Interviewer (0:00): Mercy, thank you for coming in today. ¥ —3 — 3 A, S HIZR TN THY
MEHTINET,

Merey (0:03): Have a nice day. B\ —H %,

Interviewer (0:05): Yes, I was hoping we could start by you telling us where you're from. {\>, F 7
EHRTDOHH A H R TWE ZENnbiad biul & BEnET,

Mercy (0:14): So, I'm from Philippines. I live in a province of Biliran. 2 2. &, 7 4 U B> HH T
T, BEVTUMEND L ZATEATOET,

Interviewer (0:21): Oh, okay. H &, 72 51T &,

Mercy (0:22): It's an island province of Philippines. That... A smallisland. 7 4 U £ O FTCTX T
WHINZRATT, £D.... . /INSRETT I,

Interviewer (0:28): Oh, okay. Is that, uh, north of Manila or south of Manila? & 9 T3 2y, ZiUiZ,
ZZ2E, ~=70JeTTe, ENELELETTN?

Mercy (0:38): It's north. AL T3,
Interviewer (0:39): North. 4t.72 A TJ 42,

Mercy (0:40): No, it's, it's Eastern Visayas. It's an Eastern Visayas that is located in region eight. \ 1>
A ZZERES YT, 5 HIRICAET DY YT 2 AT,

Interviewer (0:46): Region eight? 5 8 Hitlil T7 7> 2
Mercy (0:47): Yup. = 9 T3,

Interviewer (0:48): Oh, okay. So, was it a nice place to grow up? 72 51 &, TiX. B2IZIZRE W
ArCLizm?

Mercy (0:52): Ah, it's nice. It's peaceful. . X, B\& ZATT L, FEXNTT,
Interviewer (0:57): Oh, okay. Food is... & 9 72 A T4, BMiX......,

Mercy (0:58): Because it's an island. If you are a nature lover, so... & T3 25, & LHRD KX
b, LTh.,

Interviewer (1:04): Sure. And so, uh, going, going to school, how was your school experience? fifé7)>

12, TNT, A&, FRITHE- TV, FAEATEILE S TLE»?

Mercy (1:12): That's so very hard for me because the, the transportation there, it's not an easy access to
our school. It's a motorcycle. FAIZ & > TFET IS KRETLZ, EWIHDE, HH HIFLEDOFEN
BT #RETHBIATT RWATY, BEIFERIINA 7 TL,

Interviewer (1:23): Oh, okay. H&. % 972 A T4,



Mercy (1:24): So... But it's not so many. We have to walk, have to walk for seven kilometer per hour
for my high school. 72725 ... Th (A7) ZARICEL LT, BhRESWIT DS
TZATT, MRETRET7 X EVOR=ATHENTHE> TWE LK,

Interviewer (1:32): And so, one way is seven kilometers there? &9 Z L, FiE7¥2HDHAT
T

Mercy (1:36): Yeah, yeah. So, we, we start for five, five o'clock. X 2., €9 T4, 72 bH, FAeH
(TR 5 HF, SERITHFE L T E LK,

Interviewer (1:42): In the morning? §J{ZT9 7> ?
Mercy (1:43): Yup. = 5 T,
Interviewer (1:44): To get to school. “FRIZIT < 7291

Mercy (1:45): Then we reach (school) the seven, seven o'clock. Z#1 T, 7Hf, 7HH £ 9 Ll (%
BIZ) HEL AT,

Interviewer (1:48): Oh, wow. Oh, so, well, a lot of exercise. o &, T TV TI 4, FIUINRD D
EENZ 2D £974,

Mercy (1:51): Yup. IE\,

Interviewer (1:52): And the Philippines is a very hot temperature, isn't it? 7 « U "9 Z < &R
MEWTT LR

Mercy (1:57): Ah, it's in the province, not... Because it's mountain side. Yeah. H & . H&ED FITZ 9
TH...... DTG TTNG, X,

Interviewer (2:03): Ah, okay. Okay. Uh, did you, did you like, uh, junior high school and high school?
b, D13, PERERITEHFETLEN?

Mercy (2:09): In my time, there is no, uh, senior high school. FAOKHXIZIZ, Wb 2 [ =7 -
A A7 —=)b (@RERY) | 3 EEATLE,

Interviewer (2:17): Oh, really? z.. A4 T3 ?

Mercy (2:18): That is (inaudible) first year until fourth year. No junior high school in my time, but
nowadays, it's there is senior (high school). 1 fEHH 4FEH ETEWH KU T Lz, FADLEIZH
FR RN TZ AT, AlEvr=7 (@) 80 £,

Interviewer (2:23): Oh, okay. So, the school system has already changed a lot. 72 1% &', SR FE N
TTICREL EDoTATT R,

Mercy (2:28): Uh-huh... Changed. And the summer also has changed. The summer school is changed.
Everything is changed. X X, 2DV £ L7z, BERHBZEDLVELIZL, ~¥v—ZX7—b, &
HEDLSTLENE LT,

Interviewer (2:32): Oh, okay. So, would you say that the education system is getting better and better?
ZHTTD, T BHEREZEALLEARLS LoTWD ERNETN?



Mercy (2:39): Oh, I, maybe it's not good to say. In the Aquinos administration, they change everything:
the books, the, the history, the lies, the history. So, I don't know if it's okay to tell. H &, FALiEfl &
EAETA, TX/BHEDOKIC, BREBREE L, BORELL, £MAEZTLESTZATT,
b, ZARIEFE>TONDNGNY FHEAD,

Interviewer (2:54): I see. So, so I, I see. But there's now more, more years of education, but some of the
subjects and the content have been changed RHIFEE, BEFERIIEATONE, BESSHNENN
KOMEDLSTLESTZEWND Z LTI,

Mercy (3:05): Even the, they starting to in grade one to until grade four, they staged (taught subjects in)
the (mother) tongue language or the tongue, our mother tongue. /N3 1 2405 4 4FE4EF T, v —
&2 (FER) CTHA DL R>T AT,

Interviewer (3:19): Okay. 77720 ¥ L7z,

Mercy (3:21): But then when they get to grade five, the student is hard to talk English because
everythlng is mother tongue. T%, SHFEALIZRD L, ZNETEREEELE T b, AT BIX
T ONRHELL 2> TLEIATT,

Interviewer (3:32): Right. And mother tongue is, is Tagalog? 72 51X &, TORFEE VO DIE, #
TaTFEOZ L TTn?

