (1:32:12): Yeah. I wasn't, [ wasn't registered. And, uh, I had an insurance in Germany for a
foreign country, but I never came around to cash that in because I basically never went back to
Germany. X 2., BEcL TWEHATL, —his. A VAITHEIMERH OLREBRIZITIMA LT
WD TI N, EARMIZIZZEDOZ —ES FAVITRE LR >72D T, VR L (Hlefk) o
Tz T o= bHV EEATLE,

Interviewer (1:32:34): Okay. Oh, wow. 72 5% &£, ZFHIUIKRELTL =4,

Mario (1:32:36): And yeah, so basically yeah, the costs that, that, um, that the medical expenses are
much higher than one I would expect. Or that you would pay cash. That was a big surprise for me. Yeah,
I found it it was easier in Germany where you would say you would pay your insurances and then you
don't know anything. You get you get all the health, all the consultation from the doctors and you never
see a bill basically, yeah. 2 X, T HIEAMITIL, EREN A ZPEEL TV LD baE)e
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Interviewer (1:33:06): Yeah. The Canadian system is the same. Although one of the, uh, growing
problems for, for Canadians is that, uh, access to specialists is not always so, uh, so fast. Uh, so it's also
done on a on, um, uh, I, I guess you could call it not triage, but the people with higher priority go to the
front quickly or people who are low priority can, uh, get pushed to the bottom, so... X 2., 7T ¥ D[E
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Mario (1:33:37): Priority by the, um, depending on...? Z® MEJCE | L5 DX, IZFS50T

Interviewer (1:33:38): The severity of their symptoms. So for example, uh, I know my mother waited
over 6 months for an MRI. Uh, so I know people here in Japan when they hear that then they'll say,

"Well, I can get an MRI anytime." JiEXROEE S (GRAE) TI, TI26H2 1L, BORBIT
MRI DEEZZTHETIZ6 »r HU EBFFSNnE LT, TTHARICWD ATZERENZH
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Mario (1:33:51): Yes, that's true actually. Actually, yes. Um, talking about that one on the other side, I
think that many clinics are quite well equipped. Let's say by, by, um, whatever they have, like ultrasound
whatever. My general physician at home had pretty much nothing, I think. I don't remember seeing
anything, uh, for X-ray you would go somewhere, you would go somewhere else and for, for whatever
procedure you need to examine, you have to, you have to go to a specialist. And, uh, that's, that's
actually a big difference is like, um, in Japan the, the hospitals or the clinics are very well equipped. I
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Interviewer (1:34:37): And yet on the other hand, uh, my GP, he had my whole case history so he knew
me, uh, and so, um, I felt as though my care was actually being looked after in a, in a, in a way that's
different from, for example, here in Japan, I go to a different doctor every time. They don't know me.
So, they're just sort of looking at that symptoms on one point in time. They're not looking at my case
history, you know, and because of the way that the system is. L7>LZD—5 T, FAOEED D00
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Mario (1:35:11): Yes, that's true. Yeah. I had never thought about that one. Well, as I said, my wife is a
doctor, so generally my wife has all, knows about me sort of or supposed to know about me. [TV, i
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Interviewer (1:35:20): Well, it sort of, uh, entered my consciousness after I had children and, um...
You know, talking about mother-in-laws, uh, my mother-in-law would, uh, you know, tell my wife to go
to the doctor every time my children had a fever, which, you know, to me was ridiculous. You know,
children have fevers. But anyway, uh, every time my children would go, they would go to, you know, a
doctor, sometimes the same doctor, sometimes a different doctor, but the prescription was always the
same: antibiotics. And I started think why, you know, if you see this, you know, they have the kusari
techo. And so I thought, if you're actually really looking at this, how can you think it's right to prescribe
antibiotics again and again and again and again to a small child? I'm not sure this would happen in a
system where the GP was actually considering in your entire case history. X 2, + D Z & NED &k
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Mario (1:36:16): Yes. Um, I felt too that in Japan you get much more drugs than anywhere else. It's
like, uh, sort of like, call it drug dumping perhaps, I think, or basically like a doctor makes money if he
sells drugs. It felt a little bit this way. Uh, because it's like, it's like with my kids also, like, I mean, it's
like, any little fever or whatever you would get some drug sort of thingy. And, um, it's like from we
wouldn't do that at home and I wouldn't really think it necessary either. In some cases if it's very, if it's
severe, yes, but I often have a little bit the feeling that, um, you can do a little bit alternative ways or
more natural ways and you don't want to really push too much drugs on, on the body. {F\, Fi % HA
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Interviewer (1:37:07): I sometimes feel like this is kind of, uh, this is what happens in intercultural
marriages where you come at the marriage often with, with different experiences. And so, you know, as
a child, yeah, nobody gave me drugs. I probably had antibiotics, you know, once in my entire life when I
had, uh, well, when I had an ear infection, that's when I would get drugs and that was it. Uh, so when [
see something very different, you know, with, with my children, it, it, you know, sort of raises some
flags, whereas I think, uh, you know, if I was maybe raised in this country I wouldn't think anything
about it. So, you know, sort of like you're talking about how you're used to having summer vacations
with the family. Well, in the Japanese context, uh, I know my, my wife didn't grow up having those
experiences and she wouldn't expect them from me. So these different cultural experiences lead to
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Mario (1:38:00): Whenever my kids were a little sick, first my mother, first my wife, and then, uh,

probably her father who is a doctor, too. Definitely have to go to grandpa because my wife probably

doesn't have the confidence that she really knows what she's supposed to know. FAD {72 H23/0 L
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Interviewer (1:38:19): What, what kind of doctors are they? 33 — N0 El D EAfi7Z2 D TE 0 ?

Mario (1:38:21): Internal medicine. She used to have her own clinic, um, but destroyed after the
earthquake NECT, MiFZbial, Boor U=y 7 (EAZEDN) ZHEL W=D TT
OOEKTEELTLENE L,

Interviewer (1:38:26): Seems like a lot of work running one of these clinics. I mean, there's no time off,
isthere? 9 L7277 V=v 7 ZiEE L T\ DX, IEFIZRER{EFEOLSITEZET, L
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Mario (1:38:32): No, not really. X 2., A%(ZZ 5 T,

Interviewer (1:38:36): Well, maybe Mario, maybe we'll leave it on, on, on that note. Thank you so
much for coming in and talking to us today. & C, v U A3 A, TN TITEHDOA U F B2 —T%
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Mario (1:38:42): Your welcome. £ 95 W/ L% L C,