Merecy (3:34): No, it's our own language. \ M\ 2, FA7-BIHE O SFE T,
Interviewer (3:36): Oh, okay. H &, 72 51X L,

Mercy (3:37): And Tagalog is different language In our place, it's different language. So it's like, it's
difficult for the students now. &% 1 ZEEIIRIO S HE /R A TT, AT HORITTITIE S SEELGE
LET, EZ0b, SOEFETHITREARTNTT X,

Interviewer (3:45): So, uh, so living in your location, you speak the, the local language and Tagalog...

T, Ao TlX, BMOSEL X 0 VEEFFEL T

Mercy (3:55): Tagalog, yeah. Bisaya (local language) forme. # ' 2 V554 % 9 T3 42, FAIZE -
TUL H T,

Interviewer (3:56): ...and, and English? Wow, okay. ...... FHUCHGESL 2 b, T2V TT 1,

Mercy (4:01): In, in my, in my hometown, we speak... There are some others can speak English, uh,
Waray language, Bisaya language, Cebuano language, and what's... That’s four... Uh, Spanish some,
some other, some other people, the oldest, the old people. RAD KL TIX...... W, VIR, £
ViR, T 7 EEEEOLANBVET, TN T4OTTR, EAnb, BEFVDOANTZLD
iz i7\f\o4’ VBRI ABWVET,

Interviewer (4:26): So, uh, there's lots of languages. Is it also kind of like a multicultural experience?

SN SAHDH AT, ZLRERE VI T T2

Mercy (4:33): Yeah. In the other, in the other towns, in Manila, it's different languages. X X, DT
RV =TT, FEIFEILRY 7,

Interviewer (4:41): Oh, okay. H &, 72 51T L,



Mercy (4:42): Even me, I can't... I, I can't understand that Kapampangan, Ilocano. Yeah. fACX %, 7
NN GER A 7  SEEITEE T E EE A

Interviewer (4:47): Wow. So, it's one, one country, but really many different groups and different...

He —ODEZNTE, RYIT-L SADRRL T NL—T0......

Mercy (4:54): Many different languages. Yeah, yeah. 72 < S A DR D FENHDHATT, £9 T
R

Interviewer (4:55): Okay. And so, sort of Tagalog is the, the, uh, unifying national language? 72 % |%
E, TNT, ZHRTEENNDD DHILEDEGED L 5 2 H AT

Merecy (4:58): That's is national language. = 2L [EFE T,

Interviewer (5:00): Oh, okay. So, most... People watch TV so they can all understand Tagalog? 7 %
3E, ZLDODARTLVEZRDLZNG, BRARZ T JEEZEETELALTLL I MN?

Mercy (5:05): Tagalog and English. # %' &0 738 & 355 C94a,
Interviewer (5:06): But what they speak at home... THFE TR d DId......
Mercy (5:07): It's the local language. #1ot D SHE T,

Interviewer (5:09): Okay. Interesting. Yeah, I, I didn't know any of this. Okay. Uh, so, um, it seems
like a very interesting place to grow up. 72 1% £, HHWTT A, @AMV FHATLE, B
i3 & THEBRRWGRTO L 5 T,

Mercy (5:18): And the accent also is different. Z LT Y H3E D A TT X,
Interviewer (5:21): Oh, really? X, KXY TF /) ?

Mercy (5:23): Yeah, the my Waray, and the my Waray in Biliran and Waray in Tacloban is, is different.
It's the accent. X X, FADO Z Z75ETH, U T O U ZGEEZ 7 a0 O U 7 7/FEITEWE
o FYES AT,

Interviewer (5:31): Wow. Well, I, I'm now a little bit afraid to travel. 9 D&, 2ATZNRITT H D
WO 7> TExE LT,

Mercy (5:33): And there is also (differences) in, what do you call this, uh, language and dialect. < #1{Z
(556 & THE] OBEBHNEVWSIOLHD 3L,

Interviewer (5:45): Ah... Wow! Oh, okay. Yeah, I'm, I, um, from Canada and we really don't have a lot
of dialects. H&...... T W 72 51T E, FAIHF X HERATTN, HHELIZIIHFERHEY

W ATT L,

Interviewer (5:51): Yeah. Almost across most of the country, people use the same intonation, yeah, and
the same vocabulary. So, that, that, that (the situation in the Philippines) seems very, very, very, uh,
complicated to me. Well, let's talk a little bit about, um, how you came to be in Japan. . X, [EDIF &
A EDGZFTIT, BRAURFLEA v hr—va v ERICEERAFEWET, b, (740 EVD
RO BT I, §IKHEMICEZAETR, ST, HRIEDEIRP-THARITEKRD Z L
27Tz, D LEBEELEL X 9D,

Mercy (6:10): I'm married a Japanese. H AS A & f#s L7- A T,



Interviewer (6:13): Okay. 72 5% &,

Merecy (6:13): (Japanese) national. That's why I’'m came here. H K[EfED A T4, TN TIHHIZ
RE LT,

Interviewer (6:17): Ah. So, before you came to Japan, did you have any, uh, any knowledge about
Japan atall? &, HARIZK DA, AARIZOWTDERIZH D F Lo ?

Mercy (6:23): No. Just zero. W\ 2, &< H VY FHATLT,
Interviewer (6:26): Oh, okay. & & . <& 95 T,
Mercy (6:27): I didn't... yeah. F1 5 227> 72 ... .. 2 Ao

Interviewer (6:28): So, even, you know, many people say, you know, in my home country I watched
anime or manga, or did you have any knowledge of Japan at all? . < [R:ETT = A0l % /7 C
We) FRATE I ABRWETR, BRIZOWTORIZEL oz ATT N ?

Mercy (6:38): No, I didnot. 2 2. Y FHEATLT,
Interviewer (6:39): Wow. &,

Mercy (6:40): Because cable (TV)... You have to apply (subscribe for) the cable for Japanese. I know
Japanese channels, but in Biliran can't reach the, the channels. 77— 7 /L7 L E'C...... HARDEH 2
AHIIFRLIAERVEWTRWATY, HROF v U RABRHLDFIH > TWETHA, BV
7 E TIIEEDENRNATT,

Interviewer (6:55): Okay. So, uh, tell us about your first impression of Japan when, when you left your

home and came to Japan. 777>V £ L7z, TiX, A BN THARIRIERED, SAIOHISR%Z
ZTLIEEW,

Mercy (7:04): Came here? It's peaceful. And it surprised me that my neighbor... I didn't see my
neighbor in the morning and just, "Oh, why there's no people here?" = & 523K 72 TF 7> 2 200>
PEBRWE Lz, BWoIZAFOZ & T L HITAF DO NERRANT 2T, Thb,
EOLTHEB W RWONLEL 2] o7,

Interviewer (7:15): So, you're saying in the Philippines, people are more social? 2% ¥V, 7 1 U '
DI WANEDBE > LRI E NS 2L TTN?

Mercy (7:19): Oh, yeah. We're in the neighborhood, we are talking and we are invite for, what this...
Uh, breakfast. Or we give some food for them if they don't have any to eat. X .. % 9 CT9, ITHTlA
ETBLRNO LY, HIZIEA, ITE DM HRICHEFHF LY LET, B2 0070R
WARWTEDH, B ESITEST20 b LET,

Interviewer (7:32): Oh, okay. So, more of a sense of community. Oh, okay. And your first place in
Japan... 72513 L, I I 2=7 4 DEFENBRNATT R, RDHIFE, 2T, HRTORIOD
e,

Mercy (7:39): No, I can't... and you can't ask help to your neighbors. VM Z | IEATO ANIZBT 23K
52 EBLTERVATY,



Interviewer (7:44): Right. So, so, oh, that's interesting. So, it felt a little bit, a little bit cold compared to
life in the Philippines. 72 21% &, ZAUFHIKIENTT R, 71 U B TOAEFIZHL L D
L. DB E L2 WD) ZETL X DD,

Merey (7:51): I hate cold. VN (72VY) DITBHERVTT,

Interviewer (7:52): Uh, but I mean like, uh, the human, human feeling, you know, is not so warm. &
b, TH, KD & TER T, AHBEROIENZDIIZED 2 &0 5 BWRTT N,

Mercy (7:59): Was not... = 9 TlIR2o>7z......

Interviewer (8:02): Oh, okay. Uh, what other impressions did you have of Japan? When, yeah, when
you first came, was there anything else that surprised you? 72 5% &, fIZ HARDHIZILE S TL-
2 NIRRT, MICEN T2 Z LiZH Y £ 2

Mercy (8:12): The, what's this... what I surprised... The, the cleanliness. Safety. I can walk alone and at
night. (i & WS DWW DX, RS T, 2oL etE, K TH— ANTHITET 0
5,

Interviewer (8:24): Oh, so that was a good impression. & & . ZiUITEWEISRTT 1,

Mercy (8:27): There's the garbage. It's put it in separated. = X D Z & T9, Bl L THTA T X
13

Interviewer (8:37): Right. Garbage is very complicated. = 9 T943, ZIIHLITE THLEHTT,

Mercy (8:40): Yeah. Well, in Philippines is really (different)... 2 %, 7 4 U B> TIIARHIZ (-
TWT) ... o

Interviewer (8:43): Oh, okay. How did you find Japanese food at first? 72 5% &£, HAD B3,
BONIAICAEVWE L ?

Interviewer (8:43): Oh, okay. How did you find Japanese food at first? 72 5% &£, HAD B3,
BONIAICAEVWE L ?

Mercy (8:48): Ah, the one that... I like Japanese first, but I don't like first the natto. But when... not
when I eat it, Lused to be... I like it. &, FHANIFNEDHFZTE 572 AT D, BANTAED B
TL7Z, THEXTWD I BIZ... . AFHEicELE,

Interviewer (8:59): Uh, so you got used to it. Oh, okay. &, BiL/=A TT i, 25T L,

Mercy (9:02): And I don't like unagi. =AUIZ 7 2 ENETF T,

Interviewer (9:04): Oh, ecl? Really? 2., 5 2EFTIT M2 ARKYTTNn?

Mercy (9:06): I don't like unagi. 2 72 I8N TT,

Interviewer (9:06): Oh, it's so important. It's a, it's a very important summer food. H &, 32 < K&
b DTT L, BT THERELRE WA TT,

Mercy (9:11): I can't eat unagi. 7 2 Z TN EH A,



Interviewer (9:12): Oh, okay. Yeah. So, the... What is that... The kabayaki taste you don't like? & & .
ZHTT, Tl ZO......HDWHBEEZ DERNREFRATTN?

Mercy (9:17): (Looking confused) (K= L 7-4%1)
Interviewer (9:18): No, is it kabayaki? Kabayaki. \ "\ M2, JHBES T9 X, THbEX,
Mercy (9:19): Kabayaki? What’s that, kabayaki? 7N+ F 2 A TT >, N+ F->T?

Interviewer (9:21): It's the sauce they put on, like the teriyaki sauce kind of they put on the eel. 9 72 &
ZDF2X VLD LT, TYYXY—ABRIZWIRE LD,

Merey (9:26): L, I, I don't like the smell. FAI%, FAIX. HOE VR F X 72 AT,

Interviewer (9:29): Okay. Okay. But aside from that, you didn't have a problem with Japanese food?
Or.. 7m0 £ L, THLENUIMI, BAROBEAWIIRKILKTLIZN?

Mercy (9:36): I don't. I, I really... I want to learn how to cook Japanese food for, uh, for the future. I'm
going to make a business. KL TT, FkDO7=DIZ, BAROEHEOIED FE2EOFRT- & R
STVWET, EVXRAZLLHI EHBSTWVDHATT,

Interviewer (9:46): Oh, okay. Okay. Well, we'll talk about that in a little bit. Uh, what, what would you
say, uh, your, your first challenges were when you came to Japan? What, what, what did you find
challenging as, uh, as, uh, somebody from the Philippines living in Japan? 72 513 &, £ DOFEITE 2%
FE, TiE, BARISRIEYSH), (R —FRETLEN?2 74 VBN RTHARTELT L
T, EARZENDHRELZ LK CE LR

Mercy (10:04): My challenges leaving here is the cost of living. = Z CTH&E 59 L TORMEIL, AN
HTY,

Interviewer (10:09): Oh, okay. H &, 7251% &,

Mercy (10:10): It's expensive. 5N TT 05D,

Interviewer (10:11): Right. Oh, okay. And, uh, uh, what about, uh, with, with work? Did you have, uh,
any difficulty finding work at first? & 9 T¥ 42, 200 £ L7, [EFITONWTIIE S TTN? &
NHEEE BT 2DICEHT LE LIeh?

Mercy (10:23): My first work here in Japan when I... Because I didn't know how to speak Japanese, I go
with my mother-in-law. H AR TOHEAOHFHOREL. ... HAGEDNGEE R o720 T, BEHOREE
—FEIATE X LT,

Interviewer (10:32): Oh, okay. H &, 7251 &,

Mercy (10:34): Interviewed with me... She’s there. And the interviewer, and the interviewer talked to
my mother-in-law. FA & —#EIZHIFE A ST T...... Wt InE ISV, HEEDNIEL, BEORE
AL TWELE,

Interviewer (10:43): Okay. 72 51E &,

Mercy (10:44): Then, so that's the time then they passed me, then I started working. It's in the

processing food. And they like me because I... Even I can't speak, uh, and Japanese, but I can understand
what they are talking, just with, uh, sign (gestures) or whatever. Then I can learn easily. Then they like



me. Then they did not want me to stop working. So... ZILTEK LT, #ZthdE L7, BT
DHEFETT, HOPREZRUTAS TN, LA AARGEITFEE < TH, HIRY FR
DR ETMEZE > TNOIDHETENETT, ISIEZAONE L, ERTRIZALR
T, BEORNWTIELWEEDbRE LI, £ T

Interviewer (11:13): Oh, okay. So, you, you didn't, you know, because you're a hard worker, you didn't
have any problems finding work? 72 51X &, SR EHF 06, (EFEEZ RLOTF 5 DIZHE 7T
oA T R?

Mercy (11:18): No, I don’t. Ah, sometimes I have a problem with my co-workers just because I'm a
Filipina. That's just bullying me. But I, I don't let them to bully. So I'm... So I'm going to resign then.
But the... Such, because I'm a good worker... Just, not, I don't want to raise my, myself (brag), but... Uh,
but that's my experience. That though I'm going to this Spanish (person’s job). Then I know that one
week she, she can't work, then you just come over. And they call me then, “Okay.” Then next time I just
polite them (former coworkers) because it's... it's hazukashii. \ W\ Nz, THRfx, 74 U B ANZ L
WOBIH CRIEERIEICR 22 BV E LT, WEHLNTZATT, Th, WLHIHRZD
IELEREA, b (ZN72bFEDET) EEVELTL, Th...... HATEIDHRAT
T, BIERWMBX FE o720 T AR ORER e AV TT R, HORHIARAL  ADAND
KbV I I T T ATT, AN BT R E 50> T, BV IITEEL
Too BEHIFREIEAT TNNEL ] EE-o T NE LTz, TOWIE, LR HIZH TEICEL
FlLz, ZoT...... NG A TN D,

Interviewer (11:59): Ah, a little bit embarrassing? & & . > LICT LW U TT 2

Mercy (12:01): So from that (experience)... Because it's just like my, my blood pressure is... 727> 6 %
D (FRER) b b O IMEDNS ERDENI D,

Interviewer (12:10): Well, I find that really interesting that, you know, you had a little bit of bullying
from co-workers. FfEN SV L OWEDRH 72 LWV D DI, & THHEKRENTT R,

Mercy (12:15): Yeah, but I don't let them. Even now, some... A man, I don't want to let them to bully
me, so I fight. But, but they are not want, they did not want, uh, what do you call this, to, uh, to confront
you. X 2. THHZITIFIIEETA, ATH, HIZITEDOANZ, WEDHISELDITLEEA,
BEWET, TH, WS, (MTE 22, BEEHRIT LI RWBTZWN A TY,

Interviewer (12:32): Uh, directly. [H$%,

Mercy (12:33): Yeah. X X,

Interviewer (12:33): So, just sort of behind your back saying things. 2 F ¥ | [Z2 T EF > T\ 5
I mATY R,

Mercy (12:35): But that time when in the elevator, you encounter the elevator, you're just like, "What's
your problem?" TH HDIRF, T L X—F =TG- kEL, M) 3habhs 2| > TEL T
L7z X,

Interviewer (12:44): Interesting. Yeah. i HV > T9 43,

Mercy (12:45): Oh, okay. It's a man. I can't... Supposed to be they are nice, right? H&H. HD A TL
7o ELONERA.. . ARITBYITHL T TT LR

Interviewer (12:49): Right, right. Right. Oh, so not, not, not gentlemen? % 9 T34, DFY, V=
¥ b= TRz b,



Mercy (12:54): Yeah. But mostly obaachan 1 encountered... I encountered (negatively). Just, I'm, I, I'm
a polite for the obaachan because Philippines we are going to respect the, the, the old, the... X X, T
HRENEE L7DiF, 1 ZEAERIANTF Tl CEWERT) , BT FATF 2
CIFTEIHELTWDOATY, 74 U B TIREROAZHNETNL. ..,

Interviewer (13:08): Elder people. 3540 O Z & T 42,

Mercy (13:09): Elder people. Yeah, we didn't... We, we are very polite. We love our, our elder there. 33
FEFYTY, A, AAbliT.... ETHARIELS LET, BB TIIBEFV 2RI LT
e

Interviewer (13:17): Oh, okay. I think, yeah, the, the old ladies, old Japanese ladies, bully everybody.
So, did those kinds of things, uh, did they stop when you learned the language and the rules? Did things
get better at your jobs? 72 51E &, HARDHER O M- HIL, HICH L THHLWE ZADRH D
FThbh, TNT, BEEZRITEV LN EHSTD LIzh, £H0H 21TV EL
P2 EFOHF IR R E LN

Mercy (13:34): It's getting better when I... I's still some that language barrier doesn't mean... That's
really... There's some Japanese that I can’t understand. That's a big problem for me. For the document,
that's very hard because I can’t read Japanese, and then... V> L DR 72> TWEd, TH, 72
SEEOREN . LAY, BTERVWEAARELH Y £T, TNNFITE > TRERMBETT,
FHEMRIT. BAGERZDRNDOTE THRET, N T

Interviewer (13:54): Right. And of course, you know, you've, you've been learning Japanese, you
know, since you got here? = 9 TT 4, HHAA, THLHICKTHLT oL HAEEZFZA TS
ATT LR

Mercy (14:00): I did not. Just only talking. I have a dictionary, but it's different when you talk to
people. FERIZ L CWEHA, GELTWAET TT, FEEITF-oTWETN, AEFETO LT
BEWETHE,

Interviewer (14:09): Sure, sure. But I mean, uh, you know, you've been slowly learning to speak
Japanese since you got here... b HAHA, TH, ZTHLITRTHBEADLTOEEDL L 91272 -> T
WD EW D ERTT,

Mercy (14:17): Yeah, it's when I learned, when I'm starting work. 2 2., &t TOHHR A EL
7o

Interviewer (14:21): Oh, okay. But it takes a long... It takes a long time to learn a new language as an
adult, right? 72 51F £, TH, KAIZR> ThLH LWEEELZSOFEMN D £9 X
122

Mercy (14:26): Yeah, yeah, yeah. X 2., A%,

Interviewer (14:27): Yeah, yeah. I find that too. You know, the children pick up the language right
away, but me, you know, I came here as an adult and it's, you know, reading and writing and talking is
notsoeasy. 2 X, FAHEIBNET, FHITT TITEEEZRA LT, RITRAIZRSTHD
KI2DT, BAEFEEZLET OILMHETITH Y A,

Mercy (14:41): And it's different when you are only... What's this... Look in the dictionary when you
heard something. “What? It’s different!” It's different from the what I'm reading. {Af & VN9 7>...... A7
HEWIERHICRHFEZEZGIKDLITEIATY, [222EI D] 2T, ATVDHD L&
9 ATT,



Interviewer (14:52): Right, right. = M8 Y T4,

Mercy (14:53): But someone calling me in Tokyo, I can easily understand because their Japanese is
very easy to understand. TH ., HILD AL EREDR D)0 > T S L, TIK XL G0 DHA T,
oD AAFEILE THRNDRTNTT NG,

Interviewer (15:02): Speaking the standard Japanese. 1% %35 T 942,

Mercy (15:04): Yeah, but in Yatsushiro... “Huh!? What's this?”’ I can’t understand Yatsushiro speak.
It'svery... x. X, TH/7Z&...... NI ! 2fMZi? ] » T, MROFE T /A,
T2< . o

Interviewer (15:12): The dialect? )5 5 CT9 42 ?
Mercy (15:13): Yeah. X X,

Interviewer (15:14): So, who, who is more difficult to understand: old ladies or old men? =1 T, &
LODHWERETHORH L NTI 2B EbIA B LNE AT

Mercy (15:19): Both. [ 5 T3,

Interviewer (15:20): Ah, okay. & &H. <& 5 TT >,

Mercy (15:23): Both. I have co-workers... “What are you talking about, I can't understand... What!?

(Speak) slowly.” W 5 C7, [FIFEIZ...... IS ->THD, bWV .... 2o ! 25K
GELT) J o TEWVWET,

Interviewer (15:28): Okay. And so, you, you've worked different jobs since coming to Japan? 72 % 1%
Y, ARIZETHD, x Tz LEREBRINT-ATTR?

Mercy (15:35): I have worked so many kind of job here. I work, work in a shipyard to only a helper for,
uh, um, they're making a ship in Yatsushiro. I work in, what do you call this, uh, Panasonic. = Z TA Y
7o SAOFEEOHFEZ LE L, ST TEW =D, MR THREE-STND & ZADE)
T 2z k.. NFEYV =y 7 THEEE L,

Interviewer (15:55): Oh, okay. & &. <& 9 TIT >,

Mercy (15:56): I work a sales lady. I work mostly food processing. lR7EEH LE L7 L, 1FEAL
TR T,

Interviewer (16:01): Oh, okay. So, you've done a lot of things. 72 51F &, 4722 L& INi=AT
EEes

Mercy (16:04): Yeah. X X,

Interviewer (16:05): Okay. And what are you doing, uh, right now these days? 777>V & L7z, it
I, EABEREESNTODOIATTN?

Mercy (16:09): Now, I'm working in the hospital at (inaudible; as a janitor?). 5 1ZFE T (Frbr
D?) fLFEEZLTHET,

Interviewer (16:13): Uh, okay. And, and what are some of the, the good points and bad points about,
uh, working in the hospital? 72 51X &, JREETH< Z & DR WA & EW I T2



Mercy (16:21): It's hard to get the holiday. Because there, there is not too much worker because of,
maybe, the pandemic. They can't hire more. That's so difficult for now. /K& % % D238 LT,
WRUT Iy 7 OEN, FEEPDRTET, TN ERABRWATZNWT, 513 ETHRET
B

Interviewer (16:36): Uh, so because of the pandemic, your work hours have actually gotten longer and

longer? DE Y, NUTF I v 7 OENWT, FERMPBEALEARS RS> TWVDHATTN?

Mercy (16:42): It's the same. It's the same hours, but to get only the... If [ want to get a holiday, it's very
difficult. That's my, you know, my problem. ¢f#JI&[F] U T3, [F CRFE T 25, 7272...... H LR~
ARV TN EBoTH, TIKEHELWATYT, ZADBFAD, fiTL W d 2 A TT,

Interviewer (16:56): Sure, sure. So, how many holidays can, can you get? & 9 T94 X4, £ T,
HIZATH < SUWRB DI D AT 0?2

Mercy (17:03): Uh, there's no... It’s only Sunday... When I'm going to some two days, just like that,
they are going to (say), “No, there is no replacement.” V> X....... HEER7Z00T9, &L 2HAMITT
KB%) WA EFTHE, IO, REOYVDADBNWRNNG] o TEDLILET,

Interviewer (17:16): So... Oh, okay. So usually, usually, uh, you can get one or two days off a week,
but now they want you to work? 72 1% &, FiBITIEIZ 1, 2 BIFIRO D133 TT 2, Sl
IFLWEEDNDATT I,

Mercy (17:23): Before... I don't know, because before I'm if I'm going to go to the Philippines, I went

back to the Philippines, I have to (tell them) six months before my travels... Advance for six months. To
tell... ARMIZ......E 9L b, LET7 4 U B ZIEA S & LIRHT, FRITD 6 » ARNCE 72
ERWTERHATLE, 6 7 HRITT &L,

Interviewer (17:40): Six months in advance (to get a holiday)... Wow. 6 » H & HIIZ...... Do,

Mercy (17:41): Because they are going to (have to) find a replacement. >V D A% FL21F 72 X 20
F2WInb TY,

Interviewer (17:45): So, even just for one week or two weeks... 72> 72 1, 2B TH, TT N ?

Mercy (17:48): Two weeks, three weeks. Mostly three weeks. 2 # il 2> 3 #[H, KA 3BT
1o

Interviewer (17:50): Oh, okay. Wow. So, oh, so that that's... Yeah, that seems very, very challenging.
Okay. So your, your, uh, the hospital doesn't really have enough staff? Uh, okay. And how, how is your
relationship with other co-workers in the hospital? 72 51Z ¥, 2 PdH, Ziuld, 21, L THRE
ZOTHR, RDHFE FRICALZ v 7R THRWATT R, Tk, JERROMOFEF E D
BEFRIZE D T2

Mercy (18:07): I have a best friend. All... (inaudible) obaachan... She is always advising me, "Just
relax, don't, don't bother that people are bugging you." BLANWE T, FNNTF > TTH, L
TVob [V Ty 7 ALT, BHELTSAADZ ERATRICLARS THWND L] 2 TT R
NAZLTSNET,

Interviewer (18:22): Okay. 72 51X &,

Mercy (18:23): She is nice. i &L IZ\V VW AT,



Interviewer (18:24): Okay. So, so there are some nice co-workers also. = 9 T3 72y, EWFEFEH W
HATTH,

Mercy (18:28): The... She is not old old... Not like the others who bullying. It's, it, um, maybe 50, 50,
more than 50 years old. That's just like that. She's always teaching me the, the culture of a Japanese way.
Just always, "Oh, you are... You always say... Just, what... osewa ni narimashita..." Because I...
Because I'm Filipino, forget about that. So, it's because I'm going to hire to my work, so... Just call me,
just come, just say, "Um...", say what the Japanese way. 21X Z A RIZHBETD LW I DIF L
RO EDTL DAL LIFTENET, 5070, S0EFELWNLE, HRITNW>HH
AKOTALRRD HTaHATINET, [HR7iTvob.. . ZOEDLRERHL AL, ATTED
. FTEU=F Y HoTo) &y FATT7 4 VB ANENL, DNVENTLEI AT
T, AEEERT D720, WLITREFEAT BT, 29890 K] 2> THARDRD HE#
ZTSNET,

Interviewer (19:10): Right, right. Uh, yeah, yeah. Okay, yeah. So, it is difficult, you know, you have a
natural way of doing things and then there's a totally other way of doing things you have to remember.
Z9TTH, 22, BHADOEHARRRLV TN HL T, BLHIORD HEFEZLREDWIT R0
DIFRETT L,

Mercy (19:22): Because when I work in a big company, because people busy, they don't do that. They
did not bother about that. K X 72 LTIV TV ZRFX, AARIC LS TEARI E LehoTz

ATT, TARIZERIZLTVWERATLE,

Interviewer (19:28): To tell you what to do, what not to do. Yeah. So, it seems many people have told
me that that's a difficult thing about living in Japan is that there's lots of rules, but nobody wrote the
rules down anywhere. So, if you're from another country, like you don't, you don't know what the rules

are. (2 _RE ), 2T RETRUNEH XL L TR, ARICEDR ETEH#ELVWOX, v
— I SABHLDI, EZITHEPN TN LT LEZDANREVET, b, il
DENGFRD &L V=V DMATIRDINGTNE RN ATT L1,

Mercy (19:48): When you're going to have a holiday, when going back to work, you have to say,
"Osewa ni narimashita." Sometimes | forgot about that. It's make me, "Oh, what's what I'm going to...".
It's forget what, what that word. IR Z > THFIZRE LK, [0V =F Vw24 o TEDR
XRWIRRVWATYT, FxZhZERTLEST, b, AITEXREVVALESIT ... -
T, BEXZENTLEIATT,

Interviewer (19:59): Oh, right, right. Because you don't use it all the time. . % 9 T7 42, VD
HE S BETIEH W TT 61,

Mercy (20:04): Yeah, yeah. 2. 2., & 9 T9,

Interviewer (20:05): Right. Right. Oh, interesting. Now, um, you, you've also raised a family in Japan.
Uh, what, what was it like raising children in, in Japan for you? 72 513 &, mHAWTT 4, =T, &
RIEFARTHELE IINE LT, BRTOFETULILE D TLIN?

Mercy (20:17): For me, I raised my son in Filipino away. FAlZ, 1% 7 4 U E M THETCEL
7o

Interviewer (20:23): Oh, okay. Okay. H &, 72 51ZE, 70 E L1z,
Mercy (20:25): Because when I see the other kids that they are... They did not respect their parents, they

are going to say "baka". But my son, after the hoikuen, is still six years old, he said, "Mama baka.” I
said, “What!" I (hit him). "Don't do that again." So, the next day another words, it's bad words again.



"Don't even... Don't talk to me like that." So, until that I, I just to teach them what that... You don't do
that to talk to the elder like that. It's bad. LD Ffit7= LR E DT, 3B ] RATE->TW5
DxERT-MPETT, OB, (RBEEICE> TWZ 6DOKE, [~~~ B o TEo7-A
TT, FAx MITF-T!l ) o T (M&EELE) . [TELEDRVT] o C, THROBAD
FHDO, BNEELZSSTLATY, [FARSTEBNLARNT] o T, BEFVITEARA
ZENWHBWITRW, ZHUTENZ AL, To B ImITEL,

Interviewer (21:04): So, so actually, in the Philippines, people are much more respectful of older
people than here in Japan you found? D £ ¥V | HR72E UIZRY Tk, AARALD 7 4 U B
DI NBETY 2T o LD L) 2 & T,

Mercy (21:12): Yeah, that's the one that I found that, "Oh no, my son can't do that to me like that." X
2 RNV DIFENTT, XA ROBFBPRICEAREEZ L HAT) 5T,

Interviewer (21:20): Oh, okay. So you tried to give your son some of, some of the, you know, Filipino
values and ideas. Um, is your son, uh, now living in Japan or in the Philippines? 72 51 &, BT S A
27 4 VB OME#CEZ Fanx L9 & LizATThR, BEF3AES. BARIEATHE
T TNEL T4 Y ETEN?

Mercy (21:32): In Chiba now. Is, um, military. 5 (X FZEIZWFE T, FH...... A& RISV E T,
Interviewer (21:37): Uh, in the jiei-tai. 5. B TI 12,
Mercy (21:38): Yeah. Jiei-tai, yeah. 2. 2., == 7 % 7T,

Interviewer (21:40): So obviously your son is, is fully a member of Japanese society and contributing
to the safety of the country? Oh, good, good. So how do you feel about your, your, your son and his
career? DXV . BEFSATERICAAHZO—BE LT, EOLBIZHEMINLTWHATT
R, THFHEES L, BEFSADHEFITONWTIE S BoTWETH?

Mercy (21:54): 1 don't like... I don't like a military because it's going a war. So (my son says to me),
"Mama, don't worry about that. We are not going to another country, just only here." FAIZ4F & U b
DEE A LLCERITRFIIT B OEND, THEFIT I~ DB LBRWT, foEIZIT<
DIFLRRVWALE, 22 (X)) WD ET1EE] o TEVWET,

Interviewer (22:04): Well, it's a very good job. Yeah, yeah. You get early retirement. Your son can

have a second (career). RVMEFETT L, 22, EFELRWTT L, B _OANELHRDET N
5,

Mercy (22:08): Yeah, 50. I think 50 years old when they retired. 2 2. 50 7%, 50k CiRI%k3 5 A7
Sl BWET,

Merey (22:12): I, I've heard that. I, um, heard even younger. = 5\ CTWET, H o EHWEED
bDHTNTT X,

Interviewer (22:15): Yeah, yeah. Well, congratulations. You know, your, your son is doing very well.
You must be very proud. % 9 TH 4, BHOTEHIZTIWVET, BT ETHINIRICESNT
WETHR, FVICESTNHEo LD TLE I,

Mercy (22:21): So, I think why you're not policemen? So (he says), “It's not interesting. There is no
war.” 89 L TEREIZRLRPoT-0? ] o THWE=6, ARV, BENZ V)
5] »7C



Interviewer (22:28): Well, you know, if you're part of the Self-Defense Forces, you can get many
licenses and many skills. And so, you know, the career after he's finished, he can do many, many
different things. Yeah. So, yeah, I think it's great. Oh, good. Well, uh, I wanted also to ask you about
your plans for the future. So, you've been in Japan now for how many years? H K2V UE, 72< &
MO AT EBONET SO, EMERZIRD, BrRZERTEDETTT, 2
A FHEOLWZ EEEBRVWET L, ST, REROFHEIZOWTHEWNTZNDOTI 2, HAID
RTHTHIZ 72 0 9722

Merey (22:56): My son now is 23, 23 years old. 577234 23, 23 & C9,

Interviewer (23:01): So, 23 years in Japan. That's actually just a little bit longer than me. Yeah. So, it
doesn't seem very long to me, actually. Uh, so you've spent a lot of time living here, working here,
raising, raising a son. What are your plans for the future? 2% ¥ HAIZ 23 4F, EITFAEL DD LEW
KHBWTT, FUZE-oThH, FARICESITEKCRWEH TR, ZZ2TELL, Bz, BT
SAEBFET, ROKHZBEZSNE L, fEROTEIZE S TTn?

Merey (23:19): So, I plan when I retired here, I'm going back to the Philippines. = Z CTfEF A2 5[1& L
b, Z4 VB mDL OB D TY,

Interviewer (23:25): Okay. 72 51E &,
Mercy (23:27): Yeah. 2 X,

Interviewer (23:28): So, uh, what makes you want to go back to the Philippines and not to, to stay in

Japan? &5 LTHARIZELTIZ, 74 UV EAAIR/VIZNER I AT

Mercy (23:33): Because, um, it's expensive (inaudible). Even you want... I see my co-workers, even
they are already retired at 65, 70, they're still working. I asked why. “Not enough.” 72> T, B423)>
MY ETNG, FAFEZRTHTH, 65 70 CEFEZBE TH, 2@ TunEd, Biih
A< & TRV 2B T,

Interviewer (23:51): Not enough money? 334723 & 0 72N AU TT 70 2

Merey (23:52): Yeah, this cost of living here is so expensive. X X.. = Z DAEFEITE THEWTT
b,

Interviewer (23:53): So, it's actually a lot cheaper to go back to the Philippines. To save... To save
money here in Japan and then to go back? 2 F V| 7 4 U B NIFLHFDR T o @< Fe b, HA
ThBeZird T, Thnblmd s & TTR?

Mercy (24:02): Yep. =DV TI,

Interviewer (24:03): Ah, I see. Okay. If the cost of living was cheaper in Japan, would, would you think
about staying in Japan? &, 72513, b LHARTOEEFEEN S > ELrolcb, HRITES
ZLEBERZETIN?

Mercy (24:12): Me, I don't have any... It's different here, right. There, I have so many families there's
that took care of us. Here, no. Even you have a son, (inaudible), you are just like... It's lonely here. FAIZ
SN 2 ZEENET LR, I (T4 U EY) ICEFEEPTE SANT, HEEEHENT
<HET, Z2EFTIHI LA, LLEARTFANTH..ZZIFRLWNTT,

Interviewer (24:32): You know, I've heard a lot of people say that. I've heard especially men say that,
that they come here and they just can't make friends with other Japanese men. Have you found that too,



that it's difficult to make good friendships with Japanese people? %< D ANXZ 9 F 9 D&\ = Z
ENRBHY ET, FRIZHMEN, BRICETHMO ARANEM:EKEIZRN2NWEST O D% X H
XFET, bbb, HAAEBRBOWKIEEZES DIFHLWEK U E LZn?

Mercy (24:49): It's... For me, it's because the language barrier. That's difficult for me. We have a
friends, but for the, uh, legal and all legal, what you call this, document or whatever, it's so very
difficult. It's, even... The city hall, it's, they are going to help you, but it's different if you really know,
what, what, what happened (really know the system). Z#UIZ...... R L 5 TEFEDREDOF N T
To TNDEE LV, ACEITWET O, EREROZ L &, AITE S0, EHOFRHE &2
B, TIKRERATY, fIRFTBIMT TESAETR, BAOTUV AT AEZARLIZIL 50
TWLDEITENET N,

Interviewer (25:19): Sure, sure. It's hard to understand everything when it's in a different language.
And, and people tell me that the, like, the, the kanji, the writing system is a big barrier for people. &
AHATY, BEISETTRNTZEHMTL0EFIRETT IR, Thic, 222 () ko
LR, AXIZE S TRERBEZ > TV D EbEET,

Mercy (25:31): And there is three types of how to read the kanji. When you read, its different meanings.
LIS, BEFOBAHITNNE 3 OO (FHih « AlFiaz L) o0 4k, HFIcE
NED>TLEIATT,

Interviewer (25:38): Well, somebody was saying to me, and, uh, you know, kind of made me laugh.
They, they said, you know, to learn the English alphabet, uh, most children have learned it, you know,
by their first year of, you know, elementary school. But here, kids are studying how to read and write
kanji into high school. So, it's just a much more difficult language. And especially for, for people
coming in from the outside, it's a really big hurdle, isn't it? & 5 ANXFAZE 722 & T, D LE ST
LESTEATTN, BEEOT LT 7 Xy MI, IFEAEDOTFHPN/NER1ITFAETICRATL
FVWET, THLZZ T, FREEBIIEREICZR > THRTFOBRAEZ ZMWML TWES, 72
MH RYICT o LHLWERERATTR, FIHANLRIZANICE > TE, REQ/NA—FLT
T L2

Mercy (26:07): Yeah. 2. 2. = 9 T9,

Interviewer (26:08): Well, thank you very much. I've really enjoyed listening to your story. Um, is
there anything you, you'd, you'd like to say, uh, to, to my students before we stop? Anything that you
would like them to, to know? H VN L 5 TZWE L7=, HART-DORELZBIT TARLICEN-7=T
o RIS, FROFELHIMINE VTN L1TH Y FT 2 LI > TV TIEL W &
1$H D £T 0?2

Merey (26:30): That’s all... I don’t... What I can’t say... £ L7217 T3 ... i THE 2L

Interviewer (26:33): Yeah, like, it seems to me, like, as though you have sort of mixed feelings about
Japan. Like, there are things that you like, but also that, that there's some things that are really, really
hard. X X0 72 ATEM. HIRTEOPIZHARISH T DEMELB NN H 5 L OIWTK T RS, araie
EZAHLHLTNE, FRFICETHLENI LB D, ) Ko7,

Mercy (26:45): And, uh, I the culture in Japan I really like it. That's only some other things that some
men that I encountered that are thinking that I'm working in the club. They're asking me, "Where did
you... oh, what club did you work?” “Huh? Why?” £, HARD ARG S ATY, T2
2. RRICHE S BB, B 17771 TEHNTWD ERVIALTWS ZERd o> T,
oz rEzc...... EDU T T TEINTTD?2] o> THEWTLLAATYT, NIb2fT?2] -
THRWET,



Interviewer (27:07): So, because you're a Filipina, they think you're working... »727-7237 1 U E*
NEZDD, TV IGATMANTHD L

Mercy (27:12): Yeah. Because they think... That's the one I don't like, so... X 2, & 9 EiID DN
Be7e AT, 2B

Interviewer (27:13): Okay. 72 51E &,

Mercy (27:14): Maybe they are going to change that. That not all Filipino working... I never work at
nightclub. %43, €O WVWIHIEZXLEDLH> TN TLE Y, BTOT7 4 UEVARZE I VI {15
ZLTWDLDITTIEHY £¥A, FUTTA M T T TN ERAT—ELDH D FHA,
Interviewer (27:22): Right, right. = 5 TJ 4, ZDi@EY T,

Mercy (27:23): I came here just because I'm married the Japanese... I'm not working at club. I don't
have experience for work to entertain the... FAIZH AN EFEHE L7206 2 ZIRIZATY, 777
THNTHNLDITLeHY £, ANEEFHTLLIRIEORRLHY £HA,

Interviewer (27:35): Entertainment industry. #28pE3 T4,

Mercy (27:36): Yeah, yeah, yeah. . X, % 9 T,

Interviewer (27:37): Oh, that's interesting. Okay. Okay. Well, again, thank you so much for your time
today. I've really, really enjoyed this. & &, ZAVFBRENTT, 400 E L7, =T, S HIZ
AKBZHONE S TINE LT, ETHHLN-TTT,

Mercy (27:44): Thank you. H D 3 & 5 TS W E L7z,



